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Jean Schneider
A Fisher-Miller Colonist and His Descendents
1846-2007

This document represents the concerted efforts of the descendents of Jean Schneider to gather and
compile the history of this German immigrant family as it settled in Central Texas. The text undoubtedly
contains errors and incorrect information as well as missing information. In some cases when
contradictory information has been obtained both sources of information are noted. It is also noted that
generations five and six contain only a brief outline of facts. These generations are still creating their
histories and it is hoped that someday their grand accomplishments will be added to this record.

Thank you to all family members who helped to compile the data. Significant contributions in the way of
research, document and photograph donation, storytelling, and professional expertise have been
provided by: Ellie Luckett Schneider and Phocion Park, Jr., our first collectors of data; Virginia Schneider
Johnston, our memory bank; Frances Schneider Bauman, Barbara Pecot Parham, Paula Peters, Jim and
Glenda Rogers, Patricia Comer Schneider, Mike Maloney and Sally Park Peddy, who provided treasure
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troves of photographs; Barbara Richter Hajek, the San Antonio connection; Cindy Schneider Walston, the
photo identification expert, Liz Hicks, a professional genealogist specializing in Texans of German
ancestry; the staff at the Austin History Center; and most of all, Mary Jo Butler Cooper who gave Austin
and the family a culture of keeping family history alive.

German Immigration in Texas

The immigration of Germans to Texas, for all practical purposes, began in 1831 when Friedrich Ernst, a
native of Oldenburg, received a land grant from the Mexican Government. The land was in the Valley of
Mill Creek in the present-day northwestern Austin County, west of Houston. Ernst established a farm and
found the land so desirable that he wrote enthusiastic letters to friends in Germany.1

Through these "America letters" that were published in newspapers and in book form, he reached and
influenced other prospective migrants. He described a land with a winterless climate like that of Sicily. It
had abundant game and fish, was fertile and rich, and only needed the hard work of Germans to make it
produce abundantly. Taxes were virtually nil, and large tracts of land were available for only a surveyor's
fee; hunting and fishing required no licenses. Texas was an earthly paradise.2 In the years that followed,
a small stream of German immigrants numbering in the hundreds settled near Ernst.?

The numbers probably would have remained small and rather insignificant if it had not been for the work
of the Vereinzum Schutz deutscher Einwanderer in Texas, a society composed of wealthy Germans
who were interested in overseas colonization for both economic and philanthropic reasons. These
promoters hoped, by purchasing colonial lands and settling them with Germans, to realize a profit on their
investment as land values increased with the development of the area, and at the same time to provide a
safe and prosperous future for thousands of emigrants. After some consideration, Texas was chosen as
the site for the colony. The Verein obtained the right to settle Germans on a vast tract of land in west-
central Texas known as the Fisher-Miller Grant.*

The offer by the Verein to prospective emigrants was very attractive and recruits were easy to find. Each
unmarried man was to pay the equivalent of $120 and the head of a household $240 and agreed to
cultivate at least fifteen acres for three years and to occupy his house for the same period. In return for
this, the Verein promised (1) free transportation to the colony, (2) free land in the colony - 160 acres for a
single man and 320 acres for a family, (3) a free log house, (4) provisions and all goods necessary to
begin farming, supplied on credit until the second successive crop had been harvested and (5) numerous
public improvements, such as the construction of roads, mills, cotton gins, hospitals, schools, churches,
orphan asylums and even the canalization of rivers. All this the Verein proposed to do with a total capital
of only about $80,000, apparently convinced that huge profits would be realized by keeping ownership of
one-half of the land under the colony.

Under the supervision of Prince Carl von Solms Braunsfels, and later the Baron von Meusebach, the
Verein went about the task of colonization. Beginning in 1844, German emigrants were sent by sailing
ship to Galveston and then to Indianola, the Verein port on Matagorda Bay. It was soon realized that the
land obtained for colonization was too far from the coast to be settled immediately and as a result, New
Braunsfels (Comal County, 1845) and Fredericksburg (Gillespie County, 1846) were founded as way
stations. The German immigrants brought by the Verein numbered 7,380 in the period from 1844 to
1846. The following year, 1847, the Verein went bankrupt, a victim of improper management and
inadequate planning.5

The German immigrants that came to Texas arrived in clusters from confined districts in Germany to
settle similarly confined colonial areas. People from small rural parishes in Germany settled a county or
part of a county in Texas. Typically, their neighbors had been neighbors in the Fatherland. Most of the
German immigrant clusters came from west central Germany, particularly Nassau, southern Hanover,
Brunswick, Hesse and western Thuringia.6
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The German settlers who came to Texas generally were solid middle-class peasants. They were land-
owning families, artisans, and, in a few cases, university-educated professional people and intellectuals.
The maijority were farmers with a modest experience in trade. The Germans were ambitious people who
believed their futures were cramped by the social and economic system at home. They were not poverty-
stricken and oppressed. Indeed, they were able to afford the substantial cash investment required in
overseas migration.”

As part of this wave of settlers in April of 1846, came thirty-three year old Jean Schneider from
Welgesheim, Hessen Darmstadt. The Texas story begins.
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First Generation

Jean Schneider 1813-1862

Jean Schneider [1813-1862]
m. Margaretha Groben [1827-1883)

—Jacob Peter Schheider [1852-1925]—
. Mary K. Kirschyink [1856-1936]

F—aAlbert Schneider [1854-1338)
m. Chrigtina Muhn [1856-1910]

F—Jdaohn Dominic Schneider [1856-1912]—
m. Antonia C. Schiebel [1861-1943)

—Mamy lzabelle Schneider [1853-1340]—
m. Thomas Anderson [1343-1923)

L— Adolph Herrman Schheider [1862-1942]—

— Leonard John Schneider [1832-1340)
m. Pauline Robinzon [1881-1971]

—Charles J. Schneider [183284-1942)
m. Edna Loiz Estes [1892-1954)

—Anna Margaret Schneider [1386-1965)

—Edward Thomas Schneider [1883-1977)
m. Helen Shurr [1893-1983)

L Franciz Ralph Schneider [1901-1980)
m. Olga T. Sundberg [1305-1335)

———Albert Schreider, Jr. [1878-1350]

m. Minnie Pepper [1888-1967)
L—Williarm Schieider [1873-1365)
m. Margaret M. Elzey [1887-1975)

—Joseph Jacaob Schheider [1886-1971]
m. Elizabeth Leonard [1386-1965)

—E dwin Albert Schreider [1830-197E]
m. Anna tarie Morey [1895-1972]

—Frank Adolph Schneider [1892-1964)
m. Aurara Pinedo [1900-1930)

—Antoinette Schneider [1895-1988)

L Geaorge . Schneider [1897-1936)
m. Drorothy Elain Fletcher [1838-1381)

— Chiniztinag Mary Anderzon [1835-1366)
m. Otta Paul Richter [1883-1307]
—Lilly k1. Anderson [1887-1964)
L Tammie P. Anderson [1894-1976)
m. Edward . Henckel [1894-197E]

—LCecilia M. Schneider [1330-1956)

rn. Mame E. Otk [1865-1335]

m. Ralpk “Wermer Muhn [1888-1362)
L/ alter Thomas Schneider [1892-1981)
m. Margaret Cappel [1308-1997)

Johann “Jean” Schneider was born on 26 Nov 1813 in Welgesheim, Hessen Darmstadt,
southwest of Mainz, Germany.1 Baptismal documents from Hessen, Germany record that on 28

November Joannes (Johann), legitimate son of Peter
Schneider and his wife Catharina Margaretha Emmerich
was christened and the sponsor was Johannes Zimmer, a
citizen of Ober-Hilbersheim. Jean had several siblings: John

Peter born in 1804, Anna Elizabeth born in 1807, Joe Mathias
born 1809, Catharina Margaretha baptized 29 Oct 1816, and
Balthasar who was born in 1822.2

Peter Schneider Signature 1822

The Sophienburg Archives in New Braunfels, Texas has a genealogy of Balthasar Schneider
(1822-1907) compiled by a descendent, Nelson Neal Schneider,’ that confirms that this was
indeed Jean'’s brother who also emigrated from Germany to Texas and is buried in New Braunfels
City Cemetery. Jeanne Park and her sister, Mary Ann Schneider, heard family stories that Jean
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had a brother, “Baldis,” who left Germany and moved to France because he got into some
difficulty with a member of the Hohenzollern family. The story that was told was, “He was a
Count in the Old Country, but he’s no Count here.”

Balthasar Schneider(brother of Jean) and Tombstone
New Braunfels City Cemetery

On 22 Dec 1845 at the age of 33 Jean Schneider, a brewer by trade,” emigrated from Germany
to New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas through the port of Galveston, Texas.® Documents from
the Texas General Land Office show that Jean was a Fisher-Miller colonist and signed a contract
or agreement with the Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas on 22 Dec 1845
in Antwerp before boarding the “Hamilton,” bound for Galveston. The agreement provided 160
acres of land in the county of San Antonio, Republic of Texas in an area that became known as
the Fisher-Miller Colony provided the colonist lived on the land for three consecutive years,
fenced and cultivated 15 acres of the land and built a dwelling. The provisional deed was to be
exchanged in Texas with a final deed drafted by the government of Texas. The agreement was
witnessed by the Consulate of the Republic of Texas for the port of Antwerp on 23 Dec 1845."

The date Jean arrived in Texas varies a bit depending on the source. The book “A New Land
Beckoned” lists a total of 19 Schneider families from Germany immigrating to Texas from 1844-
1847. Included is a Joh. Schneider, single, no age given, from Welgesheim, Germany, on the
ship “Hamilton” which left Antwerp on 22-Dec-1845 and arrived in Galveston, Texas on 08 Apr
1846.% His Declaration of Intent to become a naturalized American citizen states that he arrived
in Galveston on 12 Apr 1846, a slight discrepancy of four days.9 A Jun 1847 document lists he
arrived 15 Apr 1846 and his Fisher-Miller Land Grant Transfer records that he arrived aboard the
Hamilton on 16 Apr 1846. All sources agree that Jean Schneider arrived in Texas in April of
1846.

The process of bringing emigrants from Germany

to the Fisher-Miller Colony and the actual granting )
of land involved three steps developed by the 1 fﬂ'"’f
German Emigration Company and the Republic of

nty O 4

Texas. The first step was the signing of the

1845 Signature
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contract which Jean did in Antwerp on 22 Dec
1845.

Th d st the signing of a transfer, ' r"".“_ﬁ«(
e second step was the signing of a transfer ¥ K ,_/(..-i! i A

or the right to claim one-half of the colonist’s
land, allowed by the Republic of Texas law.

This transfer was to be signed upon the colonist’s arrival in Texas and 1847 Signature

transferred one-half of the land to the German Emigration and Railroad
Company, another title for the German Emigration Company. Presumably the colonists were
aware of the acres they were to receive and to transfer

Jean signed a transfer document on 18 Jun 1847. The transfer was dated just over one year
after Jean arrived in Texas. Itis possible the transfer was signed at this time because the date
coordinates with the beginning the land grant surveys, June 1847. Surveys of the Fisher-Miller
land were completed prior to the establishment of any German settlers on colony land. Any
attempt to settle prior to the completion of the surveys would have resulted in chaos. Once the
surveys were completed, settlers were allowed to travel into the area and look, then return to
Fredericksburg to plot their lands on a large map

The final step in the colon|zat|on process was the issuing of the certificate by which the colonist
actually claimed land."" Certificates for land were issued usually in New Braunfels or
Frederlcksburg The Society made two copies, one for the immigrant and one for the General
Land Office.” Some settlers had difficulty obtaining land because the German Emigration
Company was financially insolvent as early as the spring of 1846." To aid the colonists, the
Texas Legislature passed a law on 20 Mar 1848 giving rights to 640 acres for married men and
320 acres for single men to the Fisher-Miller colonists. The act did not negate the possibility that
2 of the lands could be claimed by the German Emigration Company. It must be noted that on 8
Jun 1848 Jean Schneider received a land patent for 320 acres in what is now Llano County under
the provisions of an Act of the Texas State Legislature entitled “An Act to secure to the Colonists
of Fisher and Miller's Colony, the Lands to which they may be entitled.” * Jean’s land was
Section No. 57 in Bigham District No. 10 in Bexar County, later Llano County. It was typical Hill
Country scrub land and was eventually sold by the family in 1942."°

Jean declared his intent to naturalize in Comal County in the fall of 1848 and became a
naturalized American citizen in Comal County in 1851."° The affidavit, signed by Joseph
Ackermann and Anton Riedel, attested that “the said Jean Schneider was known to them for the
last five years during two years of which period he has behaved as a man attached to the
principles of the constitution of the United States and well disposed to the good order and
happiness of the same”. 1

Page 6 1st Generation: Jean Schneider



Cicvwenderuugs-Werfrag.
e P S =——p

“"n\{l‘dsrn pem LVereine um Schupe deutidher Einwanderer in Terad, reprdfennret durd
pen jur Ubfdlicfung der Stontratte bevellmaditiaten ,.m?mn, Hern Guftar Mers,
EFmed Theild _und Yem

¥ d
s (i 1 _

0 =

| "%%A’J/z/;wﬁ// ;
Anvern Theils

ift nadbfelaender Vertraq verabreder und abaejbloffen worden,

.l b

Gé verleipt der Verein gum Sduge deutfher Enwanderer in Terad Dcm/;i%tun-'

Dhfoonss .
/ /s

A |

vereit %’/ ; Standes /é’é’ L oned 5 Uﬁ”z"f/)zww A

weldyer t‘iré:éur jid

3 ¢ . .
amumnn&p/ 7 M /e’&?éd '7? Lot ~ yu entnebmen von feinen
Landerelerd gelegen in der jeigen county Sarl Antonio, Nepublit Texas, fo wie jener
Landitrich gthig dalicat, in dem ‘Ruitande, in weldyem er fich Derzeit befindet, und
wie folde dem Gimwanderer durdy cinen Agenten deé Vereind an Ot und Stelle werden

feing Familie, feine Erben und Rehtsinhaber in befter Form Redtens

begeidmet werden,
g§. 2.

@6 benugt der  Ginwanderer Den ibm  uberwicfenen Yandfivich ald Gigenthimer,
ungefabrdet in allen im Gigentbume licgenden Nechten, vom Tage der Vefigeinmweifung
an gevedinet, obne jedody wabrend einem Jeitvaume von orei Jabren, von begeichneter
Epodie ‘an’ geredynet, diefen Landitridy gany oder theilwetfe verdufiern ju durfen.

§. A
@4 findet diefer Ucbertrag des Landed unter folgenden weiteren Vedingungen Sratt,

&a bat der Gimwanderer

1) brei '"“‘dm""f‘!ssl.(‘_ abre, v m z‘uqr per Befigeimveifung an geredinet, auf
den bewsillig '%hb eien fu verwiilen;

2) in Demfelben Beitabjdmitt finfyebn ncres Land ju wmgaunen und m Sultur zu
crhalten;

3) ein Wobnbaus auf feinem Grund und BVoden ju erridyten;

4) fidy dem vom Bereine entworfenen SKolonifationtplane und den qefeilidien Beftim:

mungen dee Landes im Allgemeinen ju wnrerwerfen.

Contract: 22 Dec 1845 page 1

Page 7 1st Generation: Jean Schneider

Texas General Land Office



6. 4.

Dic betreffenden  Landed:Bermeffungsloften fallen dem Ginwanderer sur Laft, ber
Berein aber legt Diefelben vor; e baften fiir diefen BVorjchuf forvodl, alé alle andern,
dem Eimwanderer durd) den Verein etwa  gemadyten Vorjdyiiffe, die umfonit bewilligten
Landereien und die darauf aufacfitbrten Gebiude und BVorridytungen ald Pfand, big jur
qinzlidien Abtragung der Sculd.

§. 5.

Gegemuvdirtiger provijorifder Erwverbstitel wird in Terad felbft durdy eine von der
teranijhen Regierung ausgeftellte, auf Den HMamen des Einwanderers lautende, definitive
Eigentbums:Urfunde, umgetaufdyt , wnd pwar drei Jabre nady der Befieimweifung, und
wenn Die oben feftgefesten Bedingungen von Seiten des Einwanderers erfilllt worden find.

§. 6.

Bei nidyt piinkilicyer Erfiillung obiger Bedingungen durd) den Eimwanderer, verliert
Derjelbe feine Medhte auf gegemwirtige Verleibung, und ¢é fallen die auf den vom Vereine
ibm verlichenen Candereien aufgefithrten @ebiuliditeiten, fo wie dic Lindereien felbft dem
Berein ald Entjdyidiqung anbeim.

Glegenwartiger in duplo ausgefertigter Vertraq foll pflidtgevadf und treu von den
Gontrabenten in allen Punften gebandbabt und beobadytet werden, was diefelben anmit

durdy eigenbandige Namendunteridyrife grlo&m./'j?

J /
So gejdheben Untiwexypen, oen /?. P ?&H-Péml/ 154/

Der_bevollmichtigte Agent.

Consulate of the Republic of Texas for the port of Antwerpen.

i

These are to cerlify, that appeared before me I\lr./[;rym“— /;)

and made oath, that the whole content of the aforegoing agreement was well com-

prehended and consented by him. and hoth parties signed the same in my presence.

Done in Antwerpen, 1!;is$jurgwg s~ 1318

Contract: 22 Dec 1845 page 2

Page 8 1st Generation: Jean Schneider

Texas General Land Office



U.ETATEN OF ANMERIOC.
STATE OF TEXAS, {mm@w ALL NES DY TEESE PRESEIES

COUNTY OF COMAL. ' ) :
" @5“ 5 : ?r': it e 2l y/ﬂ";.-r /’(/( € omeof

he cmeyrants incrodeaed o2 wigokonist andr: @ wkia soMVenst of clinization entoredd apion
rtucon bl Govarnmcntof o Popublec of Tiaas and Homry F. Fisker and B. Midir,
(" /('mma:; date the dot day of Toptomber, A. L. 1843, kil by the latter asoigned and
" hanaferred to the Sman ﬂn?mkm and Pailucad Gomprany, do {y UYlese fircsents ac.
ke and deti, thet F arrisedin Tisas en ol th Ao B o

e ,1 ‘.w’/ mf{k‘a/rrrscy/ Gl tie x’/” & ik /{* 7
dof Lt € AT 134 C mmm{,, — %/mfmmm
mrzéﬂd Fam . &u: 2 47 enditld

LT

lo & condtional grant ‘:f A! e ﬁég«fp e T é‘f 2 / acres of tand.
B M b it hncon, ot Sl sis G | S s by
| thgss firesents w.yﬁ'e the same upicrs the lrms and cenditiime in the said cotonsizalion condract
e forth and antiiied, amd T for wyact],, my Hoirs andl achminisinatrre, siw-emssdor 2l
of the troutls and caflnses of the said Company, fad for hansfior tatiin and otheraise, aleo
in considoration of One Dollar to e in hand fiaid by e said Gompany, the recofit .
f whoesf F do fhar by acknowlidye, and in_fuursiancs of ths farmission granted o me in e |
said eolnézalion enbact, a;-, these frcaents sclease, assign and sat over ante dhee 4?2{ German
Bunipation and Paidercad Company, the one ,fa.;/ of the said Mvea Soc
M‘p‘*/%/; by bing oy’ Htenitors s /,/.rfwm
of land, d?e&{u with all my ?,{z olaim and indowcst, of, ir and out of e same, in feo
' sinfils. S witness whereof, S dave fhorcunto oot my land and coll by way of sal, this

W;KM@/ T v AT UF

¥ EiRitaesnes, ,fm ¢ S o mee A
| Vel

.
ll'iv'.

%

——

[
__Texas General Land Office

o 5 ; s ; Transfer: 18 Jun 1847

Page 9 1st Generation: Jean Schneider



S
e =

/ I._yf.ﬂ'
il S -
p’ ﬂﬂ’:-‘i‘:‘;_--m—-ﬂ::ﬁm

.ln'd':n:'r gy Jﬁ, -w-—-"-n.-.ur.i--';' -
7z aﬁfi’. e

s ﬁ"m.z,

-

j —
'ﬁm:ﬁw"’ =R H.r.-;-ﬁ-_- — o

/ﬁ:ﬁu

‘f_-:#'g-{a..-.-ﬂ' gfnf

-ﬂ-’-i’\-l" a[f.n‘_"’#.ﬂré
- -i‘:.p.-r--l{-ﬂ-ﬂ.-fn"

"f"""."‘..l

P = by

/4 =AM - _ﬁ;/_,

..-i'dv-‘::-#n:ﬁ

Declaration of Intent to Naturalize page 1 12 Apr 1846

il y/:uw\

=

I:"f’ = A.:::) J)f‘rﬂﬂ) A/

/4/.”,,/ oers

/ _ (// ALY o A

St oF Z:

,,,y/é/; Z.25

s

_%m, o ﬁ,,./p“

_,.)
WMA/ratatc—/#rﬂp‘ :f/fd']

| =

Declaration of Intent to Naturalize page 2

i ,o,,zwrﬁ@m“‘,@w /Ar—r.:"@r;: m/,wr-ﬁ

//.g;'f-ﬂ' -r»-z £ I‘:"&/ /

%,/ W//f//m{p
/ydﬂf-rd Pl a/av-/ and"vn;"}nr/ 4'23‘:’.:/ %r:r;r

% -19‘{4‘1; -
/ Pt d’”o //‘4://-?#2. T /JIFJ . -

ades P TR N

/%’/’/ ZEew o -, .rz;-.:/) / Ty // = /f_g,//’

= %’rd/ P P i i e
/ r e
= :; A p iz / sl Z

/,5!. ;J,,_,,,,,_,,/a,r/

Be il

. e

}wpz ) - .-fc-t/f -

,&

2 ’5‘*(,43, 7

A - Sy - R
< = 3
74 "
. rwa_f{’

il .

"'k"‘;}’
//.,/( %
o

I{gzﬁxj ’ o ZW’”""P{ -
J/ / J!N E —
oo
a:,/,.;éﬂ—

o, gfy}/
g

Comal County Clerk

Page 10 1st Generation: Jean Schneider




THE. STATE OF TEKAS, | e

; o <
Cournty of lerat - 8 ol whons it may concertt, Bo it bnown, That on he 7 4 e
nmf "F J‘/‘n__( sl F el at the (/’ / o g /{.S —_— intﬁc»umh, u.Foqula,

u/f/(anu "/Cr‘/"““’/"

aftpeated Ee)r’cm WILLIAM F. EYANS PBonmissicnar, M? ofpointed and cimﬂfma under the [pecuisions of an oot o]f}lﬁa gﬂa&hﬁﬁ‘

entitled “6bn Glock to seeute to the olonists of Fisher and @lloifler’s (@uﬂo»%, the Pands ta which thesy may Bo enttled, iwt“aM
20, a W 348, and made outh il Before the frst day of Peptemben, 1347, o was inticduced into Tesas by the ﬁﬂm BBnigeation
&‘gmpﬁnq, in vtbue cl the ﬁﬁfﬂﬂmﬂmﬁ @tﬁftﬂ:ﬁ DF Faler and @llilfer wih the President o Iiﬁo fate %elmfvﬁn nf ﬂ-mm, and WRab fe was

7@ »{:,/, Rov Gl BiAeweel S o 4/-&,1,(, seo
when fie was sc iticduced; and ab the Lms and rfm ufomm&l, fie afie proved the same [acts l'.;x Mo ot 7 f‘f}-.... e s e =
PAttcp Biplelacd —

hue disintetested unknesses.
e i the wfmlﬂ% ﬁ&om’s,dﬂnﬁﬁobﬂcamﬂ V/*(ﬁ'”-"f Sed ree der e S e 1 w6 ontitled to teceive

Yoo Mo dred Gk Yocaly' —n aows of LPond WEEERT REIR &umﬂ'ﬂ'g oF TIRE
@@m@mw oF the smd Fisher and @ﬂcﬂu P;t. which this GERTEIIMTE b wsned bo fow the m.ajf/m w SEhice o
t .mf»amt, flcwever, to the Fclfmnmﬂ. GONBITION! viz: that E»ei'ew @ @uﬁmﬁ -mlm fletecn, the smd

b0 SR 7y SR e L M withir mu&mabftumd{e:\uhﬁemf,uwfow&nlﬁeﬁnmﬁi&
(@nfnm! DF the said Fisher and @lliller. [
Elnd the said Ik st fo-l\?u_:d’x L flas sefected wnd Fosi ‘!ﬁe”‘" aeacz&oa Tiack
o LBand (m.th’m the @»fomj r@mnl as defuned fuj the sud @olonization @unlmnb,] us the traet F"" which Re mﬂu te n“mn a '@’mm, to wik ¢
27 s L L
Vo ST S f) N // £ ey _/Lu oA /"";. 4
c -z S ]
a - - = £
I//’) ‘:) - o
G s it E i g
O tness the hand of the snid @Bommissioner, hercto subsoubied, the 7 el am! of ‘e.m e —  Bh B e MMBT—'E
§ ]
e hudsed wd Ty &y 47 \ i :
* (]
©
Land Patent: 8 Jun 1848 4, Fokony E!
I ;o — e ;/' AT LG Y (P AT AT __.__ ) I
1 Yoo (D¢ \'\“(';F(“ RO Aot U, ta e awis oo, //,w*/ wp

Szt # ///ﬁj/ st o praerr” ?//f/ Ao /;/” A7 /{ Somrns /,’////%w

?’i’fl/ //f/// M/ ;/,{’,»/’ 7 el A tﬁﬁ// xf/;/ S, M////Af /5’;’
%/ A /// e enal’. egf/z;’/y % ﬂpﬂv// g #
St oty itttz s forrartn) lo W}m/ /../c/m Wy il _/}fﬂﬁu

) Lo A M

» AT & !
gzm/:/ ity Lo geatd 0f B porsssd e s fotbnrid ot @ mmows

?72;/ b % /;f’ e a /fff////////z P 2 LA A
Tod ittt paded 7 B gard oAk ah? /o ////’ e
ol Hovonp ety LHTLIH AT T s o oo 77
Y 4 520/%7/ T 757 / e 2y A / Mo Wl T v siisirante.
////f //}/ wil o /wf f%’ . fzr//? it //W/f" 2 /fﬂ//%/pﬁ%’j 2
///ﬂ’w( 2 4 / ;////éff/ At Y2 2% o //’/f il ety
P Sy Al S S R, (prdidediin sz gy
/,7,5// / f%f//l/ 7 f///)/f’;;'/ wxf/{? )’?”//.J/fﬁ’/a’///ﬁ’z Lot 2 2 ittt
/?}5’/) AT iy /wxxﬂ? / /?Q?ér/ A7 1 e ap il ey
5 //jé S A Ak o Zoihiiz’ Fonre Pt A, é //}/Mf//f
/ ot /Z@r/;/fﬁf Wﬂé’fi / J/ s Corond o D dir ////{’ itk ’/{'%’“
/h/'!f //’ il Hp 2 /f/r// 2ol denl @ /’//////fff/j‘/’?{ V24
df////{’;// A(f; /?//3/44/ /»’/ % / ///fY/ -, (/P//m-?/ /"{’/"/}/Qfﬁf

.<‘hmda1- ‘*(\.\’tm!}\u\t\ uo artle Lo ) 2n) //,,,),m
Naturalization Document: Fall 1851

Page 11 1st Generation: Jean Schneider

‘Comal County Clerk



9210 pue-] |eJauads) sexa|

Johann Schneider’s Fisher-Miller Grant

-

_W;_. P e

%

s et

8.
~Aivctey,
ectre LERGE 4_vrry
=z
2
e
S P Hetrerech (PFerns 2 36329
= “l!. G
: 2T g
o7 P

LS
e SR

St Re e
x 3 & 0 e
' w.myw f 5 s 7@.... m _p.Wm ../ M
A wu_ oo f YA w57 2o ; 7 TR
! . | G i 4 - p i L "
F/SHEH N <R Lo R S AT, |
g .wﬂ & GN ﬂ N I o\
% b 1 - 18 RIS ﬂ 5 e x b
AT ik T P AN |
\ VAN N " e SRSV & e
- - Y . £
/ | £ R B u_ﬂm 8 »t\ﬂ _ v/ Y T P ¥ mﬂ
f . ke + BT o ki f s ﬂ
. % wu.mm.“k.m ;! { e P B il iy : 3
ey fe S RN NI s —F PR -
S 3 EAE, pea e P e WER
u - b bY s . g 4 e & ‘ %\ JL
mm# I »w”m. TSE 3 Gapsoitsf pg. g \..m orsp PEe 1§
. G o wn oJi e . - \&..‘.}.\m‘ﬁ\k \&\ w -l
< 350 o QRN A e Syl TR e - L mmm
REANLS Iy R ¥ B e - g N s 38 Xa ]
& : il . a7 P e u PR G |3 ﬁuw S8 I
Wk o Yooy @ e J._ w.m.mww __u. R - e ez | .w/ W
m_w n S .W ; %.f, =t ks ] ....J« %m\ & eonigy LU 2 P
; L el g | & s g i e 3 \«v 3 e i GEe g .
3 : ol uw sl - 5 amasisypduy, oy
A . : u o G g . ..rn..
f R I O ) o At s B %
3 % ot |3 - = \.M\R T Wu L — ]

Page 12 1st Generation: Jean Schneider



Between June 1849 and
June 1850, Jean married
Margaretha Groben
another German immigrant.
Margaretha Groben (also
Margretha, Margarete,
Margaret, Martha in the
records) was born 14 Apr
1827 in Gau-Bickelheim,
Hessen Darmstadt,
Germany."®

The date and location of the
wedding ceremony has yet
to be discovered. An
interview with Edward T.
Schneider (grandson)
relates that Jean was
engaged to a woman in
Germany and that he sent
for her after he was
established. Edward further
states that Margaretha came
to New Orleans and that
Jean met her and they were
married in New Orleans.”
What is known is that,
according to the Fisher-
Miller documents, Jean
emigrated as a single man
and arrived on 16 April Margaretha Schneider
1846.%

MG Maloney Collection

Even though the marriage location and date are not clear, there are recorded facts that help
illuminate the movements of the family and help pinpoint the wedding date to a timeframe. The
1850 census for New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas has a “Jno C. Snider,” age 36, Brewer,
native of Germany and “Margaret Snider,” age 21, native of Germany, listed with no children.?
The age difference seems to match the tombstone information, allowing for when the census was
taken. As part of the census, Jean and Margaretha indicate that they were married within the
year indicating the June 1849 through June1850 dates.

1 / e
A3 JIT LT _//_/’(p :(" L2 clor. ‘2& .m_,__ﬂl‘_"ir_*f.\i_— — Lee ’6’/ﬂ -
w___ Vs Corad— _# ,.ffkg// g £ i—
20 v - ?’I / . 7 PR 4. O%N. . {

Census 1850 New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas
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Records are clear that Jean and Margaretha had five children: Jacob Peter (b. 1852), Albert (b.
1854), John Dominic (b. 1855), Mary Isabelle (b. 1859), and Adolph Herman (b. 1862). The four
older children were born in New Braunfels, Texas and the youngest, Adolph, was born in Austin,

Travis County, Texas.?

According to much of the
evidence, the family
moved to Austin, Texas in
1858 or 1859. The
obituary of John Dominic
Schneider, a son, stated
that the family moved to
Austin in 1859.%* The
1860 census shows the
family living in Austin
under the misspelled
name “Snider”.%®

The 1858 date is
supported by records of a
school Jean helped to
found, “The German Free
School.” The school
opened in 1858, the first
chartered school in Austin,
incorporated by an act of
the Texas Legislature. It
was started in Austin
because there was no
system of public education
in Texas at that time.

Jean was a trustee of the
school and was mentioned
in a newspaper article as

Jacob Peter
Margaretha
Adolph Herman

Albert

John Dominic
Mary Isabelle

having been on a
committee of three to
choose the first teacher in
1858.2° The school

Austin History Center

circa 1865

building is still standing at 507 East 10" St, Austin, Texas.

The couple was definitely in business in
Austin by 1860. Travis County records
show that Jean took out a lease from
Gustavus Kirchberg and on 14 Apr
1860, he opened a brewery in Austin in
the rear of Kirchborg’s Saloon on
Congress Avenue.?” On 01 Mar 1860
Jean and Margaretha purchased Lots
No. (3 &4) in Block No 22 in the City of
Austin on 21 Apr 1860 from Lydia and
Augustus Schwartz.® This downtown
piece of property became the family
homestead. A reference to Jean and
his wife is found in the New Braunfels,
Comal County, deeds. Jean and

State Gazette 14 Apr 1860

BREWERY !

EAN BCHNEIDER WOTULD REEPECT
J I'#Ilh ani onnee 1o the publie that he has
ostatilished & Brewery in the rear of Kirch.

Baloo. on Cougress Ave whers er Bee
fan now be had In any guactily., Having served a pun
et of vears iy the most extenalve and renowned Brew
eries In Enrope, and heing thereiore thoroughly ae
ot uted with the masufecture of 1his hey , he =
fullt able tofurnish nooarticle of the beat quality. muo
Le nlwo warraoia his Beer to be free from nparcntic o
wher nowholesomae gredient s,

FRESH YT AST ean ne hml every day ai a reaso
shle priee. T osewi o Elee the v own hrsed arpiovied
o try it wnd they will cemse using sotia, H-.ml::l:r &+

: (]

e ——— - —am -

Margaretha are listed 1 Jan 1861, owning Lot #120.” The couple was definitely transacting land
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purchases, leases and sales in New Braunfels and Austin during these years as well as opening
a brewery in Austin.

7TV H ;ls; ris .71_’.-‘ 1 ,,_;la( Y65 :".:fy.rlﬂ!jf]' g(zun!.')?..s,i w ]
a1 = < el fe L= ge| |3 0088 3154 || 85— &= 1 .
o= S R R g 4 k-
Block 22 Lots 3&4 Austin 3 S |se ™ |E i Aspartofhis brewery,
¢S iy s ie o S g € . Jean constructed a
- Siltay w57 e limestone basement on
Public 45 1] | 1ld4 2 4y |+ Block 22, Lot 4. In 2001
Syuare | |11V UL B . archeologists researched
. Codarse w0 -+ _ the two-room beer vault
_hl’.'.';i!- e = i during the development of
Jail Adslolald L ldslelslel VB + Austin’s new city hall.*

Ciypress ~ Built about 1860, the beer

1 Pt e ¢ vault was the first of its
| 2 ® Sl 5 kindin the city.” Jean
AL = meull- B < “— had intentions of building
sras| MmOk sy T o abrewery at this site but
. paid 4 I * he never finished the
24| sesesdd uisesd | i above ground portion.*
Waler Margaretha and her son

Jacob Peter built a
;. grocery store and wagon
RIVE R "™ yard above the vaults but

not until the 1870s.

D3 -\' <~ The Civil War intervened
3 —-l-i-'l‘r \ and events drastically
||1<‘ THE CI'TY OF changed the fortunes of

MT S is | Ny ¥ \ the young Schneider
gt ‘;:E) ‘g‘ family. On February 1,
j 1861 the state convention
1855, passed the secessmn

ordinance.* According to

recollections from his children and grandchildren, Jean
was a member of the Confederate army but not much is
known about his service. The State Gazette, Austin 22
Jun 1861 listed a J. Schneider among the privates in the
muster roll of the Austin Clty Light Artillery Company
under Captain H. Wilke.*

#| Schneider descendents visit beer vaults
in 2007: archway detail on right
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The Austin City Light Artillery was also known as the
6" Texas Field Artillery Battery and was organized
June 1861 and mustered in on 14 Oct 1861.%° It has
not been confirmed that this was Jean Schneider, but
there were many German surnames among the
soldiers as well as several names associated with the
German Free School in Austin including J. L. Buaas
Carl Weise, C. W. Pressler and Joseph Martin.*
What is known is that Jean was killed in a wagon
accident on 18 Jan 1862. He was either thrown from
a wagon and hit his head against a tree and broke his
neck, or was dragged or trampled to death while
getting sand from the river.¥” The Sexton’s Report for
the City Cemetery (later named Oakwood Cemetery)
in Austin, Travis County, Texas lists that on 17 Jan
1862 a “Mr. Snider,” native of Germany, died from
“falling out of a wagon”. » % A German language
newspaper article from New Braunfels on 31 Jan 1862
mentions Jean’s death: “From Austin, we received the
reliable information that Mr. Jean Schneider (who
formerly lived in New Braunfels) as he traveled to the

\_,d;"‘?’w”}}

Sallord cut 4
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river, to fetch sand, fell backwards from his wagon.
The jerk [a type of harness] instantly broke and shortly
thereupon, he died a painless death.”®® No death
certificate exists for him since Texas did not mandate
death certificates until 1903 and no record of death
exists for him in the Catholic Archives of Texas since

et el Lot B ey v o ey -t

e ————
HMUETER H.nLit
of THE

Austip Fity Light Artillery Company.
Boitery Xo. —. Organized June 14, 1861.

—

Captain—TL Wilke.
First Licutenant—H, R Von Bichorstein,
24 da.

s Ji. L Vs
Ur.'Inrh B t— ogt.
1st :Eﬁ.ll F. Schmitz,
24 do, C. Ubyndorf,
ad do. A. lmck,
4th o E. Bastian.
First Corporal—C, Schluter.
24 dan. Secholta.
ad do. F. Blum.
4th  do. Hertol.
Hogler—Presaler.
Py snﬁes
l (2. Benike, o C Hnnlima.!"'
2 L. Pellwan, 4. e, Tahitaich.
i Sussmegp; | 28 B Moler
4, Sh=soder, 28, C. Welse,
5 J. Laaer 27, J. Martin,
6. Hnrhmnt:a zt-l J. tlm:h-ingur,
7. Humbﬂrget', 29, B. Tappe,
g F. Dohme, a0, A, Ponnet,
2 A. %mmpr A1 R .zm:hl.ltzeJ .
10. H. Bengner, %2 Hubzenreiter,
1. Herzoz, 34, J. L. Buaas,

12 i. Sinnizsobn, 34, Kiliing,

13. . Hornberger, 35, J. Ficlel,

14. Jurgenson, 36, W. Obrndort,
15, C. Presslen, 27, J. Hennigey,
18. P, Presslor, -3% E Fmimerman,
17. F. Pressler, 34 .J. Matter,

15, K. Pressler,  dib. J. Bchueider,
18, 4. Hﬂhuhu't-, 41. A, B. Neuman,
22 A, Hevsinger, * 43, Jean White,
21, E. Tillmano, 43. W, Keise,

2z, F. Sterzing, 44, . Boehme,

St. Mary’s Church death records date back only to 1865. .Jean was orlglnally buried in Oakwood

Cemetery, but now rests with many extended family members at Mt. Calvary Cemetery,
Austin.* Unfortunately, no photograph of Jean Schneider has been found.
IOt | i i S —rem—Trr I e
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wem, i nacdy dem Fluffe fubr, um Sand ju bolen, | vie 1| “She refused aid,
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tlu g - | e ege New Braunfeler Zeitung 31 Jan 1862 ren ten, {g““ widowed,
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continued to transact business and raise her family. She sold property to Franz Gross on 12 Dec
1865, recorded on the same date, part of lot 91 in New Braunfels, Comal County.43 This sale
occurred after Jean’s death in 1862 and the proceeds were probably used to help support the
family. In the 1870s she and her son Jacob Peter opened a mercantile store and wagon yard on
the north-west corner of Live Oak and Guadalupe streets. The store later moved to the south-
west corner and today is listed on the National Register of Historic Places by the Department of
the Interior.**

Margaretha’s grandson, Ralph Schneider, recalled a story his grandmother reportedly told of a
Yankee prisoner who escaped and found his way to Margaretha’s house. Because she felt sorry
for him, she hid the escapee in the loft and that night gave him a sunbonnet and women’s wear to
dress in for his attempt to get away. The next morning as she went to early Mass, she saw the
prisoner’s body hanging at Congress and Pecan.*®

After her husband’s death, Margaretha married Franz (Frank) Froelich (or Frohlich) on 22 Feb
1868.* Franz, ten years younger than Margaretha, was a brick mason*’ and died shortly after
they were married, most likely between 1872 and 1873. Franz was a member of the Austin Hook
and Ladder Volunteer Fire Company in

1870-71* and his name appears on the 5 o T e s thorotably, amd E:qrh"n
1870-1872 Travis Co. tax rolls, but not on ] S pastures mre pow all right. At:. 8 | Th
the1873 or 1874 tax rolls for the family lots 3 consequence the farmers Are '
. . . py. Uf course it came too lats to bhalp

& 4, Block 22, City of Austin. He is the head other crope very much. ]
of household in the 1870 census but his - Lightning struck a forest tres s few q;u
name is not in the 1880 census. Only AN, | miles west of the city, h“"‘-‘-ﬁ:’“ﬂ L
Margaretha Schneider, not Froelich, ' il'lﬁf m g h:puli‘: of Mr. | tel
appears and she is listed as a widow living oms, |Guineki, six or seven miles poulh of | fea

_ i Austln, on the sama day. tri

Mrs, M, Behoeddar, & lndy favorably | re)
knowo lothis eommunity, died lsst | ba
sunday evening, her funeral taki tn

iace yesterday evening at 4 o'cloe bu
?mm grr |als realdencs, corner of Live | su|
Uuk and (iusdalupe streets. & by
Thers was but oos arrival at the
jail yestarday, Joseph Lockelt was | '
oommitbed i',rum ““.,1 o of 1;':; of
prace of preciact No. (1, changed wes lgu
Austin Daily Statesman 18 Sep 1883 —E

T.hnrl-.“m tma Tuttr&—l! it ’.".‘"ﬂﬂ

on Live Oak Street.*® There were no children
born of Margaretha’s second marriage.

Margaretha died 16-Sep-1883.%° Her obituary
states: “Mrs. M. Schneider, a lady favorably
know in this community, died last Sunday
evening, her funeral taking place yesterday
evening at 4 o’clock from her late residence,
corner of Live Oak and Guadalupe streets.”

From the Catholic Archives of Texas death
records: she “died Sept 16 buried Sept 17.
She was a very good woman, raised all her
children in the faith.”®' Margaretha is buried
next to her first husband, Jean Schneider, in

John and Margretta Schneider _ Mt. Calvary Cemetery, in Austin, Texas.
Mt. Calvary Cemetery
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