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A Fisher-Miller Colonist and His Descendents 
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This document represents the concerted efforts of the descendents of Jean Schneider to gather and 
compile the history of this German immigrant family as it settled in Central Texas. The text undoubtedly 
contains errors and incorrect information as well as missing information.  In some cases when 
contradictory information has been obtained both sources of information are noted.  It is also noted that 
generations five and six contain only a brief outline of facts.  These generations are still creating their 
histories and it is hoped that someday their grand accomplishments will be added to this record. 

Thank you to all family members who helped to compile the data.  Significant contributions in the way of 
research, document and photograph donation, storytelling, and professional expertise have been 
provided by: Ellie Luckett Schneider and Phocion Park, Jr., our first collectors of data; Virginia Schneider 
Johnston, our memory bank; Frances Schneider Bauman, Barbara Pecot Parham, Paula Peters, Jim and 
Glenda Rogers, Patricia Comer Schneider, Mike Maloney and Sally Park Peddy, who provided treasure 
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troves of photographs; Barbara Richter Hajek, the San Antonio connection; Cindy Schneider Walston, the 
photo identification expert, Liz Hicks, a professional genealogist specializing in Texans of German 
ancestry; the staff at the Austin History Center; and most of all, Mary Jo Butler Cooper who gave Austin 
and the family a culture of keeping family history alive.  

German Immigration in Texas 

The immigration of Germans to Texas, for all practical purposes, began in 1831 when Friedrich Ernst, a 
native of Oldenburg, received a land grant from the Mexican Government.  The land was in the Valley of 
Mill Creek in the present-day northwestern Austin County, west of Houston.  Ernst established a farm and 
found the land so desirable that he wrote enthusiastic letters to friends in Germany.

1

Through these "America letters" that were published in newspapers and in book form, he reached and 
influenced other prospective migrants. He described a land with a winterless climate like that of Sicily. It 
had abundant game and fish, was fertile and rich, and only needed the hard work of Germans to make it 
produce abundantly. Taxes were virtually nil, and large tracts of land were available for only a surveyor's 
fee; hunting and fishing required no licenses. Texas was an earthly paradise.

2
  In the years that followed, 

a small stream of German immigrants numbering in the hundreds settled near Ernst.
3

The numbers probably would have remained small and rather insignificant if it had not been for the work 
of the Vereinzum Schutz deutscher Einwanderer in Texas, a society composed of wealthy Germans 
who were interested in overseas colonization for both economic and philanthropic reasons. These 
promoters hoped, by purchasing colonial lands and settling them with Germans, to realize a profit on their 
investment as land values increased with the development of the area, and at the same time to provide a 
safe and prosperous future for thousands of emigrants. After some consideration, Texas was chosen as 
the site for the colony. The Verein obtained the right to settle Germans on a vast tract of land in west-
central Texas known as the Fisher-Miller Grant.

4

The offer by the Verein to prospective emigrants was very attractive and recruits were easy to find. Each 
unmarried man was to pay the equivalent of $120 and the head of a household $240 and agreed to 
cultivate at least fifteen acres for three years and to occupy his house for the same period. In return for 
this, the Verein promised (1) free transportation to the colony, (2) free land in the colony - 160 acres for a 
single man and 320 acres for a family, (3) a free log house, (4) provisions and all goods necessary to 
begin farming, supplied on credit until the second successive crop had been harvested and (5) numerous 
public improvements, such as the construction of roads, mills, cotton gins, hospitals, schools, churches, 
orphan asylums and even the canalization of rivers. All this the Verein proposed to do with a total capital 
of only about $80,000, apparently convinced that huge profits would be realized by keeping ownership of 
one-half of the land under the colony. 

Under the supervision of Prince Carl von Solms Braunsfels, and later the Baron von Meusebach, the 
Verein went about the task of colonization. Beginning in 1844, German emigrants were sent by sailing 
ship to Galveston and then to Indianola, the Verein port on Matagorda Bay. It was soon realized that the 
land obtained for colonization was too far from the coast to be settled immediately and as a result, New 
Braunsfels (Comal County, 1845) and Fredericksburg (Gillespie County, 1846) were founded as way 
stations.  The German immigrants brought by the Verein numbered 7,380 in the period from 1844 to 
1846. The following year, 1847, the Verein went bankrupt, a victim of improper management and 
inadequate planning.

5

The German immigrants that came to Texas arrived in clusters from confined districts in Germany to 
settle similarly confined colonial areas. People from small rural parishes in Germany settled a county or 
part of a county in Texas. Typically, their neighbors had been neighbors in the Fatherland. Most of the 
German immigrant clusters came from west central Germany, particularly Nassau, southern Hanover, 
Brunswick, Hesse and western Thuringia.

6
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The German settlers who came to Texas generally were solid middle-class peasants. They were land-
owning families, artisans, and, in a few cases, university-educated professional people and intellectuals. 
The majority were farmers with a modest experience in trade. The Germans were ambitious people who 
believed their futures were cramped by the social and economic system at home. They were not poverty-
stricken and oppressed. Indeed, they were able to afford the substantial cash investment required in 
overseas migration.

7

As part of this wave of settlers in April of 1846, came thirty-three year old Jean Schneider from 
Welgesheim, Hessen Darmstadt.  The Texas story begins. 
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Peter Schneider Signature 1822 

First Generation
Jean Schneider 1813-1862

Johann “Jean” Schneider was born on 26 Nov 1813 in Welgesheim, Hessen Darmstadt, 
southwest of Mainz, Germany.

1
  Baptismal documents from Hessen, Germany record that on 28 

November Joannes (Johann), legitimate son of Peter
Schneider and his wife Catharina Margaretha Emmerich 
was christened and the sponsor was Johannes Zimmer, a 
citizen of Ober-Hilbersheim.  Jean had several siblings: John 
Peter born in 1804, Anna Elizabeth born in 1807, Joe Mathias 
born 1809, Catharina Margaretha baptized 29 Oct 1816, and 
Balthasar who was born in 1822.

2

The Sophienburg Archives in New Braunfels, Texas has a genealogy of Balthasar Schneider 
(1822-1907) compiled by a descendent, Nelson Neal Schneider,

3
 that confirms that this was 

indeed Jean’s brother who also emigrated from Germany to Texas and is buried in New Braunfels 
City Cemetery.  Jeanne Park and her sister, Mary Ann Schneider, heard family stories that Jean 

Johann [Jean] Schneider’s Baptismal Record -1813 
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had a brother, “Baldis,” who left Germany and moved to France because he got into some 
difficulty with a member of the Hohenzollern family.  The story that was told was, “He was a 
Count in the Old Country, but he’s no Count here.”

4

On 22 Dec 1845 at the age of 33 Jean Schneider, a brewer by trade,
5
 emigrated from Germany 

to New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas through the port of Galveston, Texas.
6
  Documents from 

the Texas General Land Office show that Jean was a Fisher-Miller colonist and signed a contract 
or agreement with the Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas on 22 Dec 1845 
in Antwerp before boarding the “Hamilton,” bound for Galveston.  The agreement provided 160 
acres of land in the county of San Antonio, Republic of Texas in an area that became known as 
the Fisher-Miller Colony provided the colonist lived on the land for three consecutive years, 
fenced and cultivated 15 acres of the land and built a dwelling.  The provisional deed was to be 
exchanged in Texas with a final deed drafted by the government of Texas.  The agreement was 
witnessed by the Consulate of the Republic of Texas for the port of Antwerp on 23 Dec 1845.

7

The date Jean arrived in Texas varies a bit depending on the source.  The book “A New Land 
Beckoned” lists a total of 19 Schneider families from Germany immigrating to Texas from 1844-
1847.  Included is a Joh. Schneider, single, no age given, from Welgesheim, Germany, on the 
ship “Hamilton” which left Antwerp on 22-Dec-1845 and arrived in Galveston, Texas on 08 Apr 
1846.

8
  His Declaration of Intent to become a naturalized American citizen states that he arrived 

in Galveston on 12 Apr 1846, a slight discrepancy of four days.
9
  A Jun 1847 document lists he 

arrived 15 Apr 1846 and his Fisher-Miller Land Grant Transfer records that he arrived aboard the 
Hamilton on 16 Apr 1846.  All sources agree that Jean Schneider arrived in Texas in April of 
1846.

The process of bringing emigrants from Germany 
to the Fisher-Miller Colony and the actual granting 
of land involved three steps developed by the 
German Emigration Company and the Republic of 
Texas.  The first step was the signing of the 

Balthasar Schneider(brother of Jean) and Tombstone 
New Braunfels City Cemetery 

1845 Signature 
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1847 Signature 

contract which Jean did in Antwerp on 22 Dec 
1845.

The second step was the signing of a transfer, 
or the right to claim one-half of the colonist’s 
land, allowed by the Republic of Texas law.  

This transfer was to be signed upon the colonist’s arrival in Texas and 
transferred one-half of the land to the German Emigration and Railroad 
Company, another title for the German Emigration Company.  Presumably the colonists were 
aware of the acres they were to receive and to transfer

Jean signed a transfer document on 18 Jun 1847.  The transfer was dated just over one year 
after Jean arrived in Texas.  It is possible the transfer was signed at this time because the date 
coordinates with the beginning the land grant surveys, June 1847.  Surveys of the Fisher-Miller 
land were completed prior to the establishment of any German settlers on colony land.  Any 
attempt to settle prior to the completion of the surveys would have resulted in chaos.  Once the 
surveys were completed, settlers were allowed to travel into the area and look, then return to 
Fredericksburg to plot their lands on a large map.

10

The final step in the colonization process was the issuing of the certificate by which the colonist 
actually claimed land.

11
  Certificates for land were issued usually in New Braunfels or 

Fredericksburg.  The Society made two copies, one for the immigrant and one for the General 
Land Office.

12
  Some settlers had difficulty obtaining land because the German Emigration 

Company was financially insolvent as early as the spring of 1846.
13

  To aid the colonists, the 
Texas Legislature passed a law on 20 Mar 1848 giving rights to 640 acres for married men and 
320 acres for single men to the Fisher-Miller colonists.  The act did not negate the possibility that 
½ of the lands could be claimed by the German Emigration Company.  It must be noted that  on 8 
Jun 1848 Jean Schneider received a land patent for 320 acres in what is now Llano County under 
the provisions of an Act of the Texas State Legislature entitled “An Act to secure to the Colonists 
of Fisher and Miller’s Colony, the Lands to which they may be entitled.”

14
  Jean’s land was 

Section No. 57 in Bigham District No. 10 in Bexar County, later Llano County.  It was typical Hill 
Country scrub land and was eventually sold by the family in 1942.

15

Jean declared his intent to naturalize in Comal County in the fall of 1848 and became a 
naturalized American citizen in Comal County in 1851.

16
  The affidavit, signed by Joseph 

Ackermann and Anton Riedel, attested that “the said Jean Schneider was known to them for the 
last five years during two years of which period he has behaved as a man attached to the 
principles of the constitution of the United States and well disposed to the good order and 
happiness of the same”.

17
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Declaration of Intent to Naturalize page 1 12 Apr 1846 

Declaration of Intent to Naturalize page 2 
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Land Patent: 8 Jun 1848 

Naturalization Document: Fall 1851 
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Johann Schneider’s Fisher-Miller Grant 
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Between June 1849 and 
June 1850,

18
 Jean married 

Margaretha Groben
another German immigrant.  
Margaretha Groben (also 
Margretha, Margarete, 
Margaret, Martha in the 
records) was born 14 Apr 
1827 in Gau-Bickelheim, 
Hessen Darmstadt, 
Germany.

19

The date and location of the 
wedding ceremony has yet 
to be discovered.  An 
interview with Edward T. 
Schneider (grandson) 
relates that Jean was 
engaged to a woman in 
Germany and that he sent 
for her after he was 
established.  Edward further 
states that Margaretha came 
to New Orleans and that 
Jean met her and they were 
married in New Orleans.

20

What is known is that, 
according to the Fisher-
Miller documents, Jean 
emigrated as a single man 
and arrived on 16 April 
1846.

21

Even though the marriage location and date are not clear, there are recorded facts that help 
illuminate the movements of the family and help pinpoint the wedding date to a timeframe.  The 
1850 census for New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas has a “Jno C. Snider,” age 36, Brewer, 
native of Germany and “Margaret Snider,” age 21, native of Germany, listed with no children.

22

The age difference seems to match the tombstone information, allowing for when the census was 
taken.  As part of the census, Jean and Margaretha indicate that they were married within the 
year indicating the June 1849 through June1850 dates. 

Margaretha Schneider 

 Census 1850  New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas 
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Records are clear that Jean and Margaretha had five children: Jacob Peter (b. 1852), Albert (b. 
1854), John Dominic (b. 1855), Mary Isabelle (b. 1859), and Adolph Herman (b. 1862).  The four 
older children were born in New Braunfels, Texas and the youngest, Adolph, was born in Austin, 

Travis County, Texas.
23

According to much of the 
evidence, the family 
moved to Austin, Texas in 
1858 or 1859.  The 
obituary of John Dominic 
Schneider, a son, stated 
that the family moved to 
Austin in 1859.

24
  The 

1860 census shows the 
family living in Austin 
under the misspelled 
name “Snider”.

25

The 1858 date is 
supported by records of a 
school Jean helped to 
found, “The German Free 
School.”  The school 
opened in 1858, the first 
chartered school in Austin, 
incorporated by an act of 
the Texas Legislature.  It 
was started in Austin 
because there was no 
system of public education 
in Texas at that time.  
Jean was a trustee of the 
school and was mentioned 
in a newspaper article as 
having been on a 
committee of three to 
choose the first teacher in 
1858.

26
  The school 

building is still standing at 507 East 10
th
 St, Austin, Texas. 

The couple was definitely in business in 
Austin by 1860.  Travis County records 
show that Jean took out a lease from 
Gustavus Kirchberg and on 14 Apr 
1860, he opened a brewery in Austin in 
the rear of Kirchborg’s Saloon on 
Congress Avenue.

27
  On 01 Mar 1860 

Jean and Margaretha purchased Lots 
No. (3 &4) in Block No 22 in the City of 
Austin on 21 Apr 1860 from Lydia and 
Augustus Schwartz.

28
  This downtown 

piece of property became the family 
homestead.  A reference to Jean and 
his wife is found in the New Braunfels, 
Comal County, deeds.  Jean and 
Margaretha are listed 1 Jan 1861, owning Lot #120.

29
  The couple was definitely transacting land 

Jacob Peter    John Dominic 
             Albert      Margaretha     Mary Isabelle 
                       Adolph Herman                      circa 1865 

State Gazette 14 Apr 1860 
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Schneider descendents visit beer vaults 
in 2007: archway detail on right 

purchases, leases and sales in New Braunfels and Austin during these years as well as opening 
a brewery in Austin. 

As part of his brewery, 
Jean constructed a 
limestone basement on 
Block 22, Lot 4.  In 2001 
archeologists researched 
the two-room beer vault 
during the development of 
Austin’s new city hall.

30

Built about 1860, the beer 
vault was the first of its 
kind in the city.

31
  Jean 

had intentions of building 
a brewery at this site but 
he never finished the 
above ground portion.

32

Margaretha and her son 
Jacob Peter built a 
grocery store and wagon 
yard above the vaults but 
not until the 1870s.  

The Civil War intervened 
and events drastically 
changed the fortunes of 
the young Schneider 
family.  On February 1, 
1861 the state convention 
passed the secession 
ordinance.

33
According to 

recollections from his children and grandchildren, Jean 
was a member of the Confederate army but not much is 
known about his service. The State Gazette, Austin 22 
Jun 1861 listed a J. Schneider among the privates in the 
muster roll of the Austin City Light Artillery Company 
under Captain H. Wilke.

34

Block 22 Lots 3&4 Austin 
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The Austin City Light Artillery was also known as the 
6

th
 Texas Field Artillery Battery and was organized 

June 1861 and mustered in on 14 Oct 1861.
35

  It has 
not been confirmed that this was Jean Schneider, but 
there were many German surnames among the 
soldiers as well as several names associated with the 
German Free School in Austin including J. L. Buaas, 
Carl Weise,  C. W. Pressler  and Joseph Martin.

36

What is known is that Jean was killed in a wagon 
accident on 18 Jan 1862.  He was either thrown from 
a wagon and hit his head against a tree and broke his 
neck, or was dragged or trampled to death while 
getting sand from the river.

37
  The Sexton’s Report for 

the City Cemetery (later named Oakwood Cemetery) 
in Austin, Travis County, Texas lists that on 17 Jan 
1862 a “Mr. Snider,” native of Germany, died from 
“falling out of a wagon”.

38
  A German language 

newspaper article from New Braunfels on 31 Jan 1862 
mentions Jean’s death: “From Austin, we received the 
reliable information that Mr. Jean Schneider (who 
formerly lived in New Braunfels) as he traveled to the 

river, to fetch sand, fell backwards from his wagon.  
The jerk [a type of harness] instantly broke and shortly 
thereupon, he died a painless death.”

39
  No death 

certificate exists for him since Texas did not mandate 
death certificates until 1903 and no record of death 
exists for him in the Catholic Archives of Texas since 
St. Mary’s Church death records date back only to 1865.  Jean was originally buried in Oakwood 
Cemetery,

40
 but now rests with many extended family members at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, 

Austin.
41

  Unfortunately, no photograph of Jean Schneider has been found. 

At the time of her 
husband’s death, 
Margaretha was 
pregnant and had 
four young 
children, the 
oldest age 9.  
“She refused aid, 
save in the way of 
employment for 
her older boy, who 
was J.P. 
Schneider.”

42

Although
widowed, 
Margaretha 

New Braunfeler Zeitung 31 Jan 1862 
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Austin Daily Statesman 18 Sep 1883 

continued to transact business and raise her family.  She sold property to Franz Gross on 12 Dec 
1865, recorded on the same date, part of lot 91 in New Braunfels, Comal County.

43
  This sale 

occurred after Jean’s death in 1862 and the proceeds were probably used to help support the 
family.  In the 1870s she and her son Jacob Peter opened a mercantile store and wagon yard on 
the north-west corner of Live Oak and Guadalupe streets. The store later moved to the south-
west corner and today is listed on the National Register of Historic Places by the Department of 
the Interior.

44

Margaretha’s grandson, Ralph Schneider, recalled a story his grandmother reportedly told of a 
Yankee prisoner who escaped and found his way to Margaretha’s house.  Because she felt sorry 
for him, she hid the escapee in the loft and that night gave him a sunbonnet and women’s wear to 
dress in for his attempt to get away.  The next morning as she went to early Mass, she saw the 
prisoner’s body hanging at Congress and Pecan.

45

After her husband’s death, Margaretha married Franz (Frank) Froelich (or Frohlich) on 22 Feb 
1868.

46
  Franz, ten years younger than Margaretha, was a brick mason

47
 and died shortly after 

they were married, most likely between 1872 and 1873.  Franz was a member of the Austin Hook 
and Ladder Volunteer Fire Company in 
1870-71

48
 and his name appears on the 

1870-1872 Travis Co. tax rolls, but not on 
the1873 or 1874 tax rolls for the family lots 3 
& 4, Block 22, City of Austin. He is the head 
of household in the 1870 census but his 
name is not in the 1880 census. Only 
Margaretha Schneider, not Froelich, 
appears and she is listed as a widow living 

on Live Oak Street.
49

 There were no children 
born of Margaretha’s second marriage. 

Margaretha died 16-Sep-1883.
50

  Her obituary 
states: “Mrs. M. Schneider, a lady favorably 
know in this community, died last Sunday 
evening, her funeral taking place yesterday 
evening at 4 o’clock from her late residence, 
corner of Live Oak and Guadalupe streets.”   

From the Catholic Archives of Texas death 
records: she “died Sept 16 buried Sept 17.  
She was a very good woman, raised all her 
children in the faith.”

 51
  Margaretha is buried 

next to her first husband, Jean Schneider, in 
Mt. Calvary Cemetery, in Austin, Texas. John and Margretta Schneider 
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