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William Johnston Family Tree 
Generations 3-5 

 

Melvina Johnston Duncan and Descendants 

Henry C. Duncan 

 

 Rebecca Jane Duncan Hoskins 
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 Mary E. Duncan McAlister 

 

Martha L. Duncan Cotton 

 



Generation Four 

69 

 Richard A. Duncan 

 

Lucinda Johnston Copeland Carter and Descendants 

 James M. Copeland 

 

 Frederick F. Carter 

 

 

 

 



Generation Four 

70 

Margrete K. Carter Lloyd  

 

Frederick Miller Johnston and Descendants 

 Martha Lou Johnston McFadden  

 

 Sophronia Johnston Kitchens  

 

 Richard P. Johnston  
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 Mary Olive Johnston Grassham Holland 

 

 William W. Johnston 

 

 John Edwin Johnston  

 

 Ethel Johnston Chilton 
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Generation Four 

Cynthia Duncan 

Cynthia Duncan, first born child of Henry C. Duncan and Martha Chilton, was born in May 

1879 or 1880 in Missouri. She grew up on her 

family farm in Reynolds County, Missouri and on 

28 Dec 1903 in Van Buren, Reynolds County, 

Missouri Cynthia married Dudley Leander 

Kearbey.1 Dudley, the son of Stephen Rosen 

Pleasant Kearbey and Matilda Lowe, was born on 

27 Feb 1873 in Ripley County, Missouri.2 The 

family’s last name is sometimes spelled “Kearby” 

and in later years sometimes “Kirby.”   

Following their marriage, the couple settled in 

Springfield, Greene County, Missouri and lived at 

the Duncan’s Queen City Hotel at 519 N. Main. 

Dudley, who had worked for several years as a 

teacher in Carter County, Missouri and in 

Springfield, took a job as a bookkeeper 

in the Frisco System Mill.3 The 

marriage did not last and by 1910 

Cynthia and Dudley did not live 

together. In 1910 Cynthia lived with 

her sister and brother-in-law in 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. By 1915 

she was back in Springfield, living with 

her mother in the boarding house and 

working as a dressmaker. Cynthia 

officially divorced Dudley in April 

1921.4  

Dudley remarried after 1928. He 

married Julia Bell Courton 

Chrisman whose husband had died 

on 2 Jun 1928.   

No more information has been found 

about Cynthia. Most likely, she 

remarried, but further research needs to be done. Dudley died on 29 Feb 1948 in St. Louis, 

Missouri and was buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Bel-Nor, St. Louis County. There is no 

marker.5 

 

The Current Local, 31 Dec 1903 

Dudley Kearbey 
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Lee J. Duncan 

Lee J. Duncan, son of Henry C. Duncan and Martha 

Chilton, was born in September 1881 in Missouri.6 

He and his siblings grew up in Reynolds County. As a 

young man, he moved with his mother and siblings to 

Springfield, Greene County, Missouri where he 

worked as a railroad brakeman. He married before 

November 1915, but the identity of his spouse is not 

known.7 Lee died on 4 Feb 1917 of tuberculosis at his 

mother’s boarding house, 628 N. Main in Springfield. 

He was buried in Maple Park Cemetery.8 

 

 

 

Retta Ellen Duncan 

Retta Ellen Duncan, born on 1 Mar 1886 in Missouri, was the daughter of Henry C. Duncan 

and Martha Chilton. She grew up in 

Reynolds County, and as a young 

woman, moved to Springfield, Greene 

County, Missouri with her mother and 

siblings to help her mother run the 

Queen City Hotel. It was here that she 

met her husband, John E. Quinn, 

who worked as a fireman for the 

Frisco System. Quinn, who was born 

in 1881 in Georgia, lived in Fort 

Smith, Arkansas when he and Retta 

married on 20 Dec 1905 in 

Springfield.9 

John’s work kept the family moving 

and in 1910 they lived in Oklahoma 

City, Oklahoma where John worked as 

a construction engineer. 

By 1919 they lived at 511 

Moffett Avenue in Joplin, 

Jasper County, Missouri 

and it was here that their 

daughter, Ellen Maxine 

Quinn, was born. 

In 1927, they lived at 

1021 W. Elm in 

The Springfield Missouri Republican 7 Feb 1917 

The Kansas City Times, 29 Nov 1968 

Duncan – Quinn Marriage Record 



Generation Four 

74 

Springfield and from 1930 to 1932, they lived at 1345 S. Lauderdale in Memphis, Tennessee. It 

was in Memphis that John died on 2 May 193210 and was buried there in Memorial Park 

Cemetery. 

Retta returned to Springfield in 1933 and lived there until 1937.  She moved to Kansas City 

before 1940. Her activities after 1940 are sketchy, but she lived in Texas in 1966 where she was 

issued a social security number. She lived at 3740 Gillham Road, Kansas City, Missouri when she 

died on 26 Nov 1968.11 Daughter Ellen was the administrator of her mother’s estate. 

Maud Duncan 

Maud Duncan, fourth child of Henry C. Duncan and Martha Chilton, was born in April 1888 in 

Missouri. Not much is known about Maud. She moved with her mother to Springfield and lived 

in the Queen City Hotel with the family in 1905 when she was a student. When her mother gave 

up the hotel and moved to the boarding house at 682 N. Main in Springfield, Maud went with 

her. In 1917 she signed her 

brother’s (Lee) death 

certificate as “Maude 

Duncan,” and that is the last 

piece of information that has 

been discovered about Maud.  

Bertha Jayne Duncan 

Bertha Jayne Duncan, born on 19 Sep 1891 in Missouri, was the daughter of Henry C. Duncan 

and Martha Chilton. She grew up in Reynolds County, and as a teenager moved to Springfield, 

Greene County, Missouri with her mother and siblings to help her mother run the Queen City 

Hotel. In 1907 she married John “Jack” Everett Strader, the son of John Wesley Strader and 

Minerva Stein, of Memphis, Shelby County, 

Tennessee. Jack was born on 18 Jan 1884 in Fort 

Scott, Bourbon County, Kansas and like his 

brother-in-law, John Quinn, Jack was a fireman on 

the Frisco Railway.   

In 1910 Bertha lived with her mother at her 

mother’s boarding house in Springfield, but Jack 

Springfield News Leader, 8 Jan 1922 (above left) 
Jack Strader World War I Registration (above) 
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was not listed. In 1917 and 1918 she and Jack lived at 460 McLemore in Memphis. They 

separated in 1921 and in January 1922 Bertha filed for divorce, alleging that her husband “spent 

his money for liquor, was quarrelsome, fault-finding and threatened to strike her.”12 They had a 

nine-year-old son, but his name was not listed. 

Following their divorce, Jack married Frances A. Willrich and they lived in Memphis for many 

years. Jack died on 30 Aug 1957 in Fort Scott, Bourbon County, Kansas and was buried there in 

Evergreen Cemetery. Frances died in 1968 and is also buried in Evergreen Cemetery.   

Bertha died on 14 Aug 1955 in Long Beach, 

Los Angeles, California. At her death, her 

last name was Bruce and she was buried in 

Rose Hills Memorial Park, Whittier, Los 

Angeles County, California.13 14 Her 

tombstone includes the reference that she 

was the mother of Phillip Bruce. Further 

research in Memphis City Directories found 

John P. J. Bruce who was married to 

Bertha J. Bruce and was manager of the 

Dixie Auto Exchange. Listed too was Phillip 

Bruce, living at the same address, who 

worked at Dixie Auto Exchange. Phillip 

Bruce was born on 4 Oct 1912 and died in 

Memphis on 6 Jun 1959. According to information on the FindAGrave website, Phillip was the 

son of J.P. and Bertha Bruce. At the time of his death, he was married to Jewell Bruce and 

resided at 199 South Humes. He was employed by Dixie Transportation Company.15 It is 

believed that this Phillip Bruce is 

actually the son of Bertha Duncan 

and John Everett Strader.  

One other side note is that Bertha’s 

death certificate was signed by Mrs. 

James M. Lewis. Mrs. Lewis lived at 

the same address as Bertha and her 

first name, according to the 1955 

Long Beach City Directory was 

Maude. Further research is needed to 

see if Maude Lewis was Maude 

Duncan and to further investigate 

Philip Bruce. 

William Grover Duncan 

William Grover Duncan, known as Grover, was the youngest child of Henry C. Duncan and 

Martha Chilton. He was born on 26 Mar 1893 in Winona, Missouri16 and grew into a tall, slender 

young man with blue eyes and brown hair.17 He began working early in life, first at his mother’s 

Queen City Hotel in Springfield, Greene County, Missouri then as a clerk for a wholesale and 

retail grocer, J.H. Bridger, in Springfield.  

Evergreen Cemetery, Fort Scott, Kansas 

Rose Hill Memorial Park, Whittier, CA 
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On 9 Jul 1915 Grover married 

Elizabeth Coin, daughter of 

Samuel Coin and Martha Lenora 

Thurman.18 Elizabeth was born on 

15 Apr 1894 in Ponce DeLeon, 

Stone County, Missouri19 and grew 

up in Springfield.   

The couple had one child, Charles 

Robert Duncan, born on 9 Jan 

1930 in Springfield.20 Before 4 Apr 

1930 the couple divorced. In 1929 

Elizabeth lived at 825 Jefferson 

Avenue and was working from 

home as a dressmaker and Grover 

lived at 1020 State Street working 

for F.M. Emhoff, a vegetable 

nursery and greenhouse in Springfield.21   

Grover continued working for Emhoff as a salesman through 1937. From 1938 until his death in 

1940, Grover worked for Ramey’s Cash 

Market as a clerk. He died of a heart 

attack on 18 Jun 1940 and was buried 

in Maple Park Cemetery in 

Springfield.22 

Elizabeth died on 25 Apr 1973 in 

Springfield and was also buried in 

Maple Cemetery.23  

 

 

 

William Lee Hoskins 

William Lee Hoskins, son and eldest child of William Thomas Hoskins and Rebecca Jane 

Duncan, was born on 18 Sep 1874 in Reynolds County, Missouri.24 He was known as “Lee” and 

spent most of his life in the Garwood area of Reynolds County. On 6 Aug 1899 in Reynolds 

County, he married Mary Carter “Mollie” Ellington, the daughter of John Ellington and Helen 

Thompson. Mollie was born on 12 Dec 1877.25 26 

Duncan – Coin Marriage License 

Maple Park Cemetery, Springfield, MO 
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Lee was a farmer, raised livestock, and ran the Hoskins Mercantile Company as well as a timber 

business in and around Garwood. His obituary stated 

that he was a “hard working conscientious man. A good 

husband and father, a good friend, a good neighbor and 

a good brother.”27 Mollie and Lee both were Baptists 

and active in their church.   

Lee died on 17 Feb 

1939 in Garwood, six 

months after a 

paralytic stroke, and 

was buried in the 

Copeland Cemetery 

on Webbs Creek.28 

Mollie died on 2 May 

1964 in the Doctors’ 

Hospital in Poplar 

Bluff, Butler County, 

Missouri and was 

buried in Yount 

Memorial Cemetery 

in Reynolds County, 

Missouri.29 

The Current Local, 7 May 1964 (above right) 
The Current Local, 16 Mar 1939 (above left) 
Note, name is Minnie not Mollie in the article. 

Yount Memorial Cemetery, 
Reynolds County, MO 
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Thomas Luther Hoskins 

Thomas Luther “Tom” Hoskins, son of William Thomas Hoskins and Rebecca Jane Duncan, 

was born on 27 Nov 1882 in Reynolds County, Missouri.30 He grew up in Reynolds County and 

on 6 Jun 1904 married Ollie M. Griffin.31 Ollie was born 28 Mar 1881 in Cape Girardeau, 

Missouri.32 

The family moved to Morehouse, New Madrid County, 

Missouri in 1906 where Tom worked as an accountant and auditor for Himmelberger-Harrison 

Lumber Company.33 In 1916 he ran for the position of Secretary of State of Missouri as a 

Republican.34 He was not elected but continued to prosper in business. In 1918 he and his 

brother Lee purchased a saw mill and planery at Garwood, Reynolds County, Missouri from B.F. 

Hackworth of Piedmont.35 As the family was preparing to move to Garwood in 1919, the 

Commercial Club of Morehouse gave a going-away party for the family. The article gave a 

detailed description of Hoskins’ contributions to the area.  

“In losing Mr. Hoskins, not only Morehouse, but New Madrid County will lose a 

gentleman who has at all times been active in the promotion and advancement of the 

The Current Local, 9 Jun 1904 (above) 
Hermanner_Volksblatt, 21 Jan 1916 (above left) 
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community interests. He has been quite active in the establishment of churches, and 

the schools have at all times found in him a staunch friend. 

It is largely through his efforts that Morehouse can boast of having one of the best 

high schools in the state. He was one of the first and most active citizens to assist in 

eliminating the saloons from New Madrid County. His activities in public life have 

been such that all of those who were fortunate enough to encounter him, had great 

regard for his opinion and judgement. 

He is at this time Mayor of the city of Morehouse and has been instrumental through 

his keen business foresight in reducing the city’s indebtedness and was an active 

supporter of the city’s action in building the beautiful city hall. 

He has been one of the commissioners of the Morehouse-Canalou Special Road 

District. He has 

been active in the 

political affairs of 

the county, having 

been chairman of 

the Republican 

Central 

Committee for 

five years.  

He has served as a 

member of his 

church board 

practically ever 

since he became a 

resident of the 

city and has at all 

times been found to take his place with the moral forces for the betterment of society 

and unhesitatingly performed his duty. 

He has been one of the most active citizens in the county in promoting the many war 

measures that have been handled within the past two years and was never too busy or 

too tired to do his utmost for the promotion of the cause.”36 

In moving to Garwood Tom not only purchased the sawmill but also the Garwood Mercantile 

Company. In 1920 both Tom and his brother Lee, and their families were living in Webb 

Township, Reynolds County, Missouri and were both operating the general merchandising store 

now known as Hoskins Mercantile Company.37 

Ollie and Tom raised a family of six children including: Lucille Louise Hoskins born 21 May 

1905, Helen Margaret Hoskins born 20 Mar 1910, Thomas Hoskins born 27 Mar 1911, 

Catherine A. Hoskins born 13 Apr 1913, Edith Genevieve Hoskins born 14 Feb 1916, and 

Hilma L. Hoskins born 13 May 1920.   

Between 1920 and 1924, Tom and his family moved to Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri 

where Tom went to work as manager of the Dierks Lumber and Coal Company. Four years after 

Hilma was born and two years after moving to Kansas City, Thomas died on 12 Aug 1926 

Himmelberger-Harrison Lumber Co 
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Noma Hoskins 

in Kansas City Research Hospital of a cerebral hemorrhage at age 43. He was buried in the 

Masonic Cemetery in Piedmont, Wayne County, Missouri.38 Ollie moved to Piedmont in 1928 

and remained there at least until 1930. She lived at 406 W. Main Street in Fredericktown, 

Madison County, Missouri when she died on 3 Dec 1957 in St. Louis, Missouri. She was buried at 

the Masonic Cemetery in Piedmont.39  

Noma Melvina Hoskins 

Noma Melvina Hopkins, daughter of Rebecca Jane Duncan and 

William Thomas Hoskins, was born on 19 Aug 1885 in Reynolds 

County, Missouri. On 11 Aug 1907 she married Harry Stephan 

McHenry, the son of Silas McHenry. Harry was born on 8 October 

1881 in Sabula, Iron County, Missouri.  

In 1910 Harry and Noma lived in Ruble, Iron County, Missouri and 

Harry ran for county clerk on the Democrat ticket. It is not known if 

he won, but he was described as one of the “best known and most 

popular Democrats in the southeastern part of the county. He is 

young, energetic, and ambitious and if elected will make a splendid 

official.”40 The couple lived in Garwood, Reynolds County, Missouri in 

1920 and Henry farmed. On 17 Feb 1921 an auction announcement showed that Henry was 

giving up the farm life. He sold his mules, horses, cows, hogs, farming machinery, etc.  

Masonic Cemetery, Piedmont, MO 

Ellington City Cemetery 
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Ellington City Cemetery 

In 1930 the McHenry family lived in Logan, Reynolds County, Missouri and Harry worked as a 

driver for a lumber yard, then in 1935 they lived in Ellington, Reynolds County, Missouri. In 

1940 census,  Noma is listed in Ellington, but Harry does not appear on the 1940 census. There 

was a Harry McHenry living in St. Louis, working as a night watchman for Masonic Home 

Hospital, and this Harry McHenry had lived in Ellington in 1935. This may be Noma’s husband, 

as she listed herself as married.  

Noma and Henry had five children: John Duncan McHenry born 14 Sep 1908, Sallie V. 

McHenry born 4 Jan 1912, Minnie May McHenry born 26 Sep 1913, Irene Mary McHenry 

born 27 Nov 1915, and Catherine McHenry born in 1917. 

Harry died on 14 Oct 1950 of cancer and was buried in Ellington City Cemetery. Noma died on 

12 May 1952 at the Barnes Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri of nephrolithiasis. She too, was buried 

in Ellington City Cemetery. 

Nell “Nellie” Mae Hoskins 

Nell “Nellie” Mae Hoskins, daughter of William Thomas Hoskins and Rebecca Jane Duncan, 

was born on 23 May 1890 in Reynolds County, Missouri.41 She was the youngest of three siblings 

and the only girl. On 6 Oct 1913 

in the Iron County, Missouri 

courthouse in Ironton, she 

married William Moore.42 

William, the son of James Moore 

and Catherine Copeland, was 

born on 5 Feb 1882 in St. 

Francois County, Missouri.43 

William had grown up on his 

family’s farm and in 1910 

worked as a salesman in a dry 

goods store in Reynolds 

County.44 

In 1920 the couple lived in the 

State Road area of Logan 

Township, Reynolds County, 

where William was the owner and salesman in a 

dry goods store. The couple remained in the 

Reynolds County area where they raised two 

children: William Moore Jr. born 5 Aug 191445 

and Virginia Mae Moore born 2 May 1918.46   

Not many other facts are known about William 

and Nellie, except that in October 1956 Nellie was 

named vice-president of the Reynolds County 

Associational Women’s Mission Union.47 William 

died on 13 Dec 1960 in Ellington, Reynolds 

County, Missouri of a heart attack with 

contributing factors of obesity and senility. He was buried in the Ellington City Cemetery.48 49 
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Myrtle McAlister 

Nellie continued to live in Ellington until she moved in 1974 to the Riverways Manor Nursing 

Home in Van Buren where she was regularly visited by relatives. She died in February 1978 in 

Poplar Bluff, Butler County, Missouri and was buried with her husband in Ellington City 

Cemetery.  

Mollie Rutledge 

Mollie Rutledge, daughter of Jones R. Rutledge and Nancy Catherine Duncan, was born in 

1880 in Missouri.50 No further information has been found about Mollie. 

Lena Myrtle McAlister 

Lena Myrtle McAlister, the eldest child of James Monroe McAlister and Mary E. Duncan, was 

born in February 1885 in Missouri51 and grew up in Reynolds County. When she was about 

fifteen, her family moved to 

St. Francois County in 

Missouri and then on to 

Huntington, Cabell County, 

West Virginia where they 

settled by 1920. While in St. 

Francois County in about 

1908, Myrtle met and 

married Arthur Edward Dinwiddie, a laborer in a lead mine in 

the area. Arthur, the son of Samuel Dinwiddie and Clara M. 

Moon, was born on 5 Oct 1879 in Flat River now known as Park 

Hills in St. Francois County, Missouri.52   

In 1910 Arthur and Myrtle lived with Arthur’s mother, her other 

children, and several boarders in Elvins, St. François County 

where Arthur was still working in the lead mine.53 In 1918 

Arthur was employed as a switchman for Wiggins Ferry in St. 

Louis, Missouri and Myrtle lived at 820 Moffett Street in Joplin 

but they were still married.54 In 1924 they were both living in 

Huntington, Cabell County, West Virginia but maintained 

separate residences. Arthur worked for the railroad and Myrtle 

lived with her parents, caring for them, and working in her 

brother’s grocery store.55 The couple divorced about this time 

and Arthur married Hazel Ray. Arthur and Hazel lived in 

Huntington until Arthur died on 26 May 1940.56  

Woodmere Memorial Park 
Huntington, Cabell, West Virginia 



Generation Four 

83 

Margaret McAlister Henderson 

For many years after their divorce, Myrtle maintained the Dinwiddie last name and after Arthur 

died, listed herself in the city directories as the widow of Arthur. Myrtle stayed in her parent’s 

home at 1664 7th Avenue in Huntington after her parents died. She worked in her brother’s 

grocery and as a nurse until she died on 26 Jun 1964. She was buried as “Lena Myrtle McAlister” 

in Woodmere Memorial Park in Huntington. 57 58 

Margaret Melvina McAlister 

Margaret Melvina McAlister, second child of James Monroe McAlister and Mary E. Duncan, 

was born in March 1887 in Missouri59 and was named 

for her maternal grandmother, Melvina Johnston 

Duncan. In 1905 Margaret married James F. McCann, 

a dentist, who was born in 1879 in Illinois. In 1910 they 

lived in Perry, St. Francois County, Missouri and it was 

here that their two sons, James G. McCann and Blake 

Banard McCann, were born in 1909 and in 13 May 1910.60 The couple divorced between 1911 

and 1914 and Margaret moved to Joplin, Jasper County, Missouri.   

Margaret met Charles A. “Charley” Henderson in Joplin and they were married on 28 Oct 

1915 in Joplin. Charley was born on 24 Jun 1888 in Edinburgh, Johnson County, Indiana and 

was the son of Charles George Henderson and Emma A. Downs. He succeeded his father as 

owner and manager of S. C. Henderson Wholesale Grocery Company.  
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The couple lived at 602 Moffet Avenue in Joplin where they raised their daughter, Caroline Ann 

Henderson. Margaret was an active member of the First Presbyterian church in Joplin and was 

involved in many civic clubs and activities. 

Charley died on 29 Apr 1933 of acute endocarditis and was buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, 

Webb City, Jasper County, Missouri.61 Following Charley’s death, Margaret went to work in 1937 

as a hostess for the National Restaurant, and in 1938 as a private secretary for Investors 

Syndicate. Between 1938 and 1947, Margaret moved to Los Angeles, California (home of her son 

Blake McCann and family) where she died on Jun 1953. She was buried at Mount Hope 

Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Hope Cemetery 

The Joplin Globe, 30 Jun 1953 
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Dallas Flint McAlister 

Dallas Flint McAlister, son of James 

Monroe McAlister and Mary E. Duncan, was 

born on 4 Mar 1889 in Leeper, Wayne 

County, Missouri and grew up in the 

Greenwood Valley area on the border of 

Reynolds and Wayne counties. His is an 

unusual story, put together primarily though 

newspaper articles, that involves murder, 

smallpox, pest houses, mental hospitals, and 

epilepsy.   

In December 1904 at age 15, he shot and 

killed Isaac Pyles (Piles) at Oak Grove school 

house near Hadley in Greenwood Valley, 

Reynolds County. The argument grew out of 

a neighborhood feud among the boys. 

McAlister turned himself in to the authorities 

in Piedmont the next day. The trial was held 

Dallas Flint McAlister (above) 
Iron County Register, 22 Dec 1904 (left) 
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in the Circuit Court in Jun 1905 and resulted in a mistrial. “The jury we understand, stood two 

for murder in the first degree, eight for murder in the second degree, one for manslaughter and 

one for acquittal.” Shortly after the trial, Dallas and his family moved to St. Francois County, 

Missouri where Dallas and his father worked in the Doe Run lead mine. In July 1910 Dallas 

contracted smallpox and was confined to a pest house to prevent contamination.62 A pest house 

could have been a shed or a house used to quarantine those 

infected with a contagious disease.   

Dallas eventually died of complications from epilepsy, a 

disease that he showed signs of after recovering from 

smallpox. There were reports in those days of patients who 

had been given vaccinations for smallpox developing 

epilepsy as a side effect. The most difficult part of having 

epilepsy in the early 1900s was that it was considered a 

mental illness. He may also have worked in the lead mines 

with his father, because in November 1911, Dallas sued 

Doe Run Lead Company for damages.63 Seizures are 

caused by lead poisoning. His troubles continued and in 

June 1913, he was apprehended as a “poor person” and 

was examined and committed to the State Hospital No. 4 

in Farmington, Missouri.64   

By September 1914 Duncan was released from the hospital 

and lived in Elvins, St. Francois, Missouri. He was drafted 

into the US Army in 1917 while working in Elvins as a 

laborer for his father. In May 1918 he was in training at 

Camp Funston in Kansas when he was 

sent home for 40 days for an unknown 

reason, most likely for his epilepsy. This is 

the last mention of Dallas until his death 

on 22 Apr 1927 in Huntington, Cabell 

County, West Virginia at age 38.65 His 

obituary and death certificate, record he 

was a clerk, former mine inspector in West 

Virginia, and died of epilepsy. The epilepsy 

was obviously an ongoing health problem. 

Dallas was buried in Woodmere Memorial 

Park in Huntington.  

William Duncan McAlister 

William Duncan McAlister, son of James Monroe McAlister and Mary E. Duncan, was born 

on 14 Oct 1891 in Leeper, Wayne County, Missouri. When his parents moved the family to 

Huntington, Cabell County, West Virginia, he followed and in 1918, he and his brother Grover 

worked for the US Government as a machinists and engineers, helping build Dam 22 on the 

Ohio River near Ravenswood, West Virginia.66 He married Daisy Olive Fawcett in about 1921. 

Olive was the daughter of 

James Wesley Fawcett and 

The Sedalia Democrat, 24 Apr 1927 

Woodmere Memorial Park 



Generation Four 

87 

Alma L. Gilmore. She was born on 27 Jan 1905 in Clay Township, Gallia County, Ohio. She was 

a student in Huntington when she met and married Duncan. Following their marriage, Duncan 

went to work for McAlister’s, his brother’s grocery store where he was a meat cutter. By 1932 he 

had started his own grocery, Mack’s Market, at 804 6th Avenue in Huntington.67  

William Duncan had blue eyes, red hair and a ruddy complexion. In 1942 he was missing a 

portion of his right middle finger, from the first knuckle. This could have been the result of an 

accident as a meat cutter.68 After the grocery business, William Duncan started a restaurant, 

Victory Garden at 916 W. 6th Avenue in Huntington. In 1947, he sold Victory Garden and 

opened Billy’s Place at 440 W. 8th. He ran this 

establishment until about 1958.69 William 

Duncan died in March 1976. Daisy Olive 

continued to live in their home at 1705 5th 

Avenue until she moved to live with or near 

her daughter, Jean, in Huntsville, Walker 

County, Texas. Daisy died in Huntsville on 3 

Mar 1982 and was buried in Ridgelawn 

Cemetery, Huntington, West Virginia.70  

The couple had six children: Eleanor Louise 

McAlister born 23 May 1923, William 

Fawcett McAlister born 8 Feb 1925, Lois  
William Duncan McAlister (above) 

Daisy Olive Fawcett McAlister (above right) 
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Lorraine McAlister born 2 Feb 1928, Alma Jean McAlister born 8 Jul 1932, James Wesley 

McAlister born 8 Mar 1934, and Marcia Judy Kaye McAlister born 30 Apr 1941. 

Grover Gray McAlister 

Grover Gray McAlister, son of James Monroe McAlister and Mary E. Duncan, was born on 14 

Apr 1893 in Leeper, Wayne County, 

Missouri.71 He grew up in Elvins, Randolph 

County, Missouri before moving with his 

family to Hunti ngton, Cabell County, West 

Virginia between 1910 and 1918. In 1918 he 

and his brother, William Duncan, worked 

for the US Government as engineers 

building Dam 22 on the Ohio River near 

Ravenswood, West Virginia. Like his 

brother, he had blue eyes, red hair and a 

ruddy complexion. He was 5 feet 8 inches 

tall.72   

In 1921, the two brothers started McAlister 

Brothers Grocers at 1855 3rd Avenue in 

Huntington.73 On 6 Jun 1924 Grover 

married Dollye Mabel Pifer, daughter of 

Solomon P. “Dock” Pifer and Martha Jane 

“Mattie” Shanan. Dolley was born on 1 Oct 

1896 in Parsons, Tucker County, West 

Virginia74 where her father was a hotel 

Dollye Pifer McAlister Star Quilt 

McAlister Grocery about 1921 
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keeper. After Dolley’s father died, the family moved to Huntington and Dolley began working as 

a bookkeeper at McMahon-Diehl Company, a local department store.75   

By 1930 Dollye and Grover had moved to their home 

at 830 20th Street in Huntington. Here they lived for 

over thirty years. By 1932 Grover and his brother 

William had separated their businesses. William ran 

Mack’s Market and Grover ran McAlister’s Grocery 

along with help from his sister, Myrtle Dinwiddie, who 

kept the books. In 1947 Grover was the sealer of 

weights and measures for the City of Huntington. He 

died on 18 Apr 1957 and was buried in Woodmere 

Memorial Park in Huntington.76 77 In his will, he left all 

his belongings to his wife. 

Dollye was a seamstress and one of her quilts was 

donated to the West Virginia Department of Archives 

and History. The quilt is a Prairie Star design that dates from 1934. She learned 

to quilt from her mother at ten years of age and made over thirty quilts in her 

lifetime.78 Dollye died on 21 Jul 197879 and was also buried in Woodmere 

Memorial Park.  

Dorothy McAlister 

Dorothy “Dot” McAlister, the sixth child of James Monroe McAlister and 

Mary E. Duncan, was born on 21 May 1895 in Reynolds County, 

Missouri. She died on 9 Aug 1903 at age 8.   

Lloyd Gray McAlister 

Lloyd Gray McAlister, the seventh child of James Monroe McAlister 

and Mary E. Duncan, was born on 24 Jun 1898 in Reynolds County, 

Missouri.80 By age 12 his family lived in St. Francois County, Missouri 

and then in 1918 he lived a few houses from his sister Margaret and her 

husband Charles A. Henderson, at 628 Moffet Ave. in Joplin, Jasper 

County, Missouri. He was a printer apprentice with the News Herald81 and 

his name was often written “McAllister.” 

He met and married Grace R. Hatcher, a young teacher. Grace, the 

daughter of George Edward Hatcher and Victoria “Willie” Kelly, was 

born on 22 Feb 1891,82 grew up in Mexico, Audrain County, Missouri 

and gained her teacher certification in 1911. Grace and Lloyd married in 

about 1924.83   

The couple settled in Sedalia, Pettis 

County, Missouri where Lloyd was a 

Grover Gray McAlister 

Dorothy McAlister 

Lloyd McAlister 
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linotype operator at the Sedalia Capital. In October 1925 Lloyd was promoted to foreman of the 

composition room at the newspaper. Their daughter, Mary Victoria McAlister, was born on 29 

Mar 1927 in Sedalia. 

Between 1928 and 1930 the 

family moved to Springfield, 

Greene County, Missouri 

where Lloyd was the printer 

foreman for the Springfield 

Press. Then between 1933 and 

1935 they moved to Mexico, 

Audrain County, Missouri and 

lived with and cared for 

Grace’s father, George E. 

Hatcher. In Mexico, both 

Lloyd and Grace were active 

in politics and Grace was a 

member of the Audrain 

County Democratic 

Committee. Lloyd was active 

in the Missouri Valley Typographical Union and Grace was a member of the County Democratic 

Committee.84 She also worked as collector for the city of Huntington and received a promotion 

in May 1949.85  

In September 1949 Lloyd and Grace moved to St. Louis, Missouri where they lived at 5660 

Kingsbury. They lived here 

when their daughter married 

in 1951 and at least until 1966 

when Grace died on 6 May 

1966.86 Following Grace’s 

death and after his retirement, 

Lloyd moved to Colorado 

Springs, El Paso County, 

Colorado and died there on 

18 Oct 1974. Both were 

buried in Elmwood Cemetery 

in Mexico, Audrain County, 

Missouri.87 

 

 

 

St. Louis Post Dispatch,  8 May 1966 

Mexico Ledger, 19 Oct 
1974 

Elmwood Cemetery 
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Ruth Jane McAlister 

Ruth Jane McAlister, youngest child of James Monroe McAlister and Mary E. Duncan, was 

born on 25 Feb 1902 in Leeper, Wayne County, Missouri. She moved as a young child with her 

family to Elvins, Saint Francois County, Missouri. In May 1917 Ruth won the County 

Declamatory Contest held in the Flat River High School auditorium.88 The family, soon after 

1918, moved to Huntington, Cabell 

County, West Virginia where she 

continued her schooling and worked as a 

clerk and filing manager for a credit 

bureau. On 29 May 1930 Ruth married 

Donald J. Jones in Huntington.89  

Don, born on 9 Jun 1895 in Cabell 

County, West Virginia, was the son of 

John A. Jones and Ina Locock.90 When 

he and Ruth married, he lived in 

Montgomery County, Ohio. Following 

their wedding the couple moved to 1046 

Cumberland Avenue in Dayton, Ohio 

where Don worked as a salesman for 

Dayton & Xenia Transit Company 

Freight Office.91 After a few years they 

moved to Norristown, Montgomery 

County, Pennsylvania where Don 

worked as chief clerk for the Continental Baking Company.  

By 1940 Don and Ruth had moved to 431 W. Sedgwick Avenue in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

and Don worked as a salesman for Bryant Air Conditioning Corporation. He worked for Bryant 

when he died on 9 Aug 1955. At Some point between the death of her husband in 1955 and 

1984, Ruth moved back to Huntington where she died on 15 Jan 1984.92 Both Don and Ruth 

were buried in Spring Hill Cemetery.93  

 

 

431 W. Sedgwick, Philadelphia 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 11 Aug 1955 (above) 
Ruth McAlister Jones (right) 
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Vesta Virginia Cotton 

Vesta Virginia Cotton, the oldest child of Dr. Lee White Cotton and Martha L. Duncan, was 

born on 12 Mar 1890 in Mill Spring, Wayne County, Missouri.94 In 1901 she and her family 

moved to Enid, Garfield County, Oklahoma where Dr. Cotton established a medical practice. 

Vesta graduated from Enid High School, attended the Liberty Ladies College in Liberty, Clay 

County, Missouri, and the San Antonio Female College in San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas. In 

1910 she was the society editor of the Enid Morning News and took a prominent part in church 

music in Enid.95 

On 25 Sep 1912 at her parent’s home, she married Henry Baron “Hiney” Storrs. Henry, son of 

Daniel Storrs and Eliza Ann “Sarah” Goff, was born on 2 Apr 1883 in Topeka, Shawnee County, 

Kansas. He was an 

electrical contractor 

and moved to Enid, 

Oklahoma in 1908. 

They met at social 

events in Enid. In 

1912 Henry began 

working for Kansas 

Electric and Gas 

Company in Wichita, 

Sedgwick County, 

Kansas and they 

married soon after he 

moved to Kansas. 

Following their 

marriage Henry and 

Vesta settled in 

Wichita for a few 

years before they 

moved back to Enid, 

where their daughter 

Kathleen was born in 

1919. The family lived at 1609 Cherokee and Henry was manager of the electrical department for 

Kennedy Mercantile Company, a position he held until 1922. In 1922, joining with his brother, he 

established Storrs Electrical Construction Company and was a member of the Enid Chamber of 

Commerce and a staunch supporter of the city of Enid.  

In 1930 the family lived at 1008 W. Wabash Avenue in Enid and in 1946 they lived at 1621 W. 

Oklahoma Avenue. Henry, remembered as a man with “a broad smile and a hearty greeting for 

his 

Enid Cemetery 

The Wichita Daily Eagle, 7 Sep 1912 
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legions of friends,” died on 4 Feb 1950 in Tulsa, Tulsa County, Oklahoma and was buried in 

Enid Cemetery in Enid. Vesta died on 19 Feb 1969 in a nursing home in Tulsa and was also 

buried in Enid Cemetery.  
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Cecil White Cotton 

Cecil White Cotton, the second child of Dr. Lee White Cotton and Martha L. Duncan, was 

born on 21 Aug 1894 in Piedmont, Wayne County, Missouri.96 In 1908 the Cotton family moved 

to Enid, Garfield County, 

Oklahoma. Cecil attended the 

University of Oklahoma, but 

left school and enlisted in the 

Oklahoma National Guard in 

1917 during World War I. On 

28 Sep 1918 he was 

commissioned as a second 

lieutenant in the infantry at 

Central Officers’ Training 

School, Camp Pike, Arkansas. 

He was tall, of medium build, 

with blue eyes and light hair.97  

After World War I, Cecil 

returned to school and 

graduated from the University 

of Oklahoma. In 1921 he went 

into business with his brother 

as a cotton broker in Cotton 

& Cotton and was also 

connected to a bank in 

Woodward, Oklahoma. On 23 

Nov 1921 at the home of the 

bride’s parents, Cecil married 

Dorothy Zacharias who born 

in Harper, Harper County, Kansas in 1898.9899 

Dorothy was the daughter of Frank R. Zacharias 

and Freda Elizabeth Wahlquist. Dorothy’s father 

was a geologist and banker in Enid. She graduated 

from Kemper Hall in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and 

from the University of Oklahoma where she was a 

member of Pi Beta Phi sorority. 

Dorothy Zacharias Cotton 1949 

Dorothy Zacharias and her mother, Freda, about 1910 
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Following their marriage, the couple lived in 

Woodward, Woodward County, Oklahoma where 

Cecil worked for the New State Bank as a 

bookkeeper. In December 1922 Cecil bought stock 

in the First National Bank of Kingfisher, Kingfisher 

County, Oklahoma and became active in the banking 

business.100 He accepted the position of cashier at 

the First National Bank of Kingfisher in Jan 1923 

and he and Dorothy 

moved to Kingfisher to 

take over that 

position.101  

Cecil continued his 

education and in 1923 

earned a Doctor of 

Philosophy degree 

from the University of 

Missouri. After 

graduation, he 

continued working in 

banking as a loan 

inspector in Enid. In 

1930 he and Dorothy 

lived at 614 S. 

Elmwood in Tulsa 

where Cecil was district Manager of Wailes Dove-Hermiston 

Corporation, manufacturers of protective paints and coatings for 

steel, iron and concrete. He worked for the company in Tulsa, 

Kansas City, and San Francisco before returning to Tulsa in 1935.102   

When the family returned to Tulsa, Cecil began his own oil supply 

business, C. W. Cotton Supply Company. This company later 

became Longhorn Supply Company of which he was chairman of 

the board. In 1952 he organized the Utica Bank in Utica Square 

Shopping Center and served as its first president. He was chairman 

of the board of the Utica Bank until his retirement in 1967. Cotton 

also served as chairman of the board of the Oklahoma City branch 

of the Federal Reserve Bank for six years and was a member of the 

board of Lincoln Bank and Trust Company of Ardmore.103 

In addition to banking, Cecil was a leader in civic and ranching 

circles. During World War II he was general chairman of the Tulsa 

Ration Board, a director of the Tulsa Area Red Cross organization, 

chairman of the Tulsa Chamber of Commerce Agriculture 

Department, and headed the Tulsa Farm Group. Later, he was 

director of the Chamber of Commerce, the Community Chest, and 

the Children’s Medical Center. Until his death he was a breeder of 

registered Herefords at the Bar C Ranch near Skiatook, Oklahoma.  

Cecil White Cotton  
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Cecil and his wife Dorothy raised a family of two adopted children, Stephen White Cotton and 

Charlotte Cotton, whom they raised as twins. Dorothy was also active in civic affairs and was a 

member of 

Trinity 

Episcopal 

Church 

and was 

president 

of the 

Trinity 

Altar Guild 

and the 

DG 

Chapter of 

PEO 

Sisterhood.  

Dorothy 

died on 16 

Jul 1966 in 

Tulsa after 

an illness 

of several 

weeks. She 

was buried 

in 

Memorial 

Park 

Cemetery 

in Tulsa. In 

1968 Cecil 

married 

Mrs. 

Charles B. 

Peters 

(Jessie M. 

Crane). 104 

Cecil died 

on 14 May 

1974 and 

was buried 

in 

Memorial 

Park in 

Tulsa.105  
Memorial Park, Tulsa, Oklahoma (above) 

Tulsa World, 15 May 1974 (left) 



Generation Four 

97 

Doyle White Cotton 

Doyle White Cotton, third and youngest child of Dr. Lee White Cotton and Martha Duncan, 

was born on 3 Sep 1897 in Missouri. His family moved to Enid, Garfield County, Oklahoma 

when he was eleven. He graduated 

from Enid High School in 1915 

and from the University of 

Missouri in 1920 where he was 

president of the student body and 

was a member of Phi Delta Theta 

fraternity. Following graduation, 

he went into the cotton broker 

business (Cotton & Cotton) in 

Enid with his brother Cecil.  

On 14 Sep 1922 Doyle married 

Alice Marie Champlin, the 

eldest child of Herbert Hiram 

Champlin, an Enid banker and 

oilman, and his wife Ary Delight 

Noble. Alice was born on 15 Jul 

1899 in Enid.106 She and Doyle 

had three children: an infant who 

was born and died in 1925, Helen 

Elizabeth Cotton who was born 

in 1927, and Doyle White 

Cotton Jr. born 17 Jul 1931.  

In 1928, the family lived at 1220 

W. Main in Enid and Doyle was the secretary-treasurer of 

Champlin Refining Company that was owned by his 

father-in-law.107 The company was started in 1916 when 

Herbert Hiram Champlin bought a lapsed oil lease on the 

Beggs farm about fifteen miles east of Enid. Champlin 

invested twenty-five thousand dollars in the venture and 

his first well came in on Christmas Day 1916. The banker-

turned-oilman drilled more wells on the 160-acre lease and in July 1917 purchased a small 

refinery on the outskirts of Enid, enlarged it, and established the Champlin Refining Company. 

By the mid-1920s Champlin Refining Company was marketing petroleum products in a six-state 

area centered on Oklahoma. As the organization grew, it drilled more wells, built a large pipeline 

network, opened additional refineries, and greatly expanded the retail operation.108   

The Columbia Evening Missourian, 19 Sep 1922  
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Alice Marie died at age 35 on 17 Jun 1934 in Enid and 

was buried in Enid Cemetery.109 Following Alice’s death 

Doyle continued working for the Champlin Refining 

Company, serving as secretary-treasurer while Alice’s 

brother, Joe, was the 

vice-president. In 

1944 following H. H. 

Champlin’s death, 

Doyle became vice-

president and Joe, 

president of the company. 

Doyle married again a year after Alice’s death, on 13 Jul 1935. 

He married Mrs. Jewett Swift Treadwell. Jewett was the 

daughter of Charles Jewett Swift and Justina Walton Acorn. 

Charles J. Swift was an attorney and a member of one of the 

pioneer families of Columbus, Georgia and Justina was the 

daughter of the governor of Mississippi. Jewett’s first husband 

was Timmons Louis Treadwell Jr.110 and her second husband 

was James W. Moore,111 a professional baseball player.112 113  

Doyle and Jewett had a second home in Montecito, Santa 

Barbara County, California at 565 Piacho Lane and there they 

were in the social swirl. The house was known as the “Pink 

Shell” and the Cottons entertained regularly. Following their 

divorce in 1957, Jewett retained ownership of the home and 

lived there 

until her death 

in 1965.114  

While Doyle 

was married 

to 

Jewett, 

his business interests continued to grow. In 1949, 

he owned Orchard Hills Farm and was president 

of the Southwestern Aberdeen-Angus Breeders 

Association.115 In 1951 he resigned as vice-

president of Champlin Refining Company but 

stayed on as an executive director. He turned his 

attention to the Tulsa based Mercury Drilling 

Company that he had begun with partner, 

Chester H. Westfall.116 In 1953 he and seven 

other men started Utica National Bank and Trust 

in Tulsa, Oklahoma.   

Doyle was obviously not a man who enjoyed being single, because on 27 Oct 1957 in Tulsa he 

married his third wife, Jerelyn Wilkinson Kellard.117 Jerelyn had also been married several times. 

Her second husband, James Burt Stoddard, was in the oil business in Dallas, Texas and she listed 

Enid Cemetery, Enid, Oklahoma  

Jewett Swift Treadwell 
Daily Ardmorite, 14 Jul 1935  

The Los Angeles Times, 28 May 1967 (Jerelyn 
Cotton, center) 
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her occupation in 1956 as “oil producer.” She was in the social scene in Los Angeles, California 

so it is easy to see how she and Doyle would find much in common.  

Jere and Doyle continued to play a major role in the Los Angeles social scene just as Doyle and 

Jewett had. Jere was an interior designer and their homes were a focal point for entertainment. In 

1971 they purchased the singer Andy William’s Bel Aire home, tore it down, and rebuilt. The 

couple lived there until 1978 when they sold their home, down-sized, and moved to an 

apartment. Doyle died on 16 Jul 1987 in Los Angeles and was buried in Memorial Park Cemetery 

in Tulsa.118 Jerelyn died on 21 Dec 1997 in California and was buried in Forest Lawn Memorial 

Park in Glendale, California.119  

Wilma Marie Duncan 

Wilma Marie Duncan, eldest child of Richard A. Duncan and Sarah Anna O’Dell, was born on 

24 May 1898 in Missouri.120 Marie grew up in Missouri and on 10 Mar 1919 married James Guy 

Bone Sr. 

Guy, the son of James Pickney Bone 

and Mary Ann “Mollie” Daniel, was 

born on 10 Sep 1896 in Mill Spring, 

Wayne County, Missouri.121 During 

World War I, he served in the US Navy, 

enlisting on 6 Dec 1917.122 After the war 

Guy returned to Missouri and after his 

marriage to Marie, worked as a cashier 

in the railroad station in Hubble, Cape 

Girardeau County, Missouri.123 He 

worked as a telegrapher and railroad 

agent for Missouri-Pacific Railroad in 

Bismarck, St. Francois County, Missouri 

Memorial Park Cemetery, Tulsa, Oklahoma Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, California 

Masonic Cemetery, Piedmont, Missouri 



Generation Four 

100 

from 1930 until at least 1942. The 

couple returned to Mill Spring before 

1968. 

They had five children: Wilma Jean 

Bone born 11 Aug 1920, James Guy 

Bone Jr. born 25 Apr 1923, Ava 

Joyce Bone born 30 Dec 1926, 

Reginal Lee Bone born 3 May 1929, 

and Jamie Gordon Bone born 14 Jan 

1940.   

Guy died on 23 Sep 1973 and was 

buried in the Masonic Cemetery, 

Piedmont, Wayne County, Missouri.124 

Marie lived in Mill Spring until 1980 

when she moved to 1433 Cherry 

Blossom Drive, Littlefield, Lamb 

County, Texas to live with her 

youngest son, Jamie. She died in 

Littlefield on 4 Dec 1980 and was 

buried in the Masonic Cemetery in 

Piedmont. Her death certificate reports 

that she was a retired railroad ticket 

agent.125  

Audra E. Duncan 

Audra E. Duncan, daughter of 

Richard A. Duncan and Sarah Anna 

O’Dell, was born on 24 Dec 1900 in 

Missouri and grew up in the Hadley 

area of Reynolds County.126 On 16 

St. Louis Star and Times, 11 Jun 1938 (above left) 
Photo: St. Louis Post Dispatch, 11 Jun 1938 (above) 
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Nov 1918 she married William Washington Malloy.127 William was born in Piedmont, Wayne 

County, Missouri on 19 May 1880 and was a locomotive engineer for the Missouri-Pacific 

Railroad.128  

The couple lived most of their married life in Bismarck, St. Francois County, Missouri. They 

raised four children: Donald Winston Malloy born in 1919, Audra Warren Malloy born 20 

Oct 1921, Peggy Ann Malloy born 29 Feb 1932, and William Duncan Malloy born 21 Nov 

1936.   

Tragedy struck the family twice. In 1935 Donald, age 17, dove into a creek near his home and hit 

a submerged rock. He died several days after the accident.129 The second tragedy struck on the 

early morning of 11 Jun 1938 when William’s passenger train was wrecked as it attempted to 

cross flooded Joachim Creek near Horine, Missouri. The engine went into the deep water of the 

creek bottom. William was trapped inside the engine and drowned. He was buried in Bismarck 

Masonic Cemetery in Bismarck.130 

Audra, left with a family of three children to raise, remained in Bismarck at least through 1940. 

She eventually moved to Granite City, Illinois to live with her daughter Peggy Ann and her 

husband Donald Dillard. Audra died in 1984 and was buried in Bismarck Masonic Cemetery.131 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Bryce Duncan 

Virginia Bryce Duncan, daughter of Richard A. Duncan and Sarah Anna O’Dell, was born on 

11 Sep 1904 in Missouri. She grew up in Reynolds County and between 1920 and 1929 she 

married John H. Boten. John was born on 30 Aug 1901, the son of Charles W. and Anna Boten. 

His father died in 1906132 and John was raised 

by his aunt Miss Minnie Boten. 

John worked as a clerk for the Atchison, 

Topeka and Santa Fe Railway (AT&SF) 

throughout his life and he and Bryce lived, 

worked, and raised their son, John H. Boten, 

in Topeka, Shawnee County, Kansas. For 

many years, from 1929 through 1960, the 

family lived at 220 E. Paramore in Topeka, 

Bismarck Masonic Cemetery 

Rochester Cemetery, Topeka, Kansas 
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the family home of John’s aunt Minnie. Bryce worked as a sales clerk at Warren M. Crosby Co. in 

1931 and at Emahizer-Spielman Furniture in 1958. In 1960 she managed the National Dollar 

Store No. 3 in Topeka.   

John died on 28 Apr 1980 in Topeka and was buried there in Rochester Cemetery.133 Bryce died 

on 12 Nov 1991 and was also buried in Rochester Cemetery.  

Ralph Abraham Duncan 

Ralph Abraham Duncan, son of Richard A. Duncan and Sarah Anna O’Dell, was born on 22 

Jan 1908 in Hadley, Wayne County, Missouri.134 He was raised on the family farm in Reynolds 

County, Missouri. In 1927 Ralph’s parents moved to Huntington, Cabell County, West Virginia 

and Ralph followed them.135 His parents remained in West Virginia for a few years before 

returning to Missouri, but Ralph stayed and lived briefly with his aunt and uncle, Mary Elizabeth 

Duncan and James Monroe McAlister in Huntington. By 1930 he was working as a plater in a 

nickel plant in Huntington. He married Alta Ellen Hooser before 1933 and by 1941 he worked 

for A F Thompson Manufacturing Company. The Thompson plant produced a wide variety of 

gas space heaters in different shapes and sizes. In 1940, Alta listed her occupation as “vamping.” 

They lived at 836 4th Avenue in Huntington in 1951. 

He and Alta had one son, Robert Bernard Duncan, who was born on 20 Sep 1933 in West 

Virginia. It is believed that Ralph died of a stroke on 30 Jun 1968 at 418 4th Street in the Maggie 

Ross Nursing Home in Huntington and was buried in the Highland Cemetery in Huntington. No 

parents are listed on the death certificate and the birth date is January 1908.136 No further 

information about Alta or Robert has been discovered.  

Donald Doyle Duncan 

Donald Doyle Duncan, son of Richard A. Duncan and Sarah Anna O’Dell, was born on 19 Jan 

1912. He grew up in Reynolds County Missouri. It is not known if he went to Huntington, Cabell 

County, West Virginia with parents in 1927 but if he did, he didn’t stay. In 1935 he lived with his 

sister, Bryce Duncan Boten and her husband John at 220 Paramore in Topeka, Kansas and 

worked as a laborer. In 1937 he had a job as a mechanic and married Ruth Alta Kreeck.   

Ruth, the daughter of William Walker Kreeck and Lou Ella Lackey, was born on 29 Mar 1903 in 

Ottawa, Franklin County, Kansas. She attended Ottawa schools and spent much of her life there. 

In 1921 Ruth was a student in Ottawa and then in 1926 she was a teacher. From 1927 until 1935 

she worked as a waitress in Topeka.137 It was during the years in Topeka that she married 

Duncan, but their marriage was not one of togetherness, if it lasted long at all. 

In 1940 Ruth lived with her parents and her son, Richard W. Duncan, at 934 S. Willow in 

Ottawa. She listed her marital status as “married” but Donald did not live with the family. He 

lived in Mill Spring, Wayne County, Missouri and worked as a trucker. Donald did serve in the 

United States Army during World War II as a sergeant with the 621st Base Unit AAF. From 1946 

through 1955, Ruth and her son Richard lived at 943 Willow in Ottowa and Ruth worked as a 

bookkeeper for Bennett Creamery but there is no mention of Donald living in Ottawa.138 Ruth 

later worked for the US Postal Service in Kansas City.  
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Donald died on 20 May 1961 in Yolo County, California and was buried in Mill Spring Cemetery 

in Mill Spring.139 It is not known if Donald and Ruth ever divorced but they certainly did not live 

together.   

In December 1965 Ruth married Earl Clay Dowdy in Fort Scott, Kansas. Dowdy died on 20 

Oct 1977 and in 1980 Ruth moved to Florida. She died there on 12 Feb 1999 in Medart, Florida 

and is buried in Pleasant View Cemetery in Vining, Washington County, Kansas.140  

 

Lloyd O’Dell Duncan 

Lloyd O’Dell Duncan, the youngest child of Richard A. Duncan and Anna O’Dell, was born on 

3 Jul 1914 in Hadley, Wayne County, Missouri. He spent his early years on the family farm in 

Reynolds County. On 13 Jul 1934 he married Sylvia Sanelina (also written Synora) Kotka in 

Carlton County, Minnesota.  

Sylvia was born on 29 Jul 1916 in Carleton County. She and Lloyd lived at 424 4th Street in 

Cloquet, Carleton County from 1935 until 1940. Here they raised three sons, Lloyd Jay Duncan 

born 20 Dec 1934, Donald Doyle Duncan born 25 Feb 1936, and Thomas Duncan born after 

11 Apr 1940.141 After the birth of their third son, the couple divorced.  

Not much is known about either Lloyd or Sylvia. In 1940 Lloyd was a laborer in sewer 

construction and was still working as a laborer at the end of his life. In 1971 Lloyd lived at 23 

North Masabe Avenue in Duluth, St. Louis County, Minnesota when he died of congestive heart 

failure. Alcoholism was a contributing factor and his death certificate lists cuts and bruises that he 

received at Norman’s Bar the previous month. Lloyd was buried in Mill Springs Cemetery in Mill 

Springs, Wayne County, Missouri.142 Alcohol must have been a factor in his life. 

It is believed that Sylvia married Alfred George Johnson on 7 Sep 1940 in Carlton County, but 

this has not been documented.  

Pleasant View Cemetery Mill Spring Cemetery 
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Infant Copeland 

Infant Copeland, daughter of James M. Copeland and Mary Ann 
Carter, was born on 3 Nov 1882 in Reynolds County, Missouri, 
and died on 6 Nov 1882, the same day her mother died. The child 
is buried with her mother in Government Cemetery in Ellington, 
Reynolds County, Missouri.143  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lewis Monroe “Luke” Copeland 

Lewis Monroe "Luke" Copeland, son of James M. Copeland and Sina Ellington, was born on 10 
Feb 1887 in Hadley, Reynolds County, Missouri.144 Hadley was a 
small community in southern Webb Township, halfway between 
Ruble and Garwood. Luke attended Roland Hill School in the 
Garwood area of Reynolds County. As a young man of fourteen, he 
accidently shot 
and killed his 
younger brother, 
William who was 
thirteen, while 
they were 
hunting in the 

woods. This accident must have been something 
that haunted him for life. 

As an adult, Luke was of medium height, was stout, 
with blue eyes and light brown hair. Like many of 
his family, he was a farmer. He married Grace May 
Roy on 5 Oct 1912 in Carter County, Missouri.145 
Gracie May was born on 18 Jan 1893 in Missouri 
and was the daughter of John Hix Roy and Tenna 
Sheets. Gracie was one of ten children 146 and the 
marriage united two large families of the area. 

In 1920, Grace and Luke lived on their own farm in 
Webb Township, Reynolds County, Missouri with 
their eldest three children and two boarders, one of 
whom was a school teacher and the other was a 

Government Cemetery, Ellington, Missouri 

Grace Roy Copeland 

Luke Copeland 
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farm worker.147 The family 
lived in Kelly Township, 
Carter County, Missouri in 
1930 and were renting a house. 
Luke was still farming and his 
son, William, worked as a farm 
laborer. From 1935 to 1940, 
the family lived in Webb 
Township, Reynolds County.  
They were again renting a 
house and Luke and his son, 
James, worked in a saw mill. 
Luke and Grace’s son, William 
and William’s wife, Hazel, 
lived next door. William was 
also employed by the saw 
mill.148   

Luke died on 22 Feb 1966 in 
Reynolds County, Missouri 
and was buried in Yount 
Memorial Cemetery, 
Garwood, Missouri. Gracie died ten years later, on 7 Mar 1976 and 
was buried beside her husband.  

The couple had five children: William Anderson "Bill" Copeland 
born 25 Dec 1913, Robert Hartford Copeland born 23 Apr 1916, 
James Haden Copeland born 20 Nov 1918, Leroy Copeland 
born 4 Jan 1927, and Lawrence 
Maxwell Copeland born 13 
Aug 1831. 

The Current Local, 25 Mar 1976 (above) 
The Current Local, 29 Sep 1966 (right) 

Grace and Luke Copeland 
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Catie Copeland 
Catie Copeland, daughter of 
James M. Copeland and Sina 
Ellington and twin of William A. 
Copeland, was born on 24 Apr 
1888 in Reynolds County, 
Missouri.  She died a few months 
later on 7 Sep 1888 in Reynolds 
County, and was buried in the 
Copeland Cemetery on the family 
farm. 
 

 

 

 

William A. Copeland 

William A. Copeland, son of James M. Copeland and Sina Ellington 
and twin of Catie Copeland, was born on 24 Apr 1888 in Reynolds 
County, Missouri. Willie, as he was called, died on 25 Apr 1901 at age 
13 in Reynolds County. He was accidently shot and killed by his 
brother Luke while hunting in the woods. 
 
 
 
 

 
John Potter Copeland 

John Potter Copeland, son of James M. Copeland and Sina Ellington, was born on 21 Nov 1894 in 
Ellington, Reynolds County, Missouri. He served in the military 
during World War I as a private in the Medical Department. He 
enlisted on 12 Apr 1918 and was discharged on 1 Feb 1919. 
During his term of service, he was assigned to Base Hospital 85 
OTC at Ft. Riley, Kansas.149 When the hospital staff left for 
France, he was assigned to the Medical Supply Company at Ft. 
Riley and there he served until his discharge.   

John married Hannah Rae “Roxie” Hoskins, daughter of 
George and Hanna Hoskins of Carters Creek, on 29 Jun 1919 in 
Reynolds County. Roxie was born on 10 Feb 1901 in Reynolds 
County. Following the wedding, John and Roxie lived in a separate 
house next to John’s parents and he worked with his father on the 
family farm. In 1930, John had his own farm in Webb, Reynolds 
County (it is not known if it was the same land owned by his 
father) and he and Roxie had 4 children. In 1940 John listed his 
occupation as a merchant, but they continued to live in Webb. In 1959 they lived in Garwood, 
Reynolds County and both were members of the Baptist faith. 

Yount Cemetery 

William Copeland 

John Potter Copeland 
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John died that year on 18 Jul 1959 in the VA Hospital in Poplar Bluff, Butler County, Missouri and was 
buried in Yount Memorial Cemetery in Reynolds County. John was diabetic, had his left leg amputated, 
and died of a coronary occlusion at age 64. Roxie died on 30 Jul 1990 and was also buried in Yount 
Cemetery.  

The couple had five children: Edna Louise Copeland born 20 Aug 1920, Lewis T. Copeland born 
30 Nov 1923, Eugene Copeland born 12 May 1926, George Copeland born 16 Sep 1927, and 
Robert “Bobby Joe” Copeland born 27 Jul 1932. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Harry Mann Carter 

Harry Mann Carter, son of Frederick Carter and Ida Mae 
Mann, was born on 23 Mar 1895 in Reynolds County, 
Missouri. In 1910 he was a farmer and lived in Webb, 
Reynolds County. Harry was of medium height and build 
and had blue eyes and light-colored hair. On 27 Sep 1914 he 
married Lula Berttie Mann in Ellington, Reynolds County, 
Missouri. Lula was born on 15 Feb 1895 to William M. 
Mann and Elizabeth Ellen Coy.  

In 1917, according to his World War I registration 
document, Harry was married, had two children and lived in 
Piedmont, Missouri.150 Harry and Lula eventually had four 
children: Kathryn Vernice Carter born 13 Jan 1915, 

Yount Memorial Cemetery 

The Current Local, 30 Jul 
1959 

The Current Local, 9 Aug 
1990 

John and Luke Copeland 

Edna May Holt 
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Winford Winston Carter born 22 Jan 1917, Marie Una Carter born 12 Jan 1918, and Lena Bernice 
Carter born 15 Sep 1921. In December 1938 Harry and Lula divorced.151 Lula married Joseph J. 
Kahlert on 8 Apr 1939. She died on 13 Dec 1966 and was buried in Laurel Hill Gardens in Pagedale, 
St. Louis County, Missouri. 

Harry married a second time. He married Edna Mae Holt, who was born on 25 Jun 1904 in 
Minnesota, the daughter of Albert S. Holt and Jennie Dieten. Edna had children from a previous 
marriage and Harry and Edna may have had two children together. According to his death certificate, 
Harry and his wife, Edna, lived at 3018 Kossuth Ave., St. Louis, St. Louis County, Missouri and Harry’s 
occupation was “retired cab driver.” Harry died on 17 Aug 1958 at age 63 in St. Louis on the way to the 
city hospital of pulmonary edema. He was buried in Ellington Cemetery in Ellington. Edna continued 

to live in their home after Harry’s death at least until 
1960. Edna Mae died on 11 Oct 1983 in Pacific, 
Franklin County, Missouri.  

 
 

 

Ellington Cemetery 

St. Louis Post Dispatch, 10 
Sep 1978 (left) 

Harry Mann Carter Death 
Certificate (below) 
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Lester Carter 

Lester Carter, son of Frederick Johnston and Ida Mae Mann, was born on 5 Feb 1898 in Hadley, 
Reynolds County, Missouri. In 1917, he was a farmer, working for his father in rural Hadley. In 1920, 
he worked as a mill man in a saw mill in Webb, 
Reynolds County. He married Ethel M. Proctor 
on 5 Mar 1921 in Centerville, Reynolds County. In 
1930, the family lived in Richmond Heights, St. 
Louis, Missouri where Lester worked as a car 
conductor for the street car company. From 1940 
to 1950 the family lived at 3532 Dix Avenue, 
Overland, St. Louis, Missouri. The couple had one 
daughter, Dorothy Pauline Carter, who was born 
on 3 Dec 1921. 

Lester died on 26 Dec 1950 in St. Johns Hospital, 
St. Louis, St. Louis County at age 52 of cancer, 
and was buried in Ellington Cemetery, Ellington, 
Reynolds County, Missouri. Ethel, who was born in 1900, died in 1991 and was buried in Ellington 
Cemetery with her husband.152   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edith May Carter 

Edith May Carter, daughter and youngest child of Frederick Franklin Carter and Ida Mae Mann, was 
born on 17 Jul 1900 in Missouri. She grew up in Webb, Reynolds 

County, Missouri, and still lived 
there in 1920 with her family. On 
7 Jul 1922 Edith M. Carter 
married Thomas W. Pursley in 
Greenville, Wayne County, 
Missouri.  

Edith died on Apr 1984 in St. 
Louis County, Missouri. She was 

buried in Laure Hill Memorial Gardens, Pagedale, St. Louis 
County, Missouri. Thomas who was born on 24 Feb 1901 in 
Franklin County, Missouri, died in January 1978 in St. Louis, 

Ellington Cemetery 

St. Louis Post Dispatch, 28 Dec 1950 (above) 
St. Louis Post Dispatch, 20 Mar 1991 (right) 

St. Louis Post Dispatch, 15 Jan 1979 

St. Louis Post Dispatch, 29 Apr 1984 
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Missouri. He was buried in Laurel Hill Memorial Gardens. They had no children. 

 
Blanche Elrena Lloyd 

Blanche Elrena Lloyd, daughter of Margarete Kathryn “Kate” Carter and John Wilson Lloyd, was 
born on 6 Oct 1899. She grew up on the family farm in Reynolds County, Missouri and began teaching 

in the county schools in 1920. On 6 Apr 
1924 she married Thomas Leslie 
Howard, the son of George Howard and 
Emma J. Hackworth. Thomas was born 
on 31 Dec 1903 in Reynolds County.   

Following their marriage, the couple 
moved to 4528 Oakland Avenue in St. 
Louis, Missouri where Thomas was a 
street car conductor. In 1943 the couple 
and their two children, Lloyd L. 
Howard born 19 Feb 1925 and Thomas 
L. Howard Jr. born 1928, and the family 

lived at 
5156A 
Minerva 
Avenue in 
St. Louis. 
There, on 
10 Oct 
1945, 
Blanche 
died 
suddenly 
of a 

cerebral embolism. She was buried in Ellington City Cemetery in Ellington, Reynolds County, Missouri. 
Thomas died on 12 Apr 1973 and was also buried in Ellington City Cemetery.   
 

Lyman Carter Lloyd 

Lyman Carter Lloyd, son of Margrete 
Kathryn Carter and John Wilson Lloyd, was 
born on 2 Nov 1901 in Reynolds County, 
Missouri and completed one year of high 
school. He married Mae Gastineau on 12 
Aug 1926 in Reynolds County, Missouri. Mae 
was the daughter of Guy Gastineau and his 
wife Edith and was born on 29 Jun 1906. Both 
Lyman and Mae lived in Ellington, Reynolds 
County, Missouri at the time of their marriage. 

Mae and Lyman lived in Logan, Reynolds 
County, Missouri in 1930 and Lyman was a 
farmer. In 1940 they lived at 120 College 
Avenue in Ellington where Lyman began his 

St. Louis Post Dispatch, 10 Oct 1945 (above) 

Ellington City Cemetery 

Ellington City Cemetery 
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career as a rural mail carrier. He was also a clerk of the Modern Woodsman Lodge. 

Lyman died in July 1968 in Ellington and was buried in the Ellington City Cemetery. Mae died on 10 
Feb 1989 and was also buried in the Ellington City Cemetery.  

The couple had two children: Billie Jean Lloyd born 3 Dec 1928 and Verna Lee Lloyd born 25 May 
1929. 
 

Glenn Wilson Lloyd 

Glenn Wilson Lloyd, son of Margret Kathryn Carter and John Wilson Lloyd, was born on 26 Aug 
1909 in Missouri. He grew up in Webb, Reynolds County, Missouri and completed the 8th grade. In 

1930 he 
worked on 
the family 
farm and he 
married 
Alice 
Elizabeth 
Clark on 21 
Oct 1939 at 
Centerville, 
Missouri. 

Alice was 
born on 9 
Oct 1922 in 
Wayne 
County, 
Missouri and 
was the 
daughter of 
Dave Clark 
and Lee 

Addie Campbell of Doe Run Valley, 
Missouri. Following their marriage, 
Alice and Glenn lived with Glenn’s 
parents and helped them farm their 
land in the Logan Creek area. Eight 
years later they moved to Webb 
Creek where they stayed and raised 
their four children: Edith Marie 
Lloyd born 24 Oct 1942, Glenn 
Wesley Lloyd born 18 Jun 1946, 
John David Lloyd born 2 Aug 
1948, and Randall Curtis Lloyd 
born 13 May 1950.   

Glenn and Alice were very 
successful farmers for 42 years. 
Alice was a member of the The Lloyd Farm 

Lloyd Family: Front – John David Lloyd, Edith Marie Lloyd with Randall Curtis Lloyd, Glenn Wesley Lloyd 
Back – Glenn Wilson Lloyd, Margrete Katherine Carter Lloyd, Alice Elizabeth Clark Lloyd 
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Bethlehem Baptist Church 
and her hobbies including 
quilting, fishing, working in 
her garden, and squirrel 
hunting. She also loved 
cooking for her family and 
friends. She didn’t cook five 
things for a meal, she 
cooked twenty. She was a 
hard worker and helped 
Glenn run the farm. Both 
Alice and Glenn knew the 
definition of hard work and 
were always willing to help 
anyone in need. Glenn was 
always helping neighbors 
with cattle work in the area.  

The couple celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary at 
a reception in Ellington in 
Reynolds County on 14 Oct 
1989. Over 200 friends, 
neighbors and relatives 
wished them well on the 
occasion.153 Glenn died on 

28 Sep 1998 and was buried in Ellington City Cemetery in Ellington. Alice died on at Clark’s Mountain 
Nursing Center in Piedmont, Wayne County on 16 May 2016 at the age of 94. She was buried with her 
husband in Ellington City Cemetery. 

 

Ellington City Cemetery (top) 
 Alice Lloyd fishing  

Alice and Glenn Lloyd 

The Current Local, 12 Oct 1989 
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Everett Elbert McFadden 

Everett Elbert McFadden, son of Martha Johnston and William Rheubottom McFadden, was born 
on 1 May 1884 in Leeper, Wayne County, Missouri. He grew up on the Johnston-McFadden family 
farm in Greenwood Valley, Missouri and worked on the farm through 1900. On 30 Jun 1905 Everett 
married Mrs. Clara Mullens in Butler County, Missouri.154 The marriage was short-lived and on 4 Apr 
1908, he married Mable McDurff in Williamsville, Wayne County.155 Mable and her parents, Belle and 
Frank McDurff, were neighbors of Everett because in the 1910 census the McDurff family and the 
McFadden family are listed next to each other on the same page.   

In 1910 Everett was a wood cutter by trade and by September 1918, Everett 
and Mable had moved to Wheaton, DuPage County, Illinois where Everett 
worked as a motorman for Aurora, Elgin & Chicago Railroad. Everett 
continued to live in Illinois and work for the railroad through 1942. He and 
Mable may have divorced, since in the 1920 census, Mable and the children 
were living with Mable’s mother in Aurora, Illinois and Everett was living in 
Weaton, Illinois with his father.   

Everett and Mable had three children: Hazel Irene McFadden born in 
1908, twins Elbert William McFadden and Emmett Franklin 
McFadden born 11 Jul 1909, and Linnus McFadden born 12 Mar 1912. 
Everett died on 6 Dec 1950.156 No further information has been found. 

 

Alice Lloyd working cattle on her farm in 2001 
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11 Jun 1935 

Palm Beach Post, 3 Oct 1972 

Crown Hill Cemetery 

Alvis McFadden 

Alvis McFadden, daughter of Martha Johnston and William Rheubottom McFadden, was born on 5 
Aug 1886 in Missouri. She grew up in Wayne County, Missouri and often socialized with her cousins, 
Ethel and Eugene Johnston in Doniphan, Ripley County, Missouri. Between 1915 and 1935 she 
married Charles Xavier Thompson.  

Charles, the son of Henry Thompson and Charlotte Warmall, was born on 28 Dec 1866 in Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada. He was a salesman in the publishing 
business and had been married to Edith Mildred 
Wright on 6 Feb 1901 in Marquette, Michigan and 
they had three children: Dana Langford Thompson 
born 25 Aug 1903, Helen Wright Thompson born 9 
Feb 1908, and Cortes Xavier Thompson born 6 Oct 
1916. Charles was six feet tall, with a fair complexion, 
brown hair, and blue eyes. It is believed that he 
worked for the R. L. Polk & Co, selling and 
publishing city directories.  

Charles married Avis McFadden after 1924, but the 
date of the marriage is unknown and the status of his 

relationship with his first wife is not 
known. Charles died on 9 Jun 1935 in 
Clark Memorial Hospital in Jeffersonville, 
Clark County, Indiana of a coronary 
embolism following an auto accident on 
State Road 31 in Clark County. On his 

death certificate, Alvis was listed as his wife. Charles was buried in the Crown Hill Cemetery there. On 
8 Mar 1944, nine years after Charles’ death, on a US and Canadian border crossing document, Edith 
Mildred Wright Thompson listed herself as a widow.  

Following Charles’ death, Alvis remained in 
Indianapolis at least through 1940, working as 
a private secretary and accounting clerk for 
Hugh J. Davey, a local optometrist. Her 
obituary reports she was also a retired clerk in 
the accounting department of Kraft Food 
Company in the Chicago International office.   

Avis moved to Lake Worth, Florida where she 
was a member of the Business Women Circle 
of the First Baptist Church of Lake Worth, a 
member of the Women’s Auxiliary of the John 
F. Kennedy Hospital of Lake Worth, and a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce of 
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Lester Kitchens and date (above) 
Lester Kitchens 1937 (left) 

Lake Worth. She died in Lake Worth on 3 Oct 1972 and was cremated.  

 

Neal D. Kitchens 

Neal D. Kitchens, first born son of Sophronia Mann 
Johnston and George Washington Kitchens, was born 
in 1887 Doniphan, Ripley County, Missouri and died 
on 8 Aug 1889 at his home in Poplar Bluff.157 

 

George Lester Kitchens 

George Lester Kitchens, son of George Washington 
Kitchens and Sophronia Mann Johnston, was born on 
13 Aug 1890 in Poplar Bluff, Butler County, Missouri. 
He grew up in El Paso, El Paso County, Texas, 
attended El Paso public schools, and played 
quarterback on the El Paso High School football team 
in 1906. In 1908 worked as an electrician and lived at 

home with his parents. Before 1917 he served 
three years with the Texas National Guard 
and spent four months in the US Navy. He 
clerked for John J. Green in Chickasha, 
Oklahoma in 1917, then was in San Francisco 
in 1922, and finally settled in Illinois by 1940. 
He lived in Chicago in 1940 at the time of his 
mother’s death. In 1942 at age 51, he lived at 
the Milton Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri and 
worked for Hanlon Supply Company out of 
Newton, Kansas.158 He lived in O’Fallon, St. 
Clair County, Illinois in 1947 where he 
worked as a waiter. George died on 31 Jan 
1947 in Belleville, St. Clair County, Illinois 
and is buried at Shiloh Cemetery.159  
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Ben, Mary Eleanore and Bill Kitchens 1937 

El Paso Herald, 21 Nov 
1918 

William Frederick “Fred” Kitchens 

William Frederick Kitchens 

William Frederick Kitchens, son of George Washington Kitchens and Sophronia Mann Johnston, 
was born on 11 Nov 1895 in Doniphan, Ripley County, Missouri,160,161 his mother 
and father’s home town. Fred grew up in El Paso, Texas.  

An adventurous young man, Kitchens was the first to fly a glider in El Paso. He 
and E. R. Carpenter built a glider and flew it in 1909. They built the glider at 
Fred’s home and used hollow bamboo fishing poles, rags, wooden crates, and 
baling wire. According to Mr. Carpenter, “Some of the flights were 40 and 50 feet 
long. The flights took place off the hills around the location of the El Paso High 
School. We were having a lot of fun until our parents made us throw the glider on 
the scrap heap.” In addition to flying, Fred was also interested in electronics and 
ham radios, and this interest carried over into his professional career.   

He served in the military 
during World War I as a 
first lieutenant in the 
Motor Transport Corps 
in France and Germany 
and in 1920 he was a 
civilian electrician at the 
US Government Army 
Post in El Paso, Texas.162 
He operated a radio 
transmitting station, 
5AKY, in El Paso during the 1920s. In 1926, 
he successfully sent a message all the way to 
Chile, and eventually operated the commercial 
KFXH radio station.   

Fred became engaged to Mary Eleanore 
Rogers in November 1921 and married her 
on 24 Dec 1921. Mary Eleanore was born on 
15 Sep 1901 in El Paso.163,164,165 The couple had 

two children: William Frederick Kitchens Jr. 
born 27 Feb 1923 in El Paso and Benjamin 
Francis Kitchens born 6 Feb 1924 in El Paso. 

In 1923 Fred became the supervisor of buildings 
for public schools in El Paso and later became 
the superintendent of buildings and grounds for 
the El Paso Public School System. Fred took a 
year’s leave of absence from his job on 20 Aug 
1935 to assume an active duty assignment at Ft. 
Bliss, working with the Civilian Conservation 
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El Paso Herald, 23 Nov 1950 
El Paso Herald, 1 Apr 1950 (right) 

El Paso Herald, 27 Mar 1956 

Corps. At that time, he was a captain in the Army Reserve Corps. Fred returned to his duties as 
superintendent of buildings and maintenance for El Paso Schools on 20 Aug 1937. He served in this 
capacity until 1942 and the start of World War II. 

During World War II he returned to active duty in the Army Air Force 
and reported in 1942 to Fort Frances E. Warren in Wyoming where he 
was stationed in the Quartermaster Corps. He was later transferred to 
Lockbourne Air 
Base in Columbus, 
Ohio. In 1943, 
Mary was with Fred 
in Columbus when 
her automobile was 
struck by an Army 
ambulance and she 
suffered critical 
injuries. She did 
recover. 

Both of their sons, 
Bill and Ben, served 
in the Air Force 
during World War 
II. Ben, a fighter 
pilot in the 9th Air 
Force, was killed in 
France on his 33rd 
mission. 

Fred retired from 
the Air Force in 
1947 and he and 
Mary returned to 
El Paso to live. 
Fred was an avid 
fisherman and 

sportsman and he 
and Mary enjoyed 
spending time in 
the outdoors. 
They fished for 
salmon at Oacas 
Island in Puget 
Sound, 
Washington and 
for bass at Lake 
Boquilla in 
Mexico. He 
dabbled in politics 
and ran 
unsuccessfully for 
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Fort Bliss National Cemetery 

Isabelle Kitchens 

the El Paso school board in 
1948 and again in 1950. 

Fred died on 26 Mar 1956 in 
William Beaumont Army 
Hospital in El Paso.166 He 
was buried on 29 Mar 1956 
in Ft. Bliss National 
Cemetery, El Paso.167,168,169    

Mary continued to live in El Paso where she was active in Beta Sigma Phi, a 
non-academic sorority founded for the social, cultural, and civic enrichment 
of its members. The organization donates funds to medical research. Mary 
and her husband established an annual Kitchens award presented to a 
member of the Austin High School ROTC. The award was in memory of 
her son, Ben Kitchens, and she regularly presented the award. 

Mary died on 9 Jun 1983 in El Paso.170 She was buried on 14 Jun 1983 at Ft. 
Bliss National Cemetery in El Paso along with her husband and son, 
Bill.171,172 

 

Isabelle Kitchens 

Isabelle Kitchens, daughter of Sophronia Mann Johnston and 
George Washington 
Kitchens, was born on 28 
Dec 1898 in Doniphan, 
Ripley County, Missouri.173,174 
She grew up in El Paso, El 
Paso County, Texas, attended 
public schools there, and 
graduated from the local high 
school in 1918. She was a 
member of the U. S. Club, an 
organization she helped to 
found to entertain 
servicemen. She later worked 
as a stenographer.175  

El Paso Herald, 11 Aug 1919 
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Isabelle and J O McClanahan, 1919 

Isabelle and J.O. McClanahan 

Isabelle and Helen McClanahan 

Isabelle married James Orion McClanahan 
on 9 Aug 1919 at her home, 1020 East Rio 
Grande in El Paso.176 James, the son of Tillie 
P. Watt and William James McClanahan, was 
born on 2 Feb 1891 in Dyer, Tennessee and 
grew up in Dallas, Texas.177 He was artistic 
and began work in 1913 as a card writer for 
Lewis Systems and then was a department 
manager at Tiche-Goettinger Co. in Dallas. 
By 1916 he had moved to El Paso where he 
worked for Popular Dry Goods Company.178 
He entered military service on 19 Dec 1917, 
trained in San Pedro, California, and was 
assigned to the 53rd Ammunition Train, Coast 
Artillery Corps. He went overseas on 12 May 
1918 and participated in the battle of Meuse-
Argonne. He was discharged in February 
1919.179  

Following the end of World War I, and following his 
marriage in 1919, James returned to work as a sign 
writer with Popular Dry Goods Company. He was 
also a fine golfer and often competed in city 
tournaments. In 1920, the couple lived at 1020 East 
Rio Grande Street in El Paso, Texas with Isabelle’s 
family,180 and then purchased property from Isabelle’s 
mother in 1922 following the death of Isabelle’s 
father and with the impending birth of their first 
child.181 James, Isabelle, and Isabelle’s mother moved 
to 2521 Lebanon in El Paso and James opened his 
own company, The Show Card Shop, from 1922 until 
at least 1924.182 In 1924 he went back to work at 
Popular Dry Goods.  

It was in the house on Lebanon where James and Isabelle’s first child, Helen Isabelle McClanahan, 
was born on 22 Nov 1922.183 Helen was her mother’s pride and joy.184   

For a while in 1930, the entire family, including Sophronia Kitchens, lived at 1805 Piedra Street in El 
Paso, Texas.185 By 1932 Isabelle, James, and Helen had moved to Dallas, Texas and lived at 4605 Gilbert 
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Dallas Morning News, 20 Nov 1965 (above) 

Restland Cemetery, Dallas (left) 

Dallas Morning News, 5 Oct 1955 

Street.186 Here, tragedy struck the family. Helen developed a boil and a bacterial skin infection 
(furunculous) and then tetanus. She died on 1 Aug 1932 at age 9 and was buried in Grove Hill 

Cemetery in Dallas.187 The family 
was devastated, especially 
Isabelle. The doctors and family 
encouraged the couple to have a 
second child and on 31 Oct 
1933, James Frederick 
McClanahan was born.188 

The family remained in Dallas 
and in 1942 lived at 4431 
Vandella Street. James was a 
commercial artist for National 
Screen Company and was a 

member of the Tannehill Masonic Lodge No. 32. The death of 
Helen McClanahan continued to haunt Isabelle and she suffered 
from depression and suicidal thoughts. In the early 1950s, after 
her son was grown and married, Isabelle made an extended trip 
to visit her relatives and carefully put names on the back of each 
family photograph.189 She died by her own hand on 3 Oct 1955. 
Her death was ruled suicide by inhalation of gas fumes.190 She 
was buried on 5 Oct 1955 in Restland Memorial Park in Dallas.191 

James continued to live and work in Dallas, staying in his home 
at 4431 Vandella. He died there on 17 Nov 1964 of a coronary 

occlusion. 
He was 
buried on 20 
Nov 1964 in 
Restland 
Cemetery in 
Dallas.192   

 

 

James O. McClanahan at work 
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Ruth Marcell Johnston 

Ruth Marcell Johnston, daughter of Richard P. Johnston and Almedia Holland, was born on 24 Aug 
1893 in Poplar Bluff, Butler County, Missouri.193 She 
grew up in Poplar Bluff and by 1915 had moved to 
Coffeyville, Kansas with her mother and two siblings 
after her father left the family. In 1915 Ruth worked as a 
cashier and bookkeeper at Caudry Hardware in 

Coffeyville. 
On 24 Feb 
1915 she 
married Ed 
Karns Jr., son 
of Ed Karns 
Sr., a well-
known oil 
operator from 
Coffeyville, 
and his wife 
Dorothea E. 
Wilson.194 
The ceremony 
took place at 
the 
“Presbyterian 
manse,” a house occupied by Rev. H. M. Markley who was 
the celebrant.  It was a quiet ceremony and came as a surprise 

to their friends.195   

Ed, born on 3 Aug 1892 in Ohio,196 was an oil producer 
and superintendent of leases and was in business with his 
father.197 In 1917 Ed and Ruth lived at 415 W. Davis in 
Nowata, Oklahoma, just 50 miles south of Coffeyville. 
They moved back to Coffeyville in 1918 and lived at 407 
Willow Street and then in 1922 at 507 West Fifth Street. 
They moved to Augusta, Georgia in the 1950s,198 and 
then in 1962 to Terrell Hills, Bexar County, Texas where 
their daughter, Shirley Karns Johnson, and her family, 
lived.   

Ed died on 27 Mar 1963 at the Santa Rosa Medical 
Center in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas of a cerebral 
hemorrhage.199 Ruth died on 19 Nov 1971 in Northeast 
Baptist Hospital in San Antonio. Both were buried at 
Sunset Memorial Park in San Antonio.200   

They had four children: Ed Karns III born 4 Nov 1917, 
Shirley Evelyn Karns born 8 Aug 1919, Marjorie Ruth 
Karns born 26 Oct 1921, and Kathleen Elizabeth 
Karns born in 8 Jul 1925 

Ruth Marcell Johnston 

Ed Karns Jr. 

Coffeyville Daily, 24 Feb 1915 
“A Bendict” means “a newly married man 
who has been a long-time bachelor.” 
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Frank Richard Johnston 

Frank Richard Johnston, son of Richard P. Johnston and Almedia Holland, was born on 12 Dec 1894 
in Williamsville, Wayne County, Missouri201 and died on March 1977 in Shawnee Mission, Johnson 
County, Kansas.202 Frank grew up in Coffeyville, Kansas and in 1917 worked as an advertising manager 
of the Coffeyville Daily Sun, lived at 506 E. 10th in Coffeyville, and was financially supporting his mother 
and sister, Bernice age 13.203 He was of medium height and medium build with blue eyes and brown 

hair.204 Frank 
worked for a 
few years at The 
Daily Sun, and 
then in 1919, 
went to work in 
the automobile 
business.205 He 
worked his way 
up and in 1920 
managed a 
branch agency in 
Chanute, Kansas 
of the Etchen 
Auto Company 
that was owned 
by Fred Etchen. 

On 28 Mar 1920 
he married Eva 
Verity at the 
Episcopal 

San Antonio Express, 28 Mar 1963 

San Antonio Light, 21 Nov 1971 

Chanute Daily Tribune, 31 Mar 1920 The Chanute Daily Tribune, 21 Feb 1920 
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Bernice Johnston Erwin 

rectory.206 Eva, the daughter of William F. Verity 
and Katherine Stone who was born on 8 Jul 1893 
in Maple Hill, Kansas, was a cousin of Grace 
Verity Etchen, wife of Albert Matthew Etchen. 
Eva had lived with her cousin and her husband since 1909. A. M. Etchen was a Coffeyville attorney and 
a brother of Fred Etchen who owned an automobile dealership. Grace Etchen also worked as office 
manager for the Etchen Auto Company, along with Frank Johnston’s sister, Bernice who was a 
stenographer for the company, and Frank who was in sales. Following their wedding, Frank and Eva 
moved to Chanute, Kansas and lived there from 1920 through 1924.207 In 1925 they moved to Wichita, 
Kansas and then in 1930 it was on to Parsons, Labette County, Kansas. During these years Frank 
worked as an auto salesman and in 1940 he became manager of an auto dealership. In 1950 they lived at 
520 S. 13th in Parsons. 

Between 1950 and 1952, it is believed that Frank and Eve divorced, because on 9 Jul 1952, he married 
Fern Johnson in Benton County, Arkansas.208 Fern owned a restaurant in and an apartment house in 
Parsons when they married. She sold the restaurant and she and Frank moved Shawnee Mission, 
Johnson County, Kansas where Frank owned and operated the Frank R. Johnston Real Estate 
agency.209 

The couple lived at 5102 Fox Ridge Dr, Apt 2A in Mission, Kansas when Frank died on 4 Mar 1977 in 
Baptist Memorial Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri. His estate, including several lots in Overland 
Heights subdivision in Overland Park, Johnson County, was worth about $170,000 at the time of his 
death and Fern was the sole beneficiary.210  

No specific information about Fern has been found after Frank’s death. There was a Fern Johnson, 
born on 17 Sep 1899 and died in February 1973 in Salina, Kansas.211 It is not known if this is the wife 
of Frank. R. Johnston but it is believed to be. 

 

Bernice Johnston 

Bernice Johnston, daughter of Richard P. Johnston and Almedia Holland, was born on 14 Nov 1902 
in Missouri.212 She was raised in 
Coffeyville, Montgomery County, 
Kansas and completed a course in 
stenography at the Coffeyville Business 
School. She started working in 
Coffeyville in January 1919 as a 
stenographer for The Three Rule 
Store,213 for the Chamber of 
Commerce,214 and then for Etchen 
Auto Company.215 Between 24 Jun 1924 
and 24 Sep 1924, she married Edwin 
“Babe” Erwin, a handsome baseball 
player for the Coffeyville Refiners, a 
Class D minor league team in the 
Southwestern League.216   

Erwin was born in Dallas, Texas on 10 
Feb 1896 and was the son of Hiram P. 
Erwin and Laura Ann Boles. The Erwin 
family was a baseball family; Babe was 
one of six brothers from Dallas who 
played professional ball. He began his 
professional career in 1917 as a clerk at 
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the Federal Reserve Board in Dallas.217 World War I 
intervened, and Babe served in the US Army, Texas 
Field Artillery from 5 Aug 1917 until 21 Jun 1919. After 
his military service, he continued working for the 
Federal Reserve Board and played baseball for minor 
league teams in Texas (Dallas Giants, Terrell Terrors), 
Kansas (Coffeyville Refiners, Hutchinson Wheat 
Shockers), Louisiana (Baton Rouge Highlanders) and 
Florida (Tampa Krews). He was an outfielder and 
manager with a great arm but had trouble hitting a 
curve ball.   

By 1930 Babe and Bernice had moved to the Davis 
Shores area of St. Augustine, Florida where he worked 
as a salesman for King Motor Company and then as a 
safety consultant for the State of Florida.218 Bernice 
worked as a stenographer for the H E Wolf 
Construction Company, Inc. She and Babe divorced in 
1948. Babe quickly remarried (Freida Dona), and 
moved briefly to Springfield, Illinois before returning to 
Dallas.219 He died in Dallas, Dallas County, Texas on 10 
Jan 1964 and is buried in Restland Memorial Park in 
Dallas.220  

Bernice and Babe had one daughter, Frances 
Elizabeth Erwin, born on 17 Nov 1924 in 
Dallas.  Bernice brought her mother to live 
with her in Davis Shores in St. Augustine.  
There she raised her daughter and was active in 
the arts community. She died on 8 Jun 1992 in 
St. Augustine and is buried there in Evergreen 
Cemetery.221  

Babe Edwin Erwin 

Dallas Morning News, 13 Jan 1964 

Restland Memorial Park, Dallas, TX 

Evergreen Cemetery, St. Augustine, FL 
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Bessie Grassham 

Bessie Grassham, 
daughter of Mary 
Olive Johnston and 
James Alexander 
Grassham, was born 
on 1 June 1890 in 
Leeper, Wayne 
County, Missouri222 
and resided in 1900 
at Mill Spring, Wayne 
County, Missouri.223 
She lived with her 
mother and step-
father on the family 
farm in Reynolds 
County in 1910. On 
31 Aug 1912, she 
married Eury Ralph 
Webb.224   

Webb was also born 
on 10 Oct 1889 in 
Leeper and was the 
son of Richard Webb 
and Francis 
Bowers.225 In 1917 
Eury was store 
manager for Duncan 
&Webb in Hadley, 

Missouri.226 By 1930 the family had moved to Poplar Bluff, Butler County, Missouri and lived at 939 
Poplar Street. Eury was manager for W.B. Crane Co., a lumber company incorporated in Illinois in 
1915, that supplied railroad ties. Bessie worked as a secretary for W.B. Crane Co. Eury eventually 
became vice president and manager of the Enarc Lumber.227   

Eury died on 9 Aug 1944 of influenza complications and was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in Poplar 
Bluff. Bessie died on 16 Jan 1969 and was buried with her husband in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

The couple had one daughter, Helen Margaret Webb born 20 Jan 1916. 

Woodlawn Cemetery, Poplar Bluff, MO 

Coralie Holland Patton and Bessie Grassham Webb 
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Eugene and Lena Grassham 

Eugene Alexander Grassham 

Eugene Alexander Grassham, son of Mary Olive Johnston and James Alexander Grassham, was 
born on 1 Oct 1895 in Williamsville, Wayne County, Missouri,228,229,230 Eugene’s father died shortly after 
Eugene was born. Eugene’s mother, Olive, returned home with her children to her family’s farm in 
Greenwood Valley near 
Mill Spring and Leeper, 
Missouri to be near her 
family. Olive married 
Robert Holland in 1902 
and the family settled on 
the Holland farm in Webb, 
Reynolds County, Missouri 
until Holland’s death in 
1915, when the family once 
again returned to 
Greenwood Valley.   

Eugene married Lena 
Shaver on 25 May 1918 in 
Greenwood Valley at his 
family’s home.231 Lena was 
born in Iron County, 
Missouri on 17 Jan 1897 to 
Bill and Parlee Shaver. 232 
She went to a one-room 
school at Oak Grove 
between Garwood and 
Leeper and lived in Union, 
Iron County before she 
married. 

Following their marriage, 
Lena and Eugene lived on a farm in Webb Township, Reynolds County, Missouri near Piedmont.233 234 
It was on this farm that they raised their five children: James E. Grassham born 2 Apr 1928, Howard 
Gordon Grassham born 16 Oct 1933, Lillian Kathryn Grassham, born 18 Mar 1919, Charles 
Fredrick Grassham born 16 Sep 1921, and Martha Evelyn Grassham born 13 Nov 1924. In an 
article in The Current Local on 8 Sep 1988 celebrating her 91st birthday, Lena recounted those early days 
on the family farm: 

They had no electricity for approximately 10 years. Of course, she said, people can live 
without electricity. She heated water on the wood stove for bathing, washing clothes, 
etc. She remembers gathering the wood off the hillside, building a fire under the old 
black kettle to boil the clothes, rubbing each piece on the washboard, rinsing, then 
running them through the bluing water. 

All the garden vegetables were canned on the kitchen wood stove. This was done with 
no fans or pressure canners. Canning was carried out for several weeks. You opened 
all the doors and windows and started early in the morning while it was cool. By the 
time you got the children up, dressed, fed, prepared the meals for the day, chased kids 
and flies all day long, you were ready for night to come. The workers would come out 
of the fields at dusk. Supper was prepared and most of the time eaten around 9:00 
o’clock. 
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Masonic & Van Buren Cemetery, Van Buren, MO 

You raised your own chickens and made butter. To keep butter cold, it was lowered 
into the cistern on a rope. They made trips to Leeper to buy ice for the icebox. Things 
were also kept in a cellar.   

Lena says she never did plow but did everything else. She helped to load hay and 
gather corn. 

On Sundays, the family all attended Sunday school and church. The church was the 
center for most community activities. That’s where you met friends and neighbors and 
at appointed times had dinner on the grounds. This was literally “on the ground.” 
They would spread blankets and place the food on the ground. Men would gather on 
one side of the church yard and the ladies on the other and much talking would go on. 

Another common practice was holding visitation for the dead in the home. People 
would gather and sat up all night. I asked why they stayed up and she didn’t know. 
They just did it. From 
the home, the deceased 
were taken to the 
cemetery and there a 
service was held with 
scripture reading and 
hymns. 

Ladies always wore 
dresses. Lena has never 
worn slacks or shorts. 
She laughingly tells of 
how she would wear a 
pair of overalls to pick 
blackberries. She was so 
afraid someone would 
see her, and they were 
quickly taken off when 
she returned home.   

Lena was 16 years old before she saw a car and has never driven one. Her first 
airplane flight was at the ages of 83. She has never seen a United States president or a 
presidential candidate. In her lifetime, she has experienced the horse and buggy days 
to putting a man on the moon. 

In September 1944, Eugene was elected treasurer and Sunday School Superintendent of the Oak Grove 
Baptist Church Reynolds County. He was licensed to preach in 1947 and he was ordained a Southern 
Baptist minister in 1948. Eugene was first hired as “an indefinite pastor” to the Oak Grove Church. He 
led the efforts of the church members to build a new church for the Oak Grove community between 
Garwood and Piedmont, overlooking Greenwood Valley on one side and Webb Valley on the other. 
He served as pastor for 25 years. Lena and Eugene moved from the farm to Van Buren in 1957 and he 
retired from active ministry in May 1965.235     

Eugene died on 8 Feb 1972 in the Lucy Lee Hospital in Poplar Bluff, Butler County, Missouri236 and 
was buried in Masonic & Van Buren Cemetery in Van Buren.237 Lena died on 16 Oct 1989 in Van 
Buren and is buried in the Masonic & Van Buren Cemetery with her husband. 238 
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The Current Local, 26 Oct 1989 
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Charles Victor Grassham 

Charles Victor Grassham, son of Mary Olive Johnston and James Alexander Grassham, was born on 
15 Nov 1897 in Missouri.239 As a young man, Charles got himself into a mess. According to family lore, 
Charles had “gotten a girl pregnant in Wayne County. Rather than marry her, Charles ran. He contacted 
his mother by letter through a close friend and neighbor, being careful to conceal his trail to the East. 
He sent for his mother and sister when he became economically able to set up a home for them.”240 In 
1918 Charles lived in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania at 1624 North 52nd and 
was a fireman for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Co. In 1920 he was a lodger at 
the home of Mary Foley in 
Philadelphia Ward 34 and worked as a fireman on a railroad. By 1930 he was established in his job and 
his mother and sister moved to Pennsylvania to be with him. They all lived in District 178, Yeadon 
Borough, Delaware County241 and Charles had worked his way up to railroad engineer.242 In 1941 he 
signed his mother’s death certificate and gave his address as 6021 Nassau Road in Philadelphia.   

Following his mother’s death, Charles married Florence A. Griesemer in Philadelphia in September 
1942.243 At some point, probably after he retired from the railroad, the couple moved to Dade County, 
Florida. Charles kept apart from his family and died in Florida on 19 Feb 1974. Florence died on 9 Jul 
2002 in Miami, Dade County, Florida. 

 

Norman Miller Holland 

Norman Miller Holland, son of Mary Olive 
Johnston and Robert Holland, was born on 12 Sep 
1903 in Reynolds County, Missouri. He grew up on 

his father’s farm in Webb, Reynolds County, 
Missouri. When his father died in 1915, his 
mother took the children and moved back to 
her family’s farm in Greenwood Valley near 

Norman and Coralie Holland 

Norman and Nelle Holland on wedding day 
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Leeper, Wayne, Missouri. 
Norman married Nelle 
Naomi Hartman on 15 
Oct 1921 in Leeper. 244 

Nelle was born on 29 Jul 
1901 in Summersville, 
Texas County, Missouri 
and was the daughter of 
Samuel Isaac Hartman and 
Mary Naomi Estep. 
Following their marriage, 
Norman and Nelle lived 
on the Greenwood Valley 
farm until the late 1920s 
when Norman’s mother 
sold the farm and moved 
to Pennsylvania.   

By 1930 Norman, Nelle 
and their children had 
moved to Poplar Bluff, 
Butler County, Missouri 
and Norman began 
working, first for the Iron 
Mountain Railroad in 
Wayne County, and later 
for the Missouri Pacific 
RR as a fireman. He 
worked for the railroad for 
thirty years. He also 
served as constable in the 
city of Poplar Bluff and 
the family lived at 317 
Neat Street in Poplar 
Bluff. He was a hard 
worker but also was an 
alcoholic.  

Norman died on 20 May 
1957 in Poplar Bluff and 
was buried in Poplar Bluff 
City Cemetery.245 Nelle 
died on 22 Jan 1990 
Westwood Hills Health 
Care Center in Poplar 
Bluff. She too, was buried in Poplar Bluff City Cemetery. 

The couple had eight children: Norma Lucille Holland born 8 Jul 1922, Naomi Louise Holland 
born 1 Feb 1924, Nita Lois Holland born 2 Mar 1926, Nelma Loretta Holland born 31 Aug 1928, 
Mary Evelyn Holland born 24 Sep 1930, Robert Hartman Holland born 14 Dec 1934, Martha 
Eleanor Holland born 8 Nov 1938, and Edward Ray Holland born 20 Jun 1942. 

 

Norman Miller Holland with Nelle, Lucille 
and Louise in 1925 
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Nelle Hartman Holland 

Norman 
Holland 
Obituary 

5 Generations 
Diana Aden Roark (43), Christopher Roark (21), Norma 

Lucille Aden (64) 
Nelle Hartman Holland (85) with Alicia Marie Roark (4 mo) 

Nelle Hartman Holland Obituary 
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Sanford Holland 

Sanford Holland, son of Mary Olive Johnston and Robert Holland, was born in 1906 in Reynolds 
County, Missouri. Little is known about Sanford and it is believed that he died young and is buried on 
the family farm in Greenwood Valley, but no marker exists for him. Some family members recall that 
his name was Stanley.   

 

Coralie Holland 

Coralie Holland, daughter and youngest 
child of Mary Olive Johnston and Robert 
Holland, was born on 26 Jan 1909.246 She 
lived with the family in Reynolds and 
Wayne County Missouri as a child. Coralie 
moved to Pennsylvania with her mother in 
the 1920s.   

In 1925247 she married Howard Robert 
“Bob” Patton, who was the son of Joseph 
and Eva Patton and was born on 21 Jul 
1907 in Pennsylvania.248 They lived in 1930 
in Yeadon, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. 
On 25 Dec 1925 they had their first son, 
Robert Joseph Patton who only lived ten 
days and died on 3 Jan 1926 from 
complications due to a premature birth. A 
year later they had a second son, Howard 
Robert Patton Jr. who was born on 28 
Nov 1926. In 1940 Bob, a draftsman for 
the highway department, and Coralie lived 
in Upper Darby, Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania with their son Howard R. 
Patton Jr., age 13.   

Coralie and Bob divorced sometime after 
1941 and she married William “Willie” 
Trusten Webb. Webb, the son of Allan 

Trusten Webb and Rosa Lee 
Dailey, was born on 15 Jun 
1899 in Kings County, New 
York and had been married 
before to Mildred Emma Riley 
and had two children: Charles 
Allen Webb and Mildred Aileen 
Webb. Willie was six feet tall, 
weighted 215 pounds, with a 
gray eyes and black hair and 
had served in the US Navy 
during World War I.249 It is 
interesting to note that in 1940, 
the Pattons had a boarder, 
William J. Webb, age 41, born 
in New York, who was a 

Willie and Coralie Holland Webb 

103 29th Street South, Brigantine, NJ 
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machinist in the Navy yard. It is a good assumption 
that this was Willie Webb. After retirement, the couple 
moved to the island of Brigantine, New Jersey and 
lived at 103 29th Street South.  

Coralie died in September 1981 in Brigantine of a 
heart attack. According to her granddaughter, Karin 
Patton Jones, she was a heavy smoker. Coralie was 
cremated, and her ashes were placed in Great Bay. 
Willie died in February 1982.250 Following his death, 
the Brigantine house on 29th street was sold. Coralie 
and the house in Brigantine are remembered fondly by 
her grandchildren. Robin Patton Corson remembers 
that “Coralie was my absolute favorite Grandmother. I 
loved her to pieces. And she loved her 
granddaughters!” 

Bob Patton died on 19 Oct 1976 and was buried in 
Arlington Cemetery, Drexel Hill, Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania.   

 

Berenice Johnston 

Berenice Johnston, daughter of William W. Johnston and Sallie 
Mabrey, was born on 27 Nov 1902 in Doniphan, Ripley County, 
Missouri and attended local schools.251 In 1920 she lived in 
Doniphan with her mother and graduated from William Woods 
College in Fulton, Missouri in 1922. She married David Lincoln 
Jolly on 12 Sep 1923 at her mother’s home in Doniphan.   

Jolly was born on 19 Nov 1895 in Parkman, Geauga County, 
Ohio.252 In 1917 he worked in Parkman for Hart Parr Company as a 
tractor demonstrator. He was tall, of medium build with blue eyes 
and light brown hair. He served with the American Expeditionary 
Force in France from 13 Apr 1918 until 12 Jan 1919. Following the 
war in May of 1919 he lived in Badger, Minnesota but claimed 
Charles City, Iowa as his permanent residence where he worked as a 
mechanic. In May of 1919 he requested a passport to travel to 
Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic and Cuba to demonstrate 

tractors. In 
the latter part 
of 1919, he 
moved to 
Memphis, 
Shelby 
County, 
Tennessee 
and worked 
as a mechanic 
for a tractor 

company. In 
1923, he 

Berenice Johnston Jolly (top) 
Berenice, David and son(above) Jolly taxi cab 

Coralie Webb 
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established and operated Jolly’s Motor Livery Corporation in 
Memphis. 

Following their marriage, Dave and Berenice moved to 
Memphis and lived at 689 North Drackman Avenue and 
began to raise a family253 They had two children: David 
Lincoln Jolly Jr. born 19 Jun 1924 in Memphis,254 and 
William Carter Jolly born 28 Sep 1933. While Berenice was 
busy with the children, Dave was quickly expanding his 
business into Jolly Enterprises and becoming recognized as a 
civic leader. By 1949 he owned Jolly Cab Company that 
provided 24-hour a day taxi service; Jolly’s Motor Livery that 

rented trucks and cars; Jolly’s Maintenance Service that 
repaired automobiles; Jolly’s Safe Driving School; The Car Clinic that provided towing and auto repairs; 
United Parcel Service that moved households and provided pickup and deliveries; and Jolly’s Parking 
Lots and Garages. Ever the entrepreneur, he hired women taxi drivers during World War II and had 
plans to operate an air taxi after the war to provide air transportation for businessmen.   

Doniphan Prospect News, 13 Sep 1923 
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Kingsport News, 6 Mar 
1953 

Dave and Berenice Jolly, Susan Jolly 
Yearout, Martha Harris Jolly 

The Current Local, 6 Aug 1944 (above) 
The Current Local, 3 Jan 1952 (right) 

While building his business, Jolly 
survived labor strikes, turf battles 
with competing taxi companies, 
and the challenges of a world war. 
What he couldn’t survive was the 
Internal Revenue Bureau. He was 
arrested and charged of two 
counts of income tax evasion in 
1953 and was convicted on 15 Jul 
1954 of four counts of income 
tax evasion involving the years 
1946 to 1949. He was sentenced 
to a total period of imprisonment 
of ten years and fined $10,000 on 

each of four counts.255 Jolly appealed in 

1957 but the appeal was turned down.  

In 1960 the Jollys lived at 2928 
Tishamingo Lane in Memphis. Dave died in 
July 1981 in Memphis and Berenice died in 

December 1988.256 Both Dave and Berenice are buried in the 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Mausoleum, Interior, Southeast Abby in 
Memphis.  

 

Thomas Mabrey Johnston 

Thomas Mabrey “Skipper” Johnston, son of William W. Johnston and Sallie Jane Mabrey, was born 
on 17 Aug 1904 in Doniphan, Ripley County, Missouri.257 He lived with his mother on Grand Avenue 
in Doniphan from 1920 through 1930258 and attended college at Drury in Springfield, Missouri. He was 
known as Mabrey, and in 1930 he listed his occupation as river guide. In 1940 still living with his 
mother, he owned an electric shop in Doniphan that specialized in repairing motors. At the beginning 
of World War II, he enlisted in the US Army at Jefferson Barracks 26 Oct 1942.   

On 21 Jul 1944 he married Melvia Nevada Yarbrough in Arkansas. Melvia was the daughter of Elmer 

Polk Yarbrough and Annie Elizabeth Cantrell and was born on 29 Oct 1911 in Madison County, 
Arkansas. Melvia lived in Doniphan when they married. They settled into married life and a daughter, 
Barbara Johnston, was born on 27 Aug 1945 in Doniphan. 

Memorial Park Mausoleum 
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Mabrey was a well-known fishing guide on the Current River and 
owned the “Skipper Johnson Club House,” upstream from 
Doniphan. He was usually referred to as “Skipper Johnson” in his 
business and even in official documents, including his marriage 
license. In addition to his guide business, Skipper owned and 
operated a sporting goods store in Doniphan that sold and repaired 
motors and boats in addition to tools and appliances. According to 
locals, he could repair just about any motor. 

There was a significant fire that began in Mabrey’s shop in March 
1960 and destroyed two-thirds of a block of the Doniphan Business 
District, including the First National Bank. The cause was 

 

Skipper Johnson Clubhouse 

Kansas City Times 15 Mar 1960 
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not determined.  

Melvia died at their home at 403 Grand in Doniphan on 7 Oct 1964 of colon cancer. She was buried in 
Doniphan Oak Ridge Cemetery.259 Skipper died on 17 Jun1968 at the Veterans Administration Hospital 
in Poplar Bluff. He too was buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Row 9. 

 

Clive Hartel Johnston 

Clive Hartel Johnston, son of John Edwin Johnston and Leone Tyler Hartel, was born on 22 Jul 1906 
in Doniphan, Ripley 
County, Missouri. He grew 
up in Poplar Bluff, Butler 
County, Missouri and St. 
Louis, Missouri. In 1927 
he lived at 1297 Avenue A 
in Beaumont, Texas and 
worked at Magnolia 
Petrochemical Company 
which later became Mobile 
Oil. He completed two 
years of college, most 
likely at South Park Junior 
College (Lamar University) 
in Beaumont. He moved 

with his family to Houston, Texas in the 1930s. 

In about 1939 he married Ida Valentine Frizzell 
who was born on 18 Dec 1918 in Eustace, 
Henderson County, Texas260 to Una Carolyn 
Williams and Lloyd T. Frizzell. Following their 
marriage, Ida and Clive lived with Ida’s parents in 
Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches County, Texas where 
Clive was the yard foreman for the creosote plant 
there. Most likely, Clive had moved to Nacogdoches 
to work and then met and married Ida.261 They had 
a son, Dean Eustace Johnston, who was born on 
12 Jun 1940.262 Clive and Ida moved to Kemah, 

Clive Hartel Johnston 
Texas City Disaster 

Ida Frizzell Johnston and Leone Johnston 
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Galveston Daily, News 29 Apr 1949 

Forest Park Cemetery 

Galveston County, Texas and lived there from 1941 until 1949 where he worked in the shipyards.   

Clive was working in the shipyards when the Texas City explosion occurred on 16 Apr 1947 and he 
assisted in the rescue efforts. The explosion was one of the 
largest non-nuclear explosions at that time, and originated with a 
mid-morning fire on board the French-registered SS Grandcamp 
that was docked in the port of Texas City. The cargo aboard the 
Grandcamp that contained 2,300 tons of ammonium nitrate 
detonated and subsequent chain-reaction fires and explosions in 
other ships and in nearby oil-storage facilities killed at least 581 
people and wounded 3,500. One hundred of dead were 
classified as “believed missing” because no trace of their remains 
was found. The explosions shook windows as far away as Port 
Arthur, Texas. Clive was given public recognition for his efforts 
during the rescue work on the 16th and during the days to come.   

Ida died suddenly on 27 
Apr 1949 in Kemah, 
Texas of a coronary 
occlusion at age thirty. 263 
She was buried on 29 Apr 
1949 in Forrest Park 
Cemetery, Houston, 
Texas.   

Between 1949 and 1958, 

Clive married Louise 
Utecht. Louise was born 
on 27 Jan 1916 in North 
Zulch, Madison County, 
Texas,264 and was the 
daughter of Gus and Lillie 
Utecht.   

Clive died on 8 Aug 1981 
in North Zulch and was 
buried there in 
Willowhole Cemetery.265 
Following Clive 
Johnston’s death, Louise 
married Ervin Wilmer 

Conrad on 18 Jul 1984. Louise died on 17 May 2004 in North Zulch266 and was also buried in 
Willowhole Cemetery. 

 

Clive Johnston and Louise Utecht Johnston 

Willowhole Cemetery 
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Dean Johnston (left) on Mansfield Dam 

Dean John Johnston 

Dean John Johnston, son of John Edwin Johnston and Leone Tyler Hartel, was born on 30 Dec 1908 
in Poplar 
Bluff, Butler 
County, 
Missouri. The 
year of his 
birth has long 
been in 
question. No 
birth records 
have been 
found, but his 
mother and 
father 
notarized a 
letter in 1943 

giving his birth year as 1908. It 
was the year he always used. 
Records from Beaumont High 
School indicate his birth year as 
1909.  

Dean grew up in Poplar Bluff 
and St. Louis, Missouri. His 
family moved to Hugo, 
Oklahoma in 1922 or 1923 where 
his father operated a hotel. 
Dean’s job was to go to the train 
station and encourage travelers to 
stay at the hotel. Business was 
not good, and the family left the 
hotel and moved to Beaumont, 
Jefferson County, Texas in search 
of jobs.   

In 1927 Dean worked as an 
upholster at the Phoenix 
Furniture Company and lived 
with his parents and brother at 
1297 Avenue A. His education 
was often interrupted by work, 
but Dean did graduate on 5 Jun 
1930 from Beaumont High 
School.267 He attended South 
Park Jr. College (Lamar 
University) in Beaumont from 
1930-31 and graduated in 1936 

from Rice Institute in Houston, Texas with B.S. in electrical engineering. From June 1936 until 
November 1937 Dean worked in electrical power sales as an engineer with Houston Lighting and 
Power Co in Houston. From November 1937 through August 1938 he was an electrical engineer and 
assistant geophysist with Humble Oil Company in Houston, Texas. He left Houston and moved to 

Dean and Virginia Johnston 27 May 1943 
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Austin American Statesman 
17 May 2003 

Austin, Travis County, Texas in 1938 to work with W.K. Jennings, primarily to supervise the building 
of the Power Plant at the Mansfield Dam. From 30 Aug 1938 until 1942 he was chief engineer and 
manager of W.K. Jennings Co in Austin and lived at 1305 Lorrain. In 1942 he completed CAA Ground 
School and took instruction at Ragsdale Flying School in Austin in hopes 
of joining the US Air Corps. He was turned down but on 26 Nov 1942 he 
was appointed Lieutenant (jg), CEC-V(s), USNR. He served with the 81st 
Naval Construction Battalion, commanded a Rhino Ferry at Utah Beach on 
D-Day in France, and later served in Okinawa preparing for the possible 
invasion of Japan. 

After coming to Austin in 1938, Dean met Mary Virginia “Billie” 

Dean, Babe, and Virginia Johnston at Lazy J Ranch 

Dean Johnston (right) Settlement Home groundbreaking 
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Schneider and 
they married on 
27 May 1943 in 
Austin at the 
home of the 
bride, 301 W. 
13th Street.  
Virginia was 
born on 30 Jun 
1914 in Austin 
and was the 
daughter of 
Leonard John 
Schneider and 
Pauline 
Robinson. She 
graduated from 
St. Mary's 
Academy in 
Austin and 

from The University of Texas where she was a member Pi Beta Phi Sorority and later, the Junior 
League of Austin. 

Following World War II in June 1946, Dean returned to Austin and set up his own electrical 
construction and engineering business. He bought a used truck from a local hide processing plant and 
located his office in the servants’ quarters of his mother-in-law’s home. The company was incorporated 
in 1959 as Dean Johnston, Inc. and grew to employ more than 500 electricians. Dean served as 
president of the company until his death. 

In 1951 the couple moved from the Schneider home to 2500 Hatley Drive in Rollingwood, a suburban 
area of Austin that was being developed. Dean and Billie resided at Hatley Drive for the next 50 plus 
years. They had four children: Virginia Ann Johnston born 16 Feb 1944, twins John Dean Johnston 
and Mary Deana Johnston born 3 Mar 1948, and Judith Johnston born 27 Apr 1951. The twins died 
shortly after birth. 

Throughout her life, Virginia was an active volunteer as a member of the Junior League and the Ladies 
of Charity, volunteering at the St. Vincent DePaul Thrift Shop and Seton League House. She was also 
active in the Rollingwood neighborhood association and in her parish, St. Ignatius Martyr Church. 

Dean and Billie spent much 
of their free time at the 
Lazy J Ranch on Lake 
Travis swimming, fishing, 
raising cattle, and caring for 
the land and wildlife. A 
portion of the property that 
comprises the ranch 
belonged to the Schneider 
family and was inherited by 

Billie. The remaining part of the ranch was purchased in the 1960s. The ranch was a labor of love for  
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Mt. Calvary Cemetery 

Andy and Judy Hyatt with Billie and Dean Johnston on their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
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each of them and they passed on their love of nature, animals, and sports to their children and 
grandchildren. Billie was a lifetime Longhorn fan and Dean joined her except when the Longhorns 
played his beloved Rice Owls.   

Dean died on 15 May 2003 at the Heart Hospital of Austin. Billie died seven years later on 20 Oct 2010 
at her home, 2500 Hatley Drive in Austin. Both were buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Austin. 

 

Marjorie Johnston 

Marjorie Johnston, daughter and youngest child of John Edwin Johnston and Leone Tyler Hartel, was 
born on 15 Nov 1911 in Poplar Bluff, Butler, 
Missouri. From Poplar Bluff, her family moved to 
St. Louis, Missouri and then to Hugo, Oklahoma 
in about 1922 to operate a local hotel. Marjorie 
tragically died there on 19 Jun 1923. She was 11 
years, 7 months and 4 days old. She drowned in 
the Kiamichi River northeast of Hugo while on a 
family picnic. Both of her brothers attempted to 
save her but were unable to do so. The 
newspaper story of 20 Jun 1923 reported that she 
drowned “while trying to assist in the rescue of a 
brother who had become exhausted while 
swimming.” Her brother, Dean Johnston, 
remembered that he had tried to save Marjorie but was unable to do so and he was rescued by his older 
brother, Clive. Marjorie was buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery in Hugo. As of 2015, there was not a 
marker on her grave.  

Daily Ardmorite, 24 Jun 1923 
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Marian Johnston Chilton 

Marian Johnston Chilton, daughter of Ethel 
Johnston and John Bailey Chilton, was born on 
1 Aug 1921 in St. Louis, Missouri.268 She grew 
up in Doniphan, Ripley County, Missouri and 
married Willis Donald Dowdy, son of Samuel 
E. Dowdy and Elna Duluth Finch, on 12 May 
1946 in Doniphan.   

Don served in the US Army’s 25th Coast 
Artillery during World War II and was awarded 
two Bronze Stars. He enlisted on 26 Feb 1943 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri and saw action 
from France to Berlin. Following the war, he 
returned home and helped his mother-in-law in 
manage her movie theaters in Doniphan. He 
also worked as comptroller and office manager 
for Wright Vitronic, first in Doniphan and later 
in St. Louis, Missouri. The company was first 
founded in Doniphan as Wright Leather, a 

manufacturer of leather advertising specialties, and 
became Vitronic in the 1950s and expanded to the 
vinyl advertising market. He worked for the 
company for thirty-two years. 

Dowdy was elected as a democratic state 
representative from Ripley County in 1948-49 and at 
age 25, was the youngest member of the legislature. 
By all accounts, he had a great future in politics, but 
was accused of lobbying while on the house floor in 
1949 and did not run for re-election.  

The couple had one child, Mary Alanna Dowdy, 
who was born on 21 Jan 1947.  

By 1985 Don and Marion lived in Sarasota, Florida and may have lived in Honolulu, Hawaii before 
settling in Sarasota. Marion died on 2 Jun 
1987 in Sarasota and was buried in Oak 
Ridge Cemetery in Doniphan. 

Following Marian’s death, Don married 
Betty Jane Blassingame on 5 Apr 1988 
in Sarasota County, Florida. In 1988 Don 
began a 22-year part-time career, 
registering people for traffic school in 
Sarasota. He died on 8 Feb 2016 and was 
buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery in 
Doniphan. Betty survived him.269 

Alan and Marion Chilton 

Oak Ridge Cemetery 

Don and Betty Jane Dowdy 
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Alan Johnston Chilton 

Alan Johnston 
Chilton was the son of 
Ethel Johnston and 
John Bailey Chilton. 
He was born on 30 Jun 
1924 in St. Louis, 
Missouri and grew up 
in Doniphan, Ripley 
County, Missouri. He 
was the president of 
the Class of 1942 at 
Doniphan High 
School. He played 
basketball, football, 
and played in the band. 
He enrolled in 
Washington University 
in the fall of 1942 and 
then volunteered for 
the Army Specialty 
Training Program as a 
private in 1943. He 
served at the European 
front and he was 
awarded the Bronze 
Star and the Purple 

Heart. He was killed in action on 2 Apr 1945 just 36 days before the war ended. He served in C Battery, 
491 Armored 
Brigade, 11th 
Armored 
Division, 3rd 
Army, General 
George Patton 
commanding. 
In 1947 his 
body was 
brought back 
to the United 
States and he 
was buried in 
the Masonic 
Cemetery in 
Piedmont, 
Wayne 
County, 
Missouri. 

  

 

 

Alan Chilton, first row center with football - 1942 

PFC Alan Chilton 
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