
 

 

Fourth Generation 

John H. Robinson Jr. / Edward Robinson Descendants 

Edward Robinson Jr. 1896-1972 

Edward “Ed” Robinson Jr., son of Edward Robinson and Louise Villiers Hamby, was born 30 Oct 
1896 in Texas.   He had blue eyes, brown hair, and was of medium build.1  In his early business career, 

Robinson followed in the footsteps 
of many of his relatives and became 
a banker; in June of 1918 he 
worked at the State National Bank 
at 117 E. 6th Street2 where his 
father was a director.  In October 
of 1919 he moved to Galveston, 
Texas on a temporary basis and was 
connected with the cotton business 
of E. H. Perry & Co.  By 1920 he 
was back in Austin working as a 
cotton sampler and living with his 
parents and aunt, Kate Hamby, at 
701 Guadalupe.  Ed helped his 
father and uncle run Robinson 
Brothers Grain on 5th Street in 
Austin.   
He married Mercedese Jensen in 
28 Jun 1921.3  Mercedese was born 
21 Sep 1905 or 19004 in Omaha, 
Nebraska to Robert P. Jensen and 
Ellen Coad.  As a young girl, 
Mercedese studied ballet under 
Vestoff and Shrovia in New York.    

Ed was a well-known Austin business man and was a 
military officer as well.  He served in the U. S. Army in 
Word War I and in 1929 was granted a reserve officer’s 
commission. 5  He went on active duty as a captain in the 
Finance Corps of the U.S. Air Force during World War II 
and was promoted to major. He was stationed in 
Brownwood and Ellington Field near Houston.   Robinson 
served 40 years in the Reserve Officers Association and 
retired from the military with the rank of Colonel.   
He left the grain business and entered the insurance business becoming a partner in Millican and 
Robinson Insurance Company.  He later was associated with Neiman Hanks and Puryear, also an 
Austin insurance company. 

Top row: Edward Robinson, Jr.,  Kate Bremond Hamby 
Bottom row: Gen W. Hamby and unknown gentleman 
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Ed and Mercedese Robinson 

 
In addition to his business 
and military career, he was a 
member of the City Council 
Service Commission, a 
director of the Austin 
Chamber of Commerce, a 
member of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral parish, and served 
on the board of directors of 
Holy Cross Hospital.  His 
most famous service was as 
honorary fire chief of the 
Austin Fire Department.  
Ed followed in the footsteps 
of his ancestors in his 
interest and devotion to the 
Fire Department. 
The following article by 
Marj Wrightman appeared 
in the 17 Jul 1962 edition of 
the American Statesman: 

Most little boys who dream 
of riding fire truck ladders 
high into smoke and water 
grow up to sack groceries or 
run for President.  Not 
Edward Robinson, Jr. who 
once wore a little blue cap 
and jacket as mascot of the 
old Washington Volunteer 
Fire Company.  He grew up 
to sell insurance – and 
become an honorary chief. 
Robinson, a fire buff since 
his mascot’s appointment in 
1904, was presented his 
honorary chief’s badge at 
special Fire Department ceremonies Tuesday by Chief Robert H. Dickerson.  Later this summer when the 
department’s new headquarters building opens for business, Robinson’s picture will hang alongside Austin’s two 
retired Number One Firemen – Chiefs Clarence Woodward and John E. Woody.  But, this doesn’t mean that 
“Chief” Robinson has jumped into his shoes at his last fire alarm.  He’s still running. 
“The other day my daughter was complaining about being a golf widow and my wife told her that was nothing.  
‘You should try living with your father and all those fires for 41 years!’ she said.  And I guess she’s right, too,” 
Robinson grins.  Ever since little Ed Robinson rode behind the big fire horses in a volunteer fireman’s parade on 
some long ago April 21, he’s been a working buff.  “I only go to the ‘working’ fires, the ones that really amount 
to something.  And there have been some good ones in Austin.” 
Remember the day in 1948 when the Robinson Brothers grain elevator at Fifth and East Avenue caught fire?  
“They fought it for three weeks. Then the sun came out and hit that water soaked grain….you could smell it all 
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Mercedese and Ed Robinson on 50th Wedding Anniversary 

over town.  Why we had to go to court to 
decide who was going to move all that stuff 
out of the elevator.”  The old fires----
Richardson Hardware and the Avenue 
Hotel.  The new fires….Austin State 
Hospital and the Austin Club….Robinson 
remembers them all.  But, he had the most 
fun the day, the only day, a lady drove the 
fire truck in Austin. 
“Bill Krueger was the regular driver for the 
volunteer company and had been for years.  
Then, one day in 1910 he got sick.  If the 
volunteers had to hire another driver, they’d 
dock Bill’s pay $2 a day – and he couldn’t 
afford it.  “So his wife took the job.  One 
day the alarm rang and off we went, Mrs. 
Krueger really reining those horses around 
the corner.  I rode on the back of the truck 
and cut school to do it, too.” 
Appointed an honorary fire chief by the 
Austin City Council in 1933, Robinson 
was 

made a member of the Fireman’s Civil 
Service Commission in 1947.  He’s been 
a member ever since.  What does he do 
when the bell rings?  “I’m no ‘outside 
fireman’ that just stands around and 
watches the blaze.  I like to hold a hose, 
find out where there may be a need for 
more line…do whatever I can to help.”  
Robinson is a “fireman’s fireman,” a 
man who works in the smell of smoke. 

Mercedes was also involved in her 
community and was active in the 
Catholic church.  During World War II, 
while Edward was in the service, she 
served as Red Cross Chairman at both 
Ellington and Randolph Fields.  In 
Austin she was a founding member of 
the Junior League of Austin, a member 
of the Settlement Club and Home of 
the Holy Infancy Guild, and a member 
of the St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Auxiliary and the Seton Hospital 
Auxiliary.6  The couple had two 
children: Edward Coad Robinson 
born in 1922 and Ellen Lee Robinson 
born in 1926.   
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Ed died 27 Jul 1972 in Austin, Travis County, Texas.  At 
the time of his death, Ed and Mercedese lived at 2901 
Greenlee.  Ed suffered for years from coronary heart 
disease and died of cardiac arrest.7  Following a funeral 
Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral, he was buried in Oakwood 
Cemetery, Austin, Texas.8  Mercedese died 23 Aug 1991 
and is also buried at Oakwood Cemetery.9   

 

 

 

 

Mary Louise Robinson 1904-1985 

Mary Louise Robinson, daughter of Edward Robinson and Louise Villiers Hamby, was born 10 Jul 
1904 in Austin, Travis County, Texas.10  
She was known as “Mary” or “Mary 
Louise” to her myriad of friends and 
“Bon” to members of her family.  “The 
nickname was tacked on at about the age 
of 10 because of her unusual attraction to 
a road show (playing at the Old Hancock 
Opera House) character who bore the 
name of Bonita.  Mary Louise was a petite 
child with flaxen hair who probably was 
badly spoiled since she was the only 
female offspring of a whole generation of 
Robinsons.11  She was small in stature, 
about five feet, one half inch in height.  
What she lacked in size (she weighed 88 
pounds at the time of marriage) she made 
up in spirit and love for members of her 
family and friends” 12  She graduated in 
June of 1922 from St. Mary’s Academy in 
Austin,13 attended St. Mary’s College in 
Notre Dame, Indiana14 and spent some 
time at the University of Texas15 where 
she pledged Pi Beta Phi sorority in 1926.16   
Mary Louise interrupted her education 
and on 1 Sep 192617 married Charles 
Aubrey Smith, in Austin, Travis County, 
Texas and honeymooned in Chicago, 
Illinois.18   
Aubrey was born 24 Apr 1901 in Ft. 
Smith, Arkansas, the fourth son of 

Thomas Cooper Smith and Minnie Moore Gregory.  His grammar and high school education was in La 
Grange and Sherman, Texas.  Smith received a BBA degree in 1921 and an MBA in 1926 from the 
University of Texas.  He joined the faculty at the University in 1924 as registrar and as a faculty member 
in the School of Business Administration.19 
The President of the University of Texas remembered Dr. Smith with the following tribute: 
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In 1926, Smith took a leave of absence to gain 
additional experience in public accounting and to further test his career objectives. Upon returning to the campus 
in 1927, he was satisfied that his future was best served by pursuing a career in education. To this end he moved 
toward the Ph.D. first at The University of Texas and later at Columbia University, New York City, from 
which institution the degree was conferred by the Faculties of Political Science, Philosophy and Pure Science in 
1933. 
Dr. Smith was continuously involved in many UT affairs. He was a member of many standing committees, such 
as Admissions and Registration, Intercollegiate Athletics, University Buildings, and the Faculty Council. He 

Mary Louise Robinson Smith 

Charles Aubrey Smith UT Business Administration  middle row second from left 
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organized and was the first director of the College of Business Student Placement Division. At a critical period 
in the life of the Bureau of Business Research, he served as its director. He helped promote several academic 
programs including the Engineering approach to the BBA degree and the Petroleum Land Management 

program. 
Dr. Smith was a true friend and 
mentor to his students. Many, 
especially those receiving degrees 
during the "great depression," 
owed their first jobs to contacts 
that he made on their behalf. 
Dr. Smith was an author of 
several books and numerous 
magazine articles focusing on 
financial accounting, public 
auditing, petroleum accounting, 
and internal auditing.  He was 
regarded as the "college historian" 
following publication of two 
books, viz. Fifty Years of 
Education for Business at The 
University of Texas, (1962) and 
Sixty Years of Accounting 
Education on the Forty Acres, 
(1972). 
Dr. Smith was the leader in 
establishing the degree of Master 
in Professional Accounting 
(MPA) and supervisor of the 
MPA Program for the first 
fifteen years. He was the first 
CPA on the UT teaching staff 
and a member of several national 
accounting honorary organizations 
including Beta Alpha Psi.  For 
many years he served as auditor 
for the University Co-operative 
Society, Texas Student 

Publications, and the UT Ex-Students' Association. 
The C. Aubrey Smith Professorship in Accounting and the C. Aubrey Smith Educational Foundation were 
established in 1972 in his honor by former students and friends, as was the C. Aubrey Smith Center for 
Auditing Education and Research, which was established in 1982, and in addition, he was elected to 
membership in the College of Business Administration Hall of Fame. 
Dr. Smith's gifts to his academic friends included his ability to relax and inspire simultaneously.  Always 
intellectually alert, he loved conversations and would if necessary contrive meetings, encounters, conferences, and 
get-togethers where conversation could take place. C. Aubrey Smith worked closely with students. His door was 
always open to them. He treated them as he did all other adults; that is to say, he was generous in both his 
praise of their accomplishments and criticism of their shortcomings (which, having expressed himself thereon, he 
promptly forgave and forgot). He and Mary invited students frequently, as they did many faculty members from 
UT and other universities, into their home for food and fellowship. 

Mary Louise and Charles Aubrey Smith 
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He was preceded in death by Mary Louise, his beloved wife of 59 years. They enjoyed traveling, both before and 
after retirement. They took numerous overseas trips, preferably as part of larger tour groups.  In this way they 
made and kept many friends all over the world.  Aubrey enjoyed golf and was a better-than-average player. He 
observed that a person's true nature could be discerned by observing his behavior on the golf course. He honed his 
game well into his 80s and aspired to "shoot his age" though, so far as is known, he never did. He never lacked 
for companions when on the course. 
After Mary Louise passed away and while he was still physically vigorous, Aubrey took an apartment at 
Westminster Manor. He would spend nights there and the days playing golf, relaxing at his residence, and 
enjoying his children and grandchildren.20 

The couple had two 
children: Doris Jeanne 
Smith born in 1928 and 
Charles Aubrey Smith 
born in 1931.21  Mary 
Louise was a wonderful 
mother and spent her time 
with her family but also in 
the community.  She was 
active in local organizations 
including Faculty Wives 
Club, The University Ladies 
Club, English Speaking 
Union, St. Austin’s Catholic 
Church, and the 1886 Club.  
She died 20 Jul 1985 and 
was buried at Oakwood 
Cemetery with Rev. Robert 
Scott, C.S.P officiating.22  
Aubrey died on 5 Nov 1994 
in Austin, Texas and is also 
buried at Oakwood Cemetery. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Amelia Robinson Bremond / Walter Bremond Descendants 

Mary Eugene Bremond  1887 - 1892 

Mary Eugene Bremond, daughter of Walter Bremond and 
Mary Anderson, was born in 1887 and died in 1892 at age 
four of diphtheria.  She was buried 24 Oct 1892 in Oakwood 
Cemetery, Austin, Travis County, Texas. 23 
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Anne Bremond 1894-1990 

Anne Bremond, daughter of Walter Bremond and Mary Anderson, was born 28 Aug 1894 in Austin, 
Travis County, Texas. She grew up on the 
Bremond Block in Austin, surrounded by 
family.  She enjoyed summers with her family 
in Bass Rocks, Massachusetts and she 
attended summer camp far from home in 
Maine.  Anne told stories of freezing under 

feather quilts, and because it was too 
cold for her to swim in the chilly 
water, she was rowed across the lake 
once a week to a nearby inn for a 
warm bath.  Anne attended Miss 
Porter’s School in Farmington, 
Connecticut and studied music at the 
Holton Arms School in Washington, 
D.C.   
During World War I, Anne met 
Captain Carl Dusenbury Matz of 
Chicago, Illinois when he was 
stationed at Austin at the United 
States School of Military Aeronautics.  
She married Captain Matz on 5 Oct 
1918 in Saint David's Episcopal 
Church in Austin.  Carl was born 17 
Jul 1887 in Hoosick Falls, Rensselaer 
County, New York and grew up in 
Chicago, Illinois.  He was educated in 
Chicago Latin School, Williams 

Anne Bremond 
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College, class of 1909,24 and Harvard Law School, class of 
1912.25  His father was Herman Lewis Matz (1859-1945) and 
mother Elizabeth Dusenbury (1862-1920).  Following law 
school, Carl began practicing law with Dickinson & Matz in 
Chicago.26  He entered 
Officers’ Training Camp 
at Fort Sheridan, Illinois 
in May 1917 and was 
discharged for a physical 
disability on 3 Jul 1917.  
He did not give up his 
quest for a military life 
and was commissioned 
1st lieutenant in the Signal 
Corps on 16 Oct 1917.  
He was detailed to the 
School of Military 
Aeronautics at the 

University of Texas on 19 Oct.  He was designated post adjutant 
and promoted to captain Air Service, Military Aeronautics on 27 
Sep 1918.  He was appointed commandant of the School of 
Military Aeronautics and was finally discharged 20 Mar 1919.27   
Following their marriage, the couple made their home in Austin 
at the Slaughter home in Aldridge Place.  Within a year of her 

wedding Anne fell gravely ill and almost died of 
typhoid fever.  She reported an out-of-body near-
death experience, very like those of others in 
similar circumstances.  She saw a long tunnel with 
light at the end and her grandfather waiting.  She 
also saw, from above, the doctor and her family 
around her bed.  The marriage of a cousin was 
moved up and made a smaller affair because Anne 
was expected to die at any moment.  Fortunately, 
she recovered but spent the early years of her 
marriage wearing wigs, because the high fever had 
caused her to lose her hair.28 
After Anne recovered from her illness and Carl 

completed his military service, the young couple moved to Hubbard Woods, Illinois where Carl 
resumed his law practice.  After a year they moved to Washington, D.C. and lived at the Shoreham 
Hotel while Carl did tax work for the government.  In 1921 Carl joined the firm of Baker, Botts, Parker 
and Garwood of Houston and Kansas City, where he represented the Long-Bell Lumber Company.  
The firm brought Anne and Carl to Kansas City and Carl tried a case for the firm before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.  Carl later became of member of the law firm Langworthy, Spencer, Terrell and Matz.  
In 1939 Carl formed the firm of Langworthy, Matz and Linde, where his specialties were taxation, 
corporate, and estate cases.  He was a partner in this firm until his death in 1950.29 
When Carl and Anne moved to Kansas City in 1921, they first lived at the Hotel Woodlea, an old-
fashioned resident hotel near the Kansas City Life Insurance company.  In 1925 they bought a newly 
finished house at 6201 Summit Street for $17,000.  On 20 Jun 1929 their daughter, Carol Matz was 
born.30 

Anne Bremond Matz and Flossy C
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Anne and Carl Matz made respected places for themselves in Kansas City.  They were both active at 
Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, where most of their early friendships were formed.  Anne 
sang in the choir and for many years served on the altar guild of the cathedral.  Carl served many terms 
as a member of the vestry of the cathedral and was also on the board of St. Luke’s Hospital, the 
Chamber of Commerce, and various bar associations.  Anne was president of St. Luke’s Hospital 
auxiliary, president of the board of the George Nettleton home for needy women, and a member of the 
Visiting Nurses Association. 
Carl died on 14 Feb 1950 of heart failure.  His funeral was at Grace and Holy 
Trinity Cathedral in Kansas City and he is buried in Chestnut Hill cemetery, 
Portville, Cattaraugus County, New York where many generations of his 
Dusenbury family are buried.  Anne died on 19 Apr 1990.  Her memorial 
service was in the chapel of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Kansas City, 
conducted by the chaplain who was her daughter’s best friend since high 
school, with a poem read by her six year old great-grandson, Charles Leifer.  

Anne was buried in 
Chestnut Hill 
Cemetery in 
Portville. 
Anne’s grandson, David Loyd Owen, wrote 
of his grandmother: 
My other grandmother, a forbidding widow who had 
grown up in a fancy family in Austin, Texas, 
wasn’t the kind of person to whom children easily 
give a cosy nickname – although she and I got along 
well and, when she was in her eighties and I was in 
college, we sometimes had cocktails in her living room 
at nine or ten in the morning.  Scotch for her and 
burbon for me.  
She often drove 
back to Texas 
from Kansas 
City, where she 
had moved in 
1921, when she 
was twenty-six, 

and during those trips she stopped near the border between Kansas and Oklahoma to 
use the rest room at a particular Texaco station, whose owner saw her so often that he 
assumed she lived nearby.  She told him that he had the nicest ladies’ room she had 
ever seen on a highway, and on the basis of that they exchanged Christmas cards for 
many years.  When I was two, I addressed her once as “Mrs. Matz,” the only thing 
I’d ever heard anyone call her, and it was hastily decided that from then on she should 
be known to her grandchildren as Grandmother.  My father never called her Anne, her 
first name, until she was in her late eighties or early nineties and had forgotten that she 

didn’t approve 
of 
familiarity.”31 
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Kansas City Star 15 Feb 1950  (above) 
Chestnut Hill Cemetery (left) 

6201 Summit Street  (top right) 
Anne Bremond Matz and Anne Bremond Owen  (center left) 
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Walter Bremond Family - Walter Jr., Walter, Mayme, and Anne

Galveston Daily News  9 Oct 1924 

Walter Bremond Jr. 1897-1953 

Walter Bremond Jr., son of Walter Bremond and Mary Anderson, was born 24 Feb 1897 in Austin, 
Texas.32  He attended school in Austin and graduated from the University of Texas where he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega fraternity.33  During World War I, he served as a member of the 
paymasters corps of the US Army.34  He was six feet tall, with a fair complexion and blue eyes.35 

Walter married Ruth Staton 
McCelvey on 30 Oct 1924 in Temple, 
Bell County, Texas at Christ Episcopal 
Church.36  Ruth, born 16 Aug 1899 in 
Temple, Texas, was the daughter of 
George Edward McCelvey and Eula 
Wilhoit Staton.37 38  She was a graduate 
of the University of Texas where she 
was a member of Pi Beta Phi 
Sorority.39  Ruth was named a 
Bluebonnet Belle at the University of 
Texas in 1922.40 
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Walter spent his professional career as a banker in Austin.  He began as a teller at the State National 
Bank while John H. Robinson was president and his father and uncle, Pierre Bremond, were vice 
presidents.  In 1922 Walter was cashier of the bank and was elected president of the Third District 
Bankers Association.41  The State National Bank, which went out of business in 1926, was the successor 
of the old Bremond private bank established by Eugene Bremond.  
In 1927, the Republic Bank and Trust Company was organized and Walter became vice president.  In 
June of 1932 The Republic Bank and Trust Company purchased the Texas Bank and Trust Company 
and consolidated the two to operate under the name Republic Bank and Trust.  Walter Bremond 
continued as vice president of the Republic Bank and Trust with Eldred McKinnon as president.42  In 3 
Jan 1934 the Republic Bank and Trust became a national bank under the name of Capital National 
Bank.  Walter was appointed president in July 1934 and served in that position for a period of 18 years 
until his death in 1953.43  
Walter was very involved in all aspects of his community.  He served briefly as a Special Ranger for the 
State of Texas, enlisting on 29 Mar 1934, before the Rangers were disbanded and reestablished as part 
of the Department of Public Safety.44  He served as treasurer of the City of Austin,45 was a member of 
the firemen’s pension board, served on the board of St. Stephen’s Episcopal School, held the post of 
treasurer of the March of Dimes campaign for twenty years, and was an active member of the 
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Episcopal Church.  Bremond was also 
active in the Chamber of Commerce and 
was one of the founding members of the 
Austin Club, serving as treasurer of the 
club’s board of directors. 
Athletics in general and athletics at the 
University of Texas in particular, had a 
special place in his heart.  Bremond was 
an ardent sports enthusiast, keenly 
interested in baseball, football, and 
basketball.  He regularly helped student 
athletes by providing many of them with 
jobs to help them get an education.  He 
was also a regular patron of the Barton 
Springs swimming pool.  Beth Peninger 
Beran Duke vividly remembers his tall, 
thin frame plunging into the frigid waters 
of the springs for an almost daily morning 
swim.46  He served as chairman of the 

racing committee for the Texas State Exposition that brought thoroughbred 
horse racing to Texas in 1923,47 was appointed by Mayor Tom Miller to a 
committee to work to establish a bonded livestock market for Austin,48 and was 
treasurer of the Texas Square Dance Festival Association.49 
Ruth was also active in many civic affairs and served as president of the Junior 
League of Austin from 1934-35.  She was a member of the Settlement Club, the 
Open Forum and the Austin Art League Group II.50  The couple had one son, 
Walter "Booster" Bremond III, born 6 Jun 1926.51

  
Walter Bremond Jr. died 25 Feb 1953 at his home, 6 Summit View, in Austin.  His death was 
unexpected.  He had been ill the previous December but had recovered and returned to work.  A 

Walter Bremond Jr. 
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kidney ailment recurred and grew steadily worse during the two weeks preceding his death.52  His 
funeral service was held 26 Feb 1953 at the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd and he was buried 

in Oakwood Cemetery in Austin.53 
Ruth died 9 Sep 1986 in Austin, Travis County, Texas following a lengthy 
illness. A private graveside service was held at Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, 
Travis County Texas.54  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Amelia Robinson Bremond / Lilly Bremond Steiner Descendents 

Adele Steiner 1887-1944 

Adele Steiner, daughter of Lily Bremond and Dr. Ralph H. Steiner, was born 30 Oct 1887 in Austin, 
Texas.55  She attended the University of Texas and 
was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority.56  She married 
Fred Kenner Fisher,57 on 15 Jun 1910 in Austin, 
Texas at St. David’s Episcopal Church.58   
Fred was born 24 Apr 1886 in Austin,59 attended the 
University of Texas and was a member of Kappa 
Sigma fraternity.60  He was a direct descendant of 
Samuel Rhoads Fisher, First Secretary of the Texas 
Navy, for 
whom 
Fisher 
County 
was 

named.61  Fred was a general insurance salesman and had his 
own company, the Fred K. Fisher Insurance Agency.  The 
family lived at 1002 West Avenue.62  Between July 192463 
and June 1929 Adele and Fred divorced.  In June 1929 Adele 
was referred to in newspapers as Mrs. Adele S. Fisher, the 
common practice for referring to a divorced woman.  In 
1930 Adele and her two children, Helen Adele Fisher born 
28 Mar 1911 and Frederica "Freddie" Fisher born 23 Jan 
1917, lived at 1002 West Avenue64 and Fred Fisher was 
living in San Antonio.65 

Oakwood Cemetery 

San Antonio Light 19 Jul 1910 
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Between 1930 and 1934, Adele married James Talbot LaPrelle.  
Born on 27 Jan 1881 in Marlin, Texas, Talbot was the son of John 
LaPrelle and Rosa F. Talbot.  He graduated from the University of 
Texas and was a member of Kappa Sigma fraternity.  In fact, he 
and Fred Fisher were fraternity brothers at the same time.  Talbot 
had been married previously,66 was divorced,67 and had worked as a 
traveling salesman for the Racine Shoe Manufacturing Company in 
1917.   
Adele lived most of her life in Austin before she and her husband, 
Talbot, moved to Waco, Texas to the Steiner family farm in 1934.  
LaPrelle became a cattleman and feed dealer in Waco68 where he 
owned and operated the Diegene Breeding Farm.   
Adele died at her home in Waco on 19 Jan 1944 of acute heart 
failure following a brief illness with a chest cold.69  Funeral services 
were held at the Episcopal Church in Waco and burial was in 
Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Texas.   
Fred Fisher died 22 Jul 1948 in Austin, Texas and is buried in 
Oakwood Cemetery in Austin.  Talbot LaPrelle died of a heart 
attack on 15 Sep 1958 in Edinburg, Hildago County, Texas at the 
Hotel Edinburg.  LaPrelle lived at his breeding farm in Waco at the 
time of his death and is buried in Oakwood Cemetery in Austin. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Eugene Steiner 1891-1932 

Eugene Steiner was the son of Lilly Bremond and Dr. Ralph Steiner and was born on 16 Apr 1891 in 
Austin, Texas.  He graduated from the University of Texas at Austin and was a member of Beta Theta 
Pi fraternity.70  Eugene saw duty in the service overseas during WWI.  He was 5 feet 9 ½ inches tall 
with a straight chin, an oblong face, fair complexion, brown hair, and blue eyes.71 
 

James Talbot LaPrelle 

Oakwood Cemetery  (right) 
Austin American 21 Jan 1944 (below) 

Austin American 24 Jul 1948  (below right) 
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He married 
Steiner Booty on 
31 Oct 1920 at the 
First Methodist 
Church in 
Georgetown, 
Williamson 
County, Texas.  
Steiner was born 
25 Oct 1899 or 
1900 in 
Georgetown72 and 
was the daughter 
of Augustus A. 
Booty and Louise 
Etta Hughes73.  
Augustus was a 
wholesale 
groceries 
merchant.74  

Steiner’s grandfather, Judge C. P. 
Hughes was a pioneer jurist of 
Williamson County and was a 
founder of Southwestern 
University.75  Steiner attended the 

University of Texas where she was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority.76 
Shortly after the couple married, they traveled to Cuba, returning from Havana on 17 Dec 1920, 
arriving at the port of New Orleans.77  This was most likely their honeymoon trip.  In November of 
1920 Eugene worked as a bank clerk and in 1926 he lived in Waco and was involved in the family 

Eugene Steiner 
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Austin Statesman 5 Jan 1932

business, the Steiner Farm.78  Steiner Farm was one of the largest 
bodies of land in McLennan County and was located about 8 
miles south of Waco and employed county convicts as laborers. 
Steiner and Eugene had one son, Ralph Eugene Steiner, born 
18 Feb 1927 in McLennan County, Texas.79  The family lived in 
Waco at least until the time of the 1930 census but between then 
and Jan 1932, they moved to Baltimore, Maryland.  Eugene, 
Steiner and Ralph were living in Baltimore when Eugene died on 
3 Jan 1932.80  His body was returned to Austin and he was buried 
in Oakwood Cemetery. 81  
Two years after Eugene’s death in Apr 1934, Steiner married 
Arthur Melanchon Hurd who was born 22 Dec 1898 in Seattle, 
Washington.82  The couple resided in New York and East 
Hampton, L.I.83 and lived at 111 Park Avenue, New York, New 
York.84  Steiner’s son, Ralph Eugene Steiner, took the last name of Hurd, and was known as Ralph 
Steiner Hurd. 
Arthur Hurd and Steiner divorced before November 1950, the date of her son’s marriage.  At the time 
of the wedding, Steiner lived at 36 Sutton Place South, New York City and her name reference in 
newspapers was Mrs. Steiner Booty Hurd.  Arthur lived in Washington.85 

Steiner died 13 May 1961 in a house fire at her home.  At the time of 
her death she had been in Waco four years and her home was at 1410 
Baker Lane.  Funeral services were held in the Lois Perkins Chapel of 
Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas.  Burial was at the 
I.O.O.F. Cemetery in Georgetown.86   
Arthur died in 20 Aug 1980 in St. Petersburg, Florida.87  His burial 
location is not known. 
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Alfred Henry Robinson / Elizabeth R. Robinson Haldeman Descendants 

Horace Paul Haldeman 1899 – 1944 

Horace Paul Haldeman, the son of Elizabeth Robinson 
and Horace Paul Haldeman, was born 6 Dec 1899 in 
Austin, Texas.88  When Horace was only five years old, his 
father died and the family moved to Horace’s 
grandmother’s home at 705 San Antonio Street in the 
Bremond Block.  Horace’s mother died in 1915 and Horace 
and his sister Pauline continued to live with their 
grandmother, Pauline Bremond Robinson, and aunt, 
Catherine Robinson.  He was a handsome man with blue 
eyes, brown hair and 5 feet 6 inches in height.89  Horace 
was considered a scoundrel by his cousins.  They named 
him “Horrible Horace” for his escapades.  One such 
adventure involved dropping cats through downspouts.90  
Horace also had a fondness for alcohol.91 
In Sep 1915, Horace attended 
Notre Dame in Indiana92 and 
on 9 Jan 1918 at age 18 
Horace enlisted in the US 
Army at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas.  He entered with the 
rank of private and on 28 Jan 
was given the rank of 
Corporal.  His character was 
rated as “excellent.”  He 
served with the Coast 
Defenses of Galveston, Texas 
in the 14th Company of Coast 
Artillery stationed at Fort 
Crockett.93 94  He was also 
with the 29th Company, 8th 

Battalion.  He 
received an 
honorable 
discharge when 
the 
organization 
was 
demobilized on 
7 Feb 1919.95   
Horace was 
musically 
talented and 
while in the 
army, he was a 
Bugle Boy, 
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playing for reveille and taps just like the “Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy of Company B” immortalized in song.   In 
January 1919 a group of teenagers formed Shakey’s Jazz 
Orchestra and set popular music in on its ear as it 
introduced jazz to Austin.  This band was a forerunner of 
the Austin music scene and of jazz everywhere, even 
preceding some of the New Orleans immortals.  Horace was 
an important part of the group.  The orchestra was 
organized by Jack Tobin, the gifted and precocious 18-year-
old son of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Tobin, one of Austin’s 
prominent families. All the members were students whose 
ages ran from 16 to 20.  In addition to Horace, Dudley 
Brightwell played the banjo; Arthur Schoch the cello; J.H. 
Bolander Jr. the drum and trap; and Marshall Bell the 
trombone. Jack played piano and trained and led the lively 
orchestra like an old-timer, despite having never taken a 
music lesson; he played everything by ear.  Shakey’s jazzers 
were so much in demand that they often had an engagement 
every night of the week and went to San Marcos one night 
each week to furnish dance music for the younger social set.96  It became the ruling favorite in 
university circles.  “If it wasn’t Shakey’s, according to some, it wasn’t jazz.”97  Richard Zelade’s “The 
Birth of Jazz,” records that Horace played the violin in the orchestra but a photograph of Shakey’s 
Orchestra pictures Horace playing the saxophone.  He was definitely musical and probably played 
multiple instruments: the violin, the saxophone and the bugle. 
Horace may have lived in Dallas, Texas and worked as a salesman for engraving equipment in 1920.  
The 1920 census lists a Horace Haldeman, single white male, born in 1899 in Texas, with both parents 
having been born in Texas.   
In either 1927 or 1928,98 Horace married Marguerite Franks, born on 6 Nov 190799 in Oglesby, 
Texas.100  Marguerite was the daughter of Charlotte “Lottie” Davenport and John E. Franks.  It is 
believed that Marguerite was Horace’s second wife and that he had been married briefly but that even 
the bride’s family was unaware of the marriage. This first marriage 
may have been annulled.101  No documented proof of the first 
marriage has been found.  In 1930, Horace worked as a rating clerk 
in an insurance agency and Marguerite was a stenographer for a 
produce company.  In 1938 the couple lived in Liberty Hill and had a 
child, Horace Paul Haldeman who was born 4 Dec 1938.  The 

child did not survive and died on 5 
Dec 1938.102  He is buried in 
Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Texas.103 
During World War II  
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Horace went to work for Kaiser Shipbuilding in Vancouver, Washington.  Marguerite lived in Houston 
at the time.  Horace died 3 May 1944 in Vancouver when he stepped off a trolley car and was struck by 
an automobile.104  He was buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Austin. 
The family lost track of Marguerite following Horace’s death but research found that she married Harry 
Schwartz, a career military man with the US Army who served in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.105  
Marguerite and Harry lived in San Antonio, Texas and in 1966 they lived at 231 Brettonwood Drive, 
San Antonio.  Marguerite died 26 Dec 1966 of lung cancer at Brooke Army General Hospital.  She was 
buried 29 Dec 1966 at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery.106  Harry died 3 May 1994 in Bexar 
County, Texas and is buried alongside of his wife at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery in Section V 
Site 1610.107  
 

 

Pauline Haldeman 1901-1993 

Pauline Haldeman, the daughter of Elizabeth Robinson Haldeman and Horace Paul Haldeman, was 
born on 8 Feb 1901 in Austin, Travis County, Texas.  
Pauline was the first girl born in her generation of 
Robinson and Bremond cousins, and as such, was doted 
on by all of the extended family.108 
She was four years old when her father died in 1905.  

Following her father’s death, the family 
moved in with Pauline’s grandmother, 
Pauline Bremond “Ban” Robinson, at 705 
San Antonio St. in the heart of the Bremond 
Block, home to numerous Robinson and 
Bremond cousins.  Pauline and her brother, 
Horace, continued to live with their 
grandmother after the death of Elizabeth 
Haldeman in 1915.  Pauline’s uncles, Al 
Robinson and Joe Martin, both wanted to 
adopt the young girl, but her grandmother 
said, “No.”109  At Ban’s home Pauline and 

Pauline Haldeman   (above left) 
3 Generations: Pauline Haldeman, Pauline Robinson  

Schneider, Pauline Bremond Robinson  ( above) 
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Horace were surrounded by family and were raised in a loving environment by their grandmother and 
by their aunt, Catherine Robinson. 
Pauline was very musical.  Her cousins dubbed her, Pina, 
because of her love for the piano.  At St. Mary’s Academy she 
studied music along with her academic subjects, and played both 
the piano and the harp.  She and her brother, Horace, regularly 
entertained and put on plays for family and friends.  When she 
was three or four, Pina was chosen along with her good and 

lifelong friend, Margaret Butler (later 
Pondrom), to take part in 
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show.  
They rode a stagecoach and 
were shot at by Indians with 
arrows.  The little girls thought it 
was all real and were terrified.110 
Pauline graduated from St. 
Mary’s Academy in Austin, 
Texas and attended St. Mary’s 
College at Notre Dame.  She 
had to return home when she 
contracted appendicitis.  She 
attended The University of 
Texas for several terms and later 
taught ballroom dancing for a 
time with her friend, Nita 
Ebeling.111   
Pauline was considered “one of 
Austin’s most popular girls,”112 
and her name regularly appeared 
in the social columns from 
Austin to San Antonio.  “She is 
a young lady of rare charm and 
culture, and the sweetness of 
her disposition has made her a 
favorite, not only in Austin, but 
wherever she is known.”  She 
was a beauty and in her youth 
had once been approached by a 
talent scout to audition for 
movies, but once again, Ban 
said, “No.”  She was admired by 
many suitors but she picked 
John Amos Peninger and they 
were married 15 Jun 1927 at St. 

Galveston Daily News  17 Aug 1913  (top right)
Haldeman-Peninger Weddomg (left) 

John A. Peninger (above center) 
Pauline Haldeman (above)
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Mary’s Catholic Church in Austin with Rev. M.A. Quinlan, C.S.C. officiating.  The wedding “terminated 
one of the most notable series of pre-nuptual entertaining in the history of Austin.”113 
John, or Johnny as he was known in the family, was born 22 May 1903 in Fort Worth, Texas.  His 
parents were Alvin Whit Peninger and Margaret “Maggie” Lydon.  Maggie’s parents came from County 
Galway, Ireland and Johnny the Irish Tenor, was proud of his Irish heritage.  A. W. was prominent in 
insurance circles in Texas and was a former state fire marshal.  Johnny attended private schools in Fort 
Worth, including St. Ignatius Academy,114 and graduated from Texas Christian University.  He was first 
employed in the entertainment business.  He was a song plugger for Irving Berlin and performed on 
vaudeville and other stage production.  Johnny then became connected with the State Insurance 
Department from 1924-1927 and was appointed to the State Fire Commission in Feb 1925.115  In 1927 
he entered the general insurance business in Austin and remained with it until 1941.  In 1940 he was 
manager of the Millers Mutual Fire Insurance Company and Texas Millers Mutual Agency at 523 
Norwood Building.116  In addition to business activities, Johnny was active in the Knights of Columbus 
and served as Grand Knight and District Deputy of the 
organization.117  He had a beautiful tenor voice and used his 
talents by performing in Junior League Follies, Knights of 
Columbus Minstrel Shows and as a sought after church soloist.118 
Johnny and Pauline quickly began their family with the birth of 
Elizabeth “Beth” Peninger born 2 Jan 1929 followed by 
Kathryn “Kaki” Peninger born 12 Jan 1931 and Margaret 

“Peggy” Peninger born 10 Feb 
1939.  In 1934 the family “moved to 
West 31st Street into a lovely rented 
duplex with magical gardens, 
lovingly tended by the owner who 
lived next door.  He was Theo 
Belmont, Athletic Director of The 
University of Texas.”119  In 1936 the 
family moved to a house built for 
them at 1515 Forest Trail.  It was 
just off Enfield Road, a very 
populated thoroughfare today, but 

Dallas Morning News 11 Dec 1949  (left) 
 1515 Forest Trail  (above) 
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Pauline’s grandmother wondered why they were “moving to the country.”  To this day, Beth Peninger 
Beran Duke remembers this house as home.120 
Following the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941 as the nation began preparing for war, Johnny quit the 
insurance business and became associated with the USO (United Services Organization), first as 
Director of the Austin USO and then directing and organizing clubs in Texas and New Mexico.  “His 
old show biz experiences led him to form a Camp Show group ala Bob Hope’s which the called “The 
Starlight Review.”121  He travelled with the USO Camp Shows, 
Inc. all over the United States and was supervisor of shows going 
to the Pacific.  He was the first USO director to take 
entertainment units into veterans’ hospitals.122 
When Johnny left the Austin USO and began traveling with the 
Camp Shows, the family moved for a year and a half to Chicago, 
where Johnny’s brother lived, so they would be able to see Johnny 
more often and still be close to family.123  After the war, Johnny 
booked club and hotel entertainment in Illinois through his 
Chicago organization, Consolidated Radio Artists.124  Chicago was 
a wonderful town, but Pauline was terribly homesick and missed 
her beloved home and extended family.  The family returned to 
Austin in 1946125 and Johnny was hired to manage the newly 
established Austin Club.  The club was the city’s most exclusive club 
and was located on the third floor of the Commodore Perry Building.   
The family moved to a home on Matthews Drive, a house with a 
wonderful view of Lake Austin.  In 1954 Johnny was appointed 
manager of the Galveston Country Club,126 and off they went to 
Galveston, Texas.  It was here that Pauline, after her children had left 
the nest, took up golf and became a true fan of the game and quite 
proficient in the sport that she played for the rest of her life.  Pauline 
was not a “joiner” and eschewed women’s clubs for lovingly and 
devotedly taking care of her husband, children, and home.  She had 
always loved the outdoors – fishing in Port Aransas and Galveston, 

gardening, 
etc.  She was 
naturally 
athletic so 
she took to 
golf with 
great 
enthusiasm 
and was 
most proud of her 3 holes-in-one.   
Pauline was a perfect lady always, but had a 
devilish side.  She would be playing a soulful 
“Blue Danube Waltz” on the piano, then with 
a twinkle in her eye, would break into a 
rousing “Tiger Rag!”  She delighted in 
frequent get-togethers with beloved cousins, 
children, and ten grandchildren.  It was this 
last group that gave her the nickname “Piny.”  
She was also one of the select few who 
viewed Haley’s Comet twice – once as a child 

Pauline Peninger, Billie Johnston, Johnny Peninger in Wimberly 
Galveston Daily News  25 Nov 1963  (top right) 

 50th Anniversary Clipping  (center right) 
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from the top of her Uncle John Bremond’s house in 1910 and again in 1986.  She saw many changes in 
the world: automobiles, air travel, space exploration, the computer age, etc.127    
After Johnny retired the couple moved to Wimberley, Texas where they had a home on the Woodcreek 
golf course and Pauline continued her pursuit of those holes-in-one by merely stepping outside the 
living room door.  They celebrated their golden wedding anniversary during a special nuptial Mass at 
Christ the King Catholic Church in Dallas.128 
Johnny died 27 April 1983.  A funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in Austin, Texas and burial was in Oakwood Cemetery.   
In her late 80s, Pauline lived with her daughter, Peggy, at Lakeway, near 
Austin.  A few months before her death, Pauline moved to Dallas to be close 
to her daughters, Beth and Kaki.  She died 31 May 1993.  Funeral services 
were held at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Austin with Monsignor Edward Matocha 
officiating.  She is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Texas.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mary Elizabeth “May Bess” Haldeman 1905 - 1905 

Mary Elizabeth Haldeman, the youngest child of Horace P. 
Haldeman and Elizabeth Robinson Haldeman, was born at home on 
25 May 1905, just one month after the sudden death of her father.  
May Bess, as she was known, died in Sep 1905.129  She was five 
months old.  She is buried at Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Texas. 

A
n

n
 D

ol
ce

r 
C

ol
le

ct
io

n
 

Virginia Johnston, Pauline Peninger, 
and Peggy Peninger Hartnett (center 

right) 
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Alfred Henry Robinson / Alfred Henry Robinson Sr. Descendants 

Alfred Henry Robinson Jr.  1904-1991 

Alfred Henry Robinson 
Jr., the eldest child of Alfred 
Henry Robinson Sr. and 
Florence Walsh, was born 22 
Jun 1904 in Austin, Texas.  
Growing up in the Bremond 
Block at 404 W. 7th Street, 
Al and his younger brother, 
George, had a boys-only 
club and did not pay much 
attention to the girls.130  This 
infuriated the female 
cousins.  All of the 
Robinson children were 
taught the skills of hunting 
by their father who was a 
bird hunter and by their 
uncle, Joe Martin.  Hunting 

became a lifelong passion with this Robinson clan.  
Adventure was always high on the list of 
Robinson activities and on Friday 29 Oct 1911 
at 1:15 pm, the first airplane landed in Austin.  
The Vin Fiz, a Wright EX Flyer biplane flown 
by the adventurer Cal Rogers landed in a field 
near the intersection of 51st and Duval Streets.  
Rogers was on a transcontinental flight and 

made a stop in Austin.131  In the crowd of roughly 
three thousand excited citizens was Al Robinson 
who had ridden his bicycle all the way from his 
home to see the phenomenon.132 
Al graduated from Austin High School and The 
University of Texas where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration.  While at the 
University, he was a member of Sigma Chi 
fraternity and the Texas Cowboys.   
He married Charlotte Ruth Dies on 14 Oct 1939 
in Austin, Texas.  The marriage rites took place at 
8:30 am in the sun room at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church rectory.  Charlotte was the daughter of 

Alfred Henry Robinson Jr. 

29 Oct 1911 Austin, Texas 
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Jack and Lottie Dies.  She grew up in Beaumont, Texas, graduated from high school in Houston.  Jack 
Dies was the postmaster in Beaumont and was 
later with Humble Oil in Houston.  Charlotte’s 
grandfather, Martin Dies, and her uncle, Martin 
Dies Jr., both served in the US House of 
Representatives.  Charlotte attended Our Lady of 

the Lake College in San Antonio and The 
University of Texas and was a member of Kappa 
Alpha Theta sorority.133   
Charlotte and Al had four children: Alfred Henry 
“Spike” Robinson III born 3 May 1941, 
Charlotte “Carla” Dies Robinson born 25 Jul 
1943, Thomas Scott “Scott” Robinson, born 8 
Mar 1948, and Florence Louise “Flora” 
Robinson born 2 Jul 1949. 
Al was president of Austin White Lime in 1939 

and became managing partner of 
Austin White Lime Company and 
the Robinson Ranch.  The 
Robinson family purchased its first 
cattle in the mid 1930s and has 
added acres and cattle numbers 
since.  The ranch has been a major 
part of the family business as well 
as a place of relaxation and family 
gatherings.  Al was active in both 
businesses all of his life.134  He was 
a member of St. Mary’s Cathedral 
parish and served as director of 
the Capital National Bank from 
January 1955 until he retired from 
the bank board in 1973. 135 Virginia Johnston, Charlotte Robinson, Virginia Robinson  

Dies-Robinson wedding 
clipping and 

announcement 
1939 
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Throughout their lives, Al and his brother, George, had an intense but good-natured rivalry.  One 
would try to outdo the other in whatever endeavor was being undertaken or whatever story was being 
told.  The stories told around the campfires on hunting trips got bigger and bigger, and as the whiskey 
flowed, the stories only magnified.  One such evening ended with Al bragging, “Well, once before I was 
born…”  At that point Al was told it was time to call it an evening.136 
Charlotte was a beautiful woman and always immaculately dressed.  She was active in the community 
and was one of the founders of the Seton Development Board, a member of the Austin Junior League, 
and was a donor to many charitable causes. 
Al and Charlotte’s daughter, Carla, has fond memories of growing up “Robinson.” 

We all felt very blessed to have had such wonderful parents and be part of such a large family.  There were many 
great occasions at “Mama Al” and “Papa Al’s” home where Al, Uncle George and Aunt Sis were raised.  Al 
and his family were members of Saint Mary’s Cathedral where he was an altar boy when he was young.  The 
Fathers from Saint Mary’s would sing wonderful Christmas carols at Mama Al’s Christmas night party, 
attended by large numbers of family and friends.  The house was aglow with a fresh green Christmas tree full of 

colorful lights and Victorian glass ornaments.  
Beneath the tree were two beautiful old hand 
organs and precious presents for all from Sis.  
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day were 
celebrated with Mama Al carving a huge 
turkey for everyone.  The family had Easter 
egg hunts complete with an extremely large 
rabbit named Harvey.  Sis gave many 
Halloween parties in the beautiful Victorian 
home and loved to scare all the kids with Mr. 
Bones [an articulated skeleton] in the 

downstairs closet!.  Frank, Bertha and Beulah were 
part of the family, cooking and serving the most 
delicious food for everyone. 
Al and Charlotte made wonderful family trips to 
the Dies Ranch in Leander where Charlotte’s 
mother, Mama Dies, lived.  She had lots of farm 
animals and Mama Dies taught the kids how to 
churn butter!  Papa Dies [Jack Dies], who was a 
lobbyist for Humble Oil, had built a beautiful 
country home around a very old log cabin with a 
large rock swimming pool.  It even had a dance 
floor and a nickelodeon.  It was the most wonderful 
place to swim and Charlotte’s brothers, Uncle 
Howard and Uncle Tom, taught the kids to dive 
off the diving board and throw washers.  All 
enjoyed the famous Dies Ranch bar-b-que with 
Tom and Gin, Howard and Al and Charlotte’s 
friends from the University of Texas; and parties 
given for member of the Austin Junior League. Alfred H. Robinson Jr. 

Charlotte Dies Robinson 

C
ar

la
 R

. A
lle

n
 C

ol
le

ct
io

n
 

C
ar

la
 R

. A
lle

n
 C

ol
le

ct
io

n
 



Fourth Generation 

 156 

When Al wasn’t working at the 
Austin White Lime Company office 
with George and Sis, which he really 
enjoyed and continued until his last 
days, he was often found hunting or 
fishing and enjoying the company of 
his dogs.  Al was a golfer and for 
many years he enjoyed trips with 
Charlotte and George and Virginia 
to many beautiful resorts.  He once 
said after a European triw with 
Charlotte that Paris was the most 
beautiful city in all the world!  His 
Grandmother Ban [Pauline] 
Bremond was French and he often 
mentioned her.  Al had a love for all 
things beautiful, evidenced by his 
choosing of his bride, Charlotte.  He was a refined gentleman.  Al loved all of his family deeply and when his 
mother died, he missed her greatly. 
Al’s real passion was dove hunting on the Robinson Ranch in McNeil, Texas.  He spent many week-ends with 
his family at the ranch teaching everyone how to hunt and how to drive the red Jeep.  Al loved to drive his Buick 
with Charlotte around the pastures and check on the cattle.  Al was a very conservative and careful person and 
hardly ever made any mistakes in his life, but one funny tale about Al was that when he was young, he almost 
drove his car off the sea wall on Galveston Island.  Most summers were spent on the Texas coast at Port 
Aransas, Texas where Charlotte and Al had restored a beach house that Charlotte decorated in bright beach 
colors.  Al’s fishing, Charlotte’s gourmet picnics on the beach and parties with Charlotte’s fabulous New 
Orleans gumbo were special events for children and grandchildren.  
A first African Safari for big game hunters was among the thrills of Al and Charlotte and George [Robinson] 

Charlotte Robinson, Carlotta and Charlotte Carothers at Port Aransas 

2109 Rockmoor Avenue 
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and Spike’s [Robinson] lives when they were 
destined to a wonderful adventure organized by 
British hunter, Bunny Allen, and assisted by 
Danish hunter, Yens Hessel.  Many safaris 
followed as it was such a wonderful experience for 
them and safaris to Kenya and Tanzania continue 
to this day by Al and George’ children and 
grandchildren. 
Charlotte and Al’s first home was on St. 
Anthony Street and it was here that they began 
raising their four children.  The family later moved 
to a very beautiful traditional home at 2109 
Rockmoor Avenue where Charlotte loved 
decorating, entertaining, and creating beautiful 
flower gardens.  It was the site of wedding 
receptions, baptism celebrations and all holiday 
festivities for the growing family.  Always there to 
help the family, first at St. Anthony Street and 
then on Rockmoor Avenue, were Joe Moore, head 
gardener, and Helen, the wonderful cook.  Later 
Miss Tommy and Jewel cooked all the fish and 
game brought in by the family and Joe grilled for 
every occasion.  Life would not have been the same 
without them. 
Later in life, Al and Charlotte built a Spanish 
veranda style home on the Martin Hill at the 
Robinson Ranch in McNeil.  The house 
overlooked Austin and they held many parties 
helped by Trini, Vera and Diane, Gilbert and 
Thomas.  Here, too, they continued the loving 
traditions of their ancestors and passed them on to 
their children and thirteen grandchildren.  The 
Robinsons were longtime supporters of Seton 

Hospital and of Saint Mary’s Cathedral parish where the celebrated many Masses, family weddings, baptism 
and funerals with their large family. 137 

Al died 14 March 1991138 at his ranch house near McNeil, Texas.  Following a funeral Mass at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, he was buried in Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Austin.  Charlotte died 15 May 1996 in 
Scottsdale, Arizona at Neiman Marcus following trip to the Mayo Clinic there for treatment.139  Her 
funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Mary’s Cathedral and she was buried next to Al in Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery.140  “They had a beautiful life together.”141 
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George Edward Robinson 1906-2000 

George Edward Robinson, the second child of Alfred Henry 
Robinson Sr. and Florence Walsh, was born 21 Sep 1906 in 
Austin, Texas.  His family lived at 404 W. 7th Street in the 
Bremond Block in downtown Austin.  He attended St. 
Edward’s and graduated from The University of Texas with a 
degree in business and was a member of Sigma Chi fraternity.  
He married Lila Virginia “Lovey” Eckhardt on 7 Jun 1930 at 
the home of Lovey’s parents.    
Lovey was 
born in 
Nordheim, 
Texas on 1 
Dec 1907 
but the 
family lived 
there only 
briefly 
before 
moving to 
Austin, 
Texas.  She 
was the 
daughter of 

Flora Louise “Sis”, George, Al Robinson 

Virginia “Lovey” Robinson 
San Antonio Express 4 Jun 1930  (left) M
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Lila “Nana” Wimbish and Oscar C. Eckhardt142 as well as the great granddaughter of Caroline 
Kleberg.143  Lovey was the apple of her father’s eye, petite, feminine, and very particular.144  She 
graduated from Austin High School and was a school favorite.  She attended The University of Texas 
where she was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority.  Lovey and George met during high school; she was 
his first date. 

The couple first lived at 309 West 
9th Street following their wedding 
and in 1935 moved to 2201 Enfield 
Road.145  Enfield was an unpaved 
road in these days and the 
Robinson home was on an acre of 
land, the last house going West 
towards the lake.  The couple 
raised four children in this home:  
Patricia Margaret “Pat” 
Robinson born 21 Dec 1934, 
George Edward “Bo” Robinson 
Jr. born 16 May 1938, John Oscar 
“Oscar” Robinson born 23 Mar 
1945, and James Eckhardt 
“James” Robinson born 11 Apr 
1947.146 
After college, George went to work 
with his father at Austin White 
Lime Company and held the 
position of secretary-treasurer of 
the company beginning in 1937.  
Following the death of Alfred 
Robinson Sr. in 1934, George and 

his brother and sister purchased the company and all worked at managing and building the business.  It 
has been told that 
George’s mother, 
Florence Walsh “Mama 
Al” Robinson, allowed 
her children to use 
Alfred Robinson Sr.’s 
life insurance policy to 
buy out the remaining 
interest in the company 
in about 1940.147  The 
business “really picked 
up” during World War 
II as lime was used in 
the manufacture of 
steel.  George always 
said that lime had more 
uses than any other 
chemical – from 
outhouses, to tortillas, 
to steel.148   

George & Lovey Robinson 
James & Oscar Robinson, Scott Robinson 

“Bo”, Pat and George Robinson 1942 
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George, called “Daddy Bear”, by 
his immediate family, loved his 
family and friends and they 
loved him.  His life was full of 
love.  He had a great love of the 
Lord and passed that love on to 
his children and grandchildren.  
He loved hunting and fishing.  
The family hunted on the 
Robinson Ranch near McNeil 
and fished in Port Aransas.  
They cleaned birds on the porch 
at the ranch and George and 
Lovey built a house on the ship 
channel in Port Aransas for 
fishing expeditions.  George 
loved sports.  He and Lovey 
religiously followed Lovey’s 

brother, Oscar “Ox” Eckhardt, and his sports career at UT in baseball, football and track.149  When Ox 
moved on to play pro football and baseball, they were Ox’s biggest fans.150   

Good food was another love and he was probably the only person who 
took his lunch to work every day in a metal lunch box that contained a 
grilled lamb chop, avocado salad, and angel food cake.  Lunch was an 
important part of the business day for George and he and his brother and 
sister ate lunch together daily at work.  There were no places to buy food 
in McNeil in those days, so they took their lunch to the nearby family 
ranch house and enjoyed good food, good conversation, and family.151   
Most of all, George loved ice cream, candy, and all sweets.  Aunt Kate 
Robinson’s patience and divinity were his favorites along with Aunt Gin 

Nagle’s homemade ice cream.  He always had 
two pockets full of candy for himself and for 
any needy child.   
He traveled everywhere with a medicine kit.  
Everyone teased George about the kit, but 
everyone knew who to go to when anyone was 
hurt.  Both George and his brother were known 
for their stories, some were taller-tales than 
others.  They told their children of escapades of 
seeing an apparition running through the 
Capitol grounds; of watching the circus unload 
and elephants pulling ropes to raise the tents; of 
getting stranded on the Llano river with Lovey 
when their car went under water due to rising 
flood waters; of watching the arrival of the first 
airplane to land in Austin; of greasing the trolley 
tracks on the 10th Street hill so the trolley could 
not move up the hill; of riding the trolley and 
pulling the “hook” down, disabling the car; and 
of rousing games of poker.   
George was an excellent hunter and had 

2201 Enfield Road 2009 
Austin American Statesman 21 Nov 2000 

(below left)
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wonderful memories of early hunting trips with his family, camping out in big canvas tents and 
spending evenings by the campfire.  On one such trip on the Llano River, the family had taken their 
dog “Hal” to enjoy the country.  George suddenly ran up to his sister and yelled, “Quick, give me 
tweezers – Hal has a hook in his paw!”  “Sis” said, “What in the hell is Al doing fishing without his 
pants on?”  This is most likely the moment when George decided he would always have a medicine kit 
with him.152   
Lovey enjoyed gardening, parties, and shopping.  She loved visits to the Broadmore, the Homestead, 
and Carmel.  She was involved in the community and was active in the Junior League of Austin, the 
Settlement Home, and St. Mary’s Cathedral parish.  Her greatest love was gardening and her yard was 
beautiful especially in the spring when the bulbs came up and the azaleas bloomed.  George’s greatest 
fear was that he would die first and Lovey would spend all her money on soil for the garden. 
In the 1980s Lovey and George “moved to McNeil to live out their lives 
on the ranch in a very serious log cabin.  The children and grandchildren 
loved visiting there in the beautiful surroundings.  There were always 
cousins and friends that came out to carry on the traditions of fun, 
family, and food.”153  Lovey died 19 Jul 1989 in Williamson County and 
following a funeral Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral, was buried at the 
Robinson Ranch Cemetery in McNeil, Texas.  George died 20 Nov 2000 
and following funeral services at St. Mary’s Cathedral he was buried at 
the Robinson Ranch Cemetery in McNeil. 
 
 
 

Flora Louise Robinson  1911-2004 

Flora Louise Robinson, the third and 
youngest child of Alfred Henry Robinson and 
Florence Walsh, was born 25 Apr 1911 in 
Austin, Travis County, Texas.  Her two older 
brothers, Al and George, fondly called her 
“Sis” and the name stuck.  Her cousins often 
called her “Ted” or “Teddy”, but Sis was a 
lifetime nickname.  She and her brothers grew 
up in the Bremond Block, in the center of 
Austin.  She spent summers at Camp 
Waldemar in Hunt, Texas with her cousin 
Mary Jo Butler and excelled in tennis.154 
Sis was a sportswoman and outdoors person.  
She was the first child in the family to knock a 
baseball over the wall at the North-Evans 
Mansion across from the Bremond Block.  
She was the leader of the female cousins and 
bossed them all.155  The gang of cousins rode 
the range using old brooms for horses, playing 
“Cowboys and Indians.”  “We would shoot 
her [Sis] and never hit her, but she got us 
every time!”156 
The cousins, Sis Robinson, Mary Jo Butler, 
Elizabeth Schneider, and Virginia Schneider 

Robinson Family Cemetery 
McNeil, Texas 
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had “secrets.”  These were not normal little girl secrets but 
really big time secrets.  Two or three of the cousins would 
create a secret out of something which happened in their 
lives.  They would give the secret a name; often they would 
write a poem or jingle about it.  The purpose was to needle 
the other cousins who did not know what the secret was.  

Some of the secrets 
were “Fivepence,” 
“Poor Tomato Cut its 
Finger and it bled and 
bled and bled,” and the 
best one of all, “Four 
Feet.”  None of the 
secrets were ever 
divulged to the younger 
generations and are still 
secrets to this day.157 
Sis graduated from St. 
Mary’s Academy in 
Austin, Texas, attended 
St. Mary’s College in 
Notre Dame, Indiana, 
and graduated from the 
University of Texas 
where she majored in 
journalism and was a 
member of Pi Beta Phi 
sorority.  She was a 
member of Theta 
Sigma Phi honorary 
journalism fraternity, 
the Junior League of 
Austin, the Cotillion 

Club, and the Austin Country Club.158  She was a wonderful storyteller and had a love of poetry that 
continued throughout her life.159 

Virginia “Billie” Schneider, Sis Robinson, Mary Jo Butler, Elizabeth 
Schneider at St. Mary’s Academy 1929 M
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Sis and Jack Chevigny, a 
running back for Notre 
Dame in the late 1920s 
and the head football 
coach at St. Edward’s 
College (1932-1934) and 
at The University of 
Texas (1934-1936), 
frequently dated and 
were what would be 
known as an “item.”  
After the 1936 football 
season, Jack gave up 
football and used his 

Texas connections to enter the oil business.  Like many of 
his era, he gave up his career and entered the US military.  
As a Marine in Feb 1945 he found himself among the first 
wave of soldiers to storm the beaches at Iwo Jima.  Within 
24 hours he was dead.160  It is obvious that Sis and Jack 
were close for she kept his photograph on her dresser as 
long as she lived at 404 W. 7th.161 
In her twenties, Sis, along with her two brothers, worked 
in the family business, the Austin White Lime Company, 
and the three eventually purchased the company outright 
in the 1940s.  She was a great sportswoman and her love of 
competitive sports included baseball, tennis, and golf.  She 
helped form the Women’s Golf Association in Austin.  
Hunting was a lifelong passion.  She was an excellent shot 

and taught many of her 
nieces and nephews the 
ways of hunting.162 
Sis Robinson married Dr. 
William Conrad King 
on 24 Nov 1962 at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in 
Austin, Texas with Rev. 
Francis Sullivan, C.S.C. 
celebrating.  Bill was born 
6 Nov 1912 163 in 
Madison, Wisconsin and 
was the son of Estella 
Wright and Max W. 
King.  Much of his 

Sis King on the King Ranch II 

Bill and Sis King (above and below left) 
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childhood was spent in New York and Mexico where he often worked summers with his father, a civil 
engineer.  He graduated from The University of Texas and earned his MD degree from Baylor 
University College of Medicine in Dallas, Texas.  He pursued a residency in dermatology at The 
University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.  
Bill served in the US Navy in World War II as a 
flight surgeon with the VMF 314 Marine Corps 
Fighter Squadron in the Pacific Theatre.  .  He 
was a member of Phi Beta Pi fraternity and a 
member of the honorary medical fraternity, Alpha 
Omega Alpha.164   
Following World War II, Bill practiced 
dermatology in Austin until he retired in the 
1960s.  By that time, Bill’s wife had died and his 
children were grown.  Sis and Bill met on the golf 
course and it was a perfect match.  Sis said that 50 
was the perfect age for marriage.165  Following 
their wedding, Sis and Bill purchased land near 
Buda in Hays County, Texas and created the King 
Ranch II on the banks of Onion Creek.  There 
they raised wild turkey, goats, cattle, and anything 
else that crossed her path.166 
Sis was a devout Catholic and a lifelong member 
of St. Mary’s Cathedral and a member of the 
Ladies of Charity.  The chapel at Seton Northwest 
was donated by Sis and Bill and Sis’ brothers.  She 
was dearly loved and respected by all who knew 
her.  She suffered a debilitating stroke in 1995 and 
lived out her days at her beloved King Ranch, 
cared for by Bill and by her niece, Virginia Tyler 
Fleming and Virginia’s husband, Chuck Fleming.  
Sis died 30 Aug 2003 in Buda and following a 
Mass of Christian Burial at Santa Cruz Catholic 
Church in Buda, was buried in Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery in Austin.167   
Bill died 25 Feb 2004 and is buried in Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery, Austin, Texas. There are no headstones 
at the site. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Mt. Calvary Cemetery  (above) 
Austin American Statesman 31 Aug 2003  (center) 
Austin American Statesman 27 Sep 2004  (right)
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Alfred Henry Robinson / Pauline Robinson Schneider Descendants 

Mary Elizabeth Schneider 1912-1993 

Mary Elizabeth “Lizzie” Schneider, oldest daughter of Leonard and Pauline Robinson Schneider, was born in 
Austin, Texas on 4 Aug 1912.168 169   

 
As the oldest of three girls, she paved the way for her 
sisters and graduated from St. Mary’s Academy and the 
University of Texas at Austin. Elizabeth was a member 
of Pi Beta Phi Sorority and was selected to be a 
Bluebonnet Belle.170 

On 6 Nov 1939,171 she married James “Jim” Hogg 
Rogers, who was born 9 Jan 1912 in Decatur, 
Texas.172  Jim grew up in San Antonio, Texas, 
graduated from St. Mary’s University and received a 
degree in law from Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C.173  The couple was married at St. 
Mary’s Church in Austin, Texas174 and a Catholic Mass 
and solemn Benediction completed the ceremony.175 

Jim served with the US Army during World War II.176  
For most of his life, he practiced law in Austin but he 
and Lizzie did spend seventeen years in Amarillo, 
Texas.  The couple eventually returned to Austin and 
lived in the Lost Creek neighborhood.   

Pauline and Elizabeth Schneider 

Virginia and Elizabeth Schneider  (top right) 
Jim Rogers and Elizabeth Schneider  (left) 
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Rogers – Schneider Wedding 
Elizabeth and Jim Rogers leaving St. Mary’s Catholic Church 1939 

The Wedding Party: Mary Jo Butler, Flora Louise Robinson, Virginia Schneider, 
Elizabeth Rogers, Dorothy Schneider, Lucille Sharp and Virginia Page 
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Lizzie was always involved in her community and 
began her volunteer work at the age of 12 in a 
neighborhood group called “The Busy Bees.”  She 
served as president of the Junior League of Austin 
in 1949-50177 and founded and was president of the 
Cotillion Club, a woman’s counterpart to the 
Bachelor’s Club.178  In Amarillo she volunteered at 
St. Anthony’s Hospital and was president of the 
Lawyers’ Wives.179  When she returned to Austin 
she was instrumental in the development of St. John 
Neumann Catholic Parish.  She and her sister 
Virginia met daily following morning Mass to share 
a Coke and talk about family and friends.  

Lizzie loved a party and Jim was always ready to 
oblige.  She was famous for her enchiladas and Jim 
for his barbeque steaks and special “sop” sauce.  
She was a perfect lady and Jim was irreverent and 
loved a raucous joke.  They made a wonderful pair 
and were full of love and good humor.180  Jim and 
Elizabeth had two children James Hogg Rogers 
Jr. and Mary Elizabeth Rogers.  

Lizzie had a stroke in 1991 and the couple moved 
to the Summit Retirement Complex in Austin in 
1993.  She died 19 March 1993181 and Jim died 24 
Aug 1995 in Austin, Texas.182  Jim and Elizabeth 

are buried in Austin Memorial Park Sec 5B row 35 lots 9 and 10.   
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Elizabeth and Jim Rogers 

Austin Memorial Park 
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Mary Virginia Schneider 1914- 

Mary Virginia “Billie” Schneider was born 30 Jun 1914,183 the middle child of Leonard and Pauline Robinson 
Schneider.  She was nicknamed “Billie” because her father was hoping for a boy and was planning on naming him 
William. 

Virginia graduated from St. Mary’s Academy and was valedictorian of her 
graduating class.184  She received a degree from the University of Texas in 
1938 and was a member of the Pi Beta Phi sorority and Ownooch.185  She 
spent many relaxing summers with her cousin Mary Jo Cooper at Port 
Aransas.186  Following graduation she was employed by the Internal 
Revenue Service and was a member of the Cotillion Club and the Junior 
League of Austin.187 

On 27 May 27 1943188 Virginia married Dean Johnston, who was born 
30 Dec 1908.189  Following the wedding the couple temporarily moved to 
Rhode Island, where Dean was stationed with the Navy prior to going 
overseas.  When Dean left for England, Virginia returned to Austin and 
lived with her mother and sisters.   

Billie Schneider at Port Aransas 

Elizabeth and Virginia Schneider Dorothy, Virginia and Elizabeth Schneider 
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Dean was born in 
Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri,190 and lived 
with his family in St. 
Louis, Missouri, in 
Oklahoma, and in 
Beaumont, Texas.  He 
attended high school 
in Beaumont and 
began college at Lamar 
University.  He 
received a bachelor 
degree in electrical 
engineering from Rice 
University in 1936.  
While at Rice, he ran 
cross-country track.  
Following graduation 
he went to work for 
Houston Lighting and 
Power and then 
moved to Austin to 
work for W. K. 
Jennings as the 
electrical engineer on 
the Mansfield Dam project.  During World War II, Dean served in the United States Navy as a Seabee, going 
ashore in Normandy on D-day.  He also served in Okinawa preparing for the invasion of Japan.191   

Tom Butler, Dean Johnston, Virginia Schneider, Dorothy Schneider, Elizabeth Rogers 
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When Dean returned from 
the war in 1946, he joined 
his wife and daughter and 
the couple lived at the 
home of his mother-in-
law, Pauline Robinson 
Schneider.  Dean started 
an electrical engineering 
and construction company 
and used the servants’ 
quarters behind the 
Schneider home at 301 W. 
13th Street as his first 
office.  He had a “fleet of 
trucks” that consisted of 
one old truck named Red 
Rider that had been used 

to deliver hides.  The company incorporated in 1959 as Dean 
Johnston, Inc., and Dean served as president of the company until 
his death.   

In 1951, the couple moved from the Schneider home to 2500 
Hatley Drive in Rollingwood, a suburban area of Austin that was 
being developed.  Dean and Billie resided at Hatley Drive for the 
next 50 plus years.  The couple had four children including twins 
that were born prematurely and did not survive.  The two 
surviving daughters are Virginia Ann Johnston and Judith 
Johnston. 

Throughout her life, Virginia has been an active volunteer as a 
member of the Junior League and the Ladies of Charity, 
volunteering at the St. Vincent DePaul Thrift Shop and Seton 
League House.  She has been active in the Rollingwood 
neighborhood association and in her parish, St. Ignatius Martyr 
Church. 

Dean and Billie spent much 
of their free time at the Lazy 
J Ranch on Lake Travis 
swimming, fishing, raising 
cattle and caring for the land.  
A portion of the property 
that comprises the ranch 
belonged to the Schneider 
family and was inherited by 
Billie.  The remaining part of 
the ranch was purchased in 
the 1960s.  The ranch was a 
labor of love for each of 
them and they passed on 
their love of nature, animals 
and sports to their children 
and grandchildren. 

Virginia Schneider Johnston 

Lt. Dean Johnston: US Navy WWII V
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Dean had a very subtle and 
dry sense of humor.  He loved 
sports and taught his 

daughters to love the outdoors, to hunt, to “study hard and show thy self 
approval”.  He was an ardent supporter of the Rice Owls.  Billie taught him to 
enjoy Longhorn football, carrying on a tradition of attending UT home games 
that began when she was a child.  But there was never a doubt where his true 
loyalty stood when UT played Rice.  

Dean and Billie were dedicated to the Catholic Church and the Austin 
community.  They were regular contributors to their parish, St. Ignatius, and 
financially supported the establishment of St. Michael’s Catholic Academy in the 
1980s.  Dean was a long time supporter of the Settlement Club and in 1997 he 
received a Ministry Award from the Austin Diocese for his work on the Del 
Valle Correctional Facility.  In 2000, the couple donated 11 acres of the Lazy J 
Ranch land to the Austin Diocese for the establishment of Queen of Angels 
Chapel.   

Dean Johnston (right) at Settlement Home Groundbreaking 

Dean, “Babe” and Billie Johnston at Lazy J Ranch 
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Dean died 15 May 2003192 
and is buried in Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dorothy Ann Schneider 1919-1991 

Dorothy Ann “Do” Schneider, the youngest of the three Schneider daughters, was born 15 June 
1919.193  Following in the footsteps of her sisters, she 
graduated from St. Mary’s Academy and the University 
of Texas with a degree in education and was a member of 

Pi Beta Phi 
sorority, 
Ownooch 
and the 
Cotillion 
Club194.  She 
served a 
president of 
the sorority 
and was a 
duchess 
from Austin 
to the Battle 
of Flowers in 
San 
Antonio.195  
During 
World War II she was secretary for the USO Club in 
Austin. 

Mt. Calvary Cemetery  (top right) 
Dean and Billie Johnston at Lazy J  2000 (below) 

A
 D

ol
ce

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

 

A
 D

ol
ce

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

 

Dorothy Schneider, Duchess Battle of Flowers 
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On 1 Feb 1947 she married Amos “Pete” Peters Jr. (born 06 Jan 1919196) at high noon at St. Mary’s 
Church in Austin, Texas.197  Following the wedding and a trip to New Orleans, the couple resided in 
Taylor, Texas on Davis Street.198   
The couple had 3 children: Pauline Peters, Amos Peters III, and Joan Peters.  Dorothy’s nieces, 
Ann Johnston and Mary Elizabeth “Prissy” Rogers, would ride the train from Austin to Taylor to visit 

their cousins.  “Do” was fun loving and 
planned great adventures for the children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capt. Amos Peters in India during WWII 
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Dorothy was an active member of the 
community, serving as a member and officer of 
the Johns Community Hospital Auxiliary, as a 
member of the Williamson County Historical 
Commission and the executive board of the 

Taylor Conservation and 
Heritage society.  For many 
years she served on the 
board of the Moody 
Museum and was active in 
planning the museum’s 
restoration.  She was also 
past president of the 
Women’s Study Club of 
Taylor and the St. Mary’s 
Altar Society.199   
Amos graduated from 
Taylor High School in 1936 
and from The UT School of 
Law in 1942.  He was a 
member of Chi Phi 
fraternity.  During World 
War II he was a radar officer 
and held the rank of Captain 

Dorothy Schneider (center) at Austin USO office. 

Invitations: 
Order of the Alamo – left 

Schneider-Peters Wedding - below 
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in the Air Force200.  Following the war, he 
practiced law with his father in Taylor, Texas 
for over 50 years at the law firm of Peters and 
Peters.  He was director of City National 
Bank and a member St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Knights of Columbus, and 
Williamson County Bar Association. 201  He 
was an avid ham radio operator and was 
known by his call letters, “W5LHX”.202 
Dorothy died 22 Oct 1991203 and Amos died 
29 Oct 
1999.204  Both 
are buried in 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church cemetery in 
Taylor, Texas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s Cemetery, Taylor, Texas 
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Dorothy and Amos Peters 1986 
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Alfred Henry Robinson / Josephine Cecilia Robinson Butler Descendants 

Mary Josephine Butler 1913-2010 

Mary Josephine Butler, the eldest child and only daughter of Josephine Cecilia Robinson and Thomas 
James Butler, was born 29 Oct 1913 in 
Austin, Texas.205  When Josephine Butler 
died in the influenza epidemic of 1918 Mary 
Jo, her father and bothers, Tom and Bob, 
settled in with the children’s aunt and uncle, 
Mary Robinson Martin and Joseph Martin.  
Six-month old Martin, the youngest sibling, 
was cared for by Pauline Bremond 
Robinson, the children’s maternal 
grandmother.  After their father remarried in 
the late 1920s, Mary Jo and her two brothers 
remained with their aunt and uncle in the 
Martin home at the northwest corner of 
Seventh and Nueces Streets.  Martin Butler 
continued to live nearby with his 
grandmother at 705 San Antonio Street.206 
Something of a tomboy, Mary Jo grew up 
with her brothers and cousins in small-town 
Austin.  “Cowboys and Indians” was a 
favorite sport on straw-broom horses that 
Mary Jo and her cousin Flora Louise “Sis” 
Robinson named after horses in Zane Grey 
stories.  The children played and with their 
elders attended functions in nearby 

Wooldridge Park; kept 
family dogs and cats and 
occasional strays; and 
tended pet rabbits.  Mary 
Jo was given a real horse 
that she named “Flash”207 
and kept at a stable near 
the present-day site of 
Stephen F. Austin High 
School.  The family and 
cousins gathered every 
afternoon at the home of 
Pauline “Ban” Bremond 
Robinson, the children’s 
grandmother.  The women 
sewed, the children played, 
and homemade ice cream 
was the daily treat.  Friday 

Mary Jo and Tom Butler 

Margaret Butler’s Wedding Party: Eugenia Dillworth, Julia May Hancock, Eileen Butler, 
Pauline Haldeman, Eleanor Covert (seated) 

Mary Jo Butler and Elizabeth Schneider (in front)
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nights were spent at movie theatres on Congress Avenue.  Summers and some winter weeks usually 
found the children at the Martins’ dwelling at Port Aransas where Mary Jo fished almost every day 
when not riding horseback or hunting ducks in season with her Uncle Joe, her brothers, and male and 

female cousins.  Mary Jo also 
regularly accompanied her uncle on 
inspection tours of cotton farms that 
he owned in Central Texas and on 
the Gulf Coast.  As he grew older, 
she drove his automobile on the trips 
and tended to much of his work until 
she was well into her twenties. 
Mary Jo attended St. Mary’s Academy 
in Austin, Texas.  For the first three 
years of high school, Mary Jo left St. 
Mary’s to attend the Hockaday 
School in Dallas, where she was 
president of her class and on the 
honor roll.  In 1930 following the 
death of her aunt, Mary “Nanie” 
Robinson Martin, Mary Jo returned 
to Austin to finish her senior year at 
St. Mary’s, graduating in 1932.  She 
enrolled at The University of Texas, 
graduating in 1936 with a degree in 
journalism.  She was a member of Pi 
Beta Phi sorority, the Cotillion Club, 
the Junior League and the Baby 
Home Guild. 
She won recognition wherever she 
went.  One summer, she won the 
highest honor in rifle class and 

achieved the all-star camper rating at Camp Waldemar in Hunt, Texas.  She excelled at everything, but 

Port Aransas: Beth Cotter, Red Ellis, xxx, Tom Butler, Virginia Schneider, Bob Butler, xxx (back row) 
Mary Jo Butler and Mrs. Cotter (in car) and Martin Butler and Ruth Cotter (on running board) 

Beth Cotter, Virginia Schneider, Mary Jo Butler at Port Aransas 
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Mary Jo’s stepmother, Hazel Oatman Butler, was forever trying to “improve” and refine her step-
daughter.  One thing she did for Mary Jo worked out very well.  Hazel introduced her to a handsome 
young man who was new to Austin.  Not too long after the introduction, Mary Jo married William 
Douglas Cooper on 
28 Sep 1940.  The 
wedding took place at 
the rectory of St. 
Mary’s Church with 
the Rev. J. J. O’Brien 
officiating.  It was a 
small wedding with 
only members of the 
immediate family 
present.208   
W. D. “Doug” Cooper 
was born in 1910 in 
Tennessee.  He 
graduated from Tulane 
University.  He was a 
stockbroker with the 
Fenner & Beane 
brokerage firm and 
was living in Austin at the time.  Shortly before they were married, Doug 

was transferred to Corpus 
Christi, Texas where he was 
manager of the Fenner and 
Beane office in that city.  
The couple lived in Corpus 
Christi for about a year 
before Doug was moved to 
San Antonio, Texas.  
Business operations were 
very unsettled because of the 
war, and the San Antonio 
office was closed.  Doug was 
again transferred, but this 
time to Austin, where they 
settled in with Uncle Joe 
Martin on 7th Street. 
During World War II Doug 

served in the US Navy.  Following boot camp in San Francisco, 
California, Doug was scheduled to be shipped overseas.  Mary Jo, 
thinking this would be her only opportunity to see Doug before he 
shipped out, set off on a five day train trip to San Francisco.  Most of 
Doug’s friends and fellow soldiers were shipped off immediately but 
Doug remained in San Francisco and worked in the Fleet Post Office.  
Mary Jo stayed in San Francisco, but their daughter, Josephine (born 16 
Aug 1943), had remained at home in Austin with a nurse, Mrs. Sherrill.  
The next year (1944) Mrs. Sherrill, who had a sister in California, brought 
Josephine to her parents who were living at the Pickwick Hotel in San 
Francisco where they rented a room by the month.  The family remained 

Doug and Mary Jo Cooper 

San Antonio Light 21 Jan 1937 (above) 
San Antonio Express 1 Oct 1940 (far right) 
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in San Francisco for three years until the end of World War II.  They returned to Austin, Uncle Joe, and 

the family home on 7th Street.  Doug became manager of the Fenner and Beane office, which later 
became Merrill Lynch.  
Doug and Mary Jo had three children: Josephine Butler Cooper born 16 Aug 1943, Martha Cooper 
born 20 Aug 1947 in Austin and Eileen Cooper born 13 Oct 1950 in Austin.  Following Joe Martin’s 
death, Mary Jo inherited the family home on 7th Street and it quickly became a family gathering place 

once again for a new generation of cousins riding the 
range as “Cowboys and Indians” and finding that the 
abandoned chicken coop was a perfect play house.  The 
Cooper family lived at 7th and Nueces until 1963, when 
Mary Jo sold the home and she and her daughters 
moved to 3400 River Road in West Austin. 

Mary Jo and her cousin, Flora “Sis” Robinson, engaged in dramatic recitations and would recite poems 

Joe Martin (back row) 
Martin Butler, Tom Butler, 
Doug Cooper, Bob Butler 

(middle row) 
June Butler, Mary Jo Cooper, 
Betty Butler, Bob Butler Jr. 

(front row) 
September 1943 

W. Douglas Cooper 
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such as “Casey at the Bat,” “The Shooting of Dan McGrew,” and “The Cremation of Sam McGee.”  
They started in their youth but the performances showed up again in adulthood at many a family 
Christmas party, no doubt promoted and enhanced by the eggnog.  One year, Mary Jo left Aunt 
Florence Robinson’s Christmas party early to put her children to bed, but Doug stayed on.  There was a 
call for a recitation.  So Doug invited the party to his house, awakened Mary Jo, and she answered the 
call by reciting in her pajamas.  Even in her 90s, Mary Jo could take up “Casey at the Bat” at a moments 
notice! 
Doug died at Seton Hospital on 15 Jan 1957 in Austin, Travis County, Texas following a 10 month 
battle with Hodgkins Disease.  Following a Requiem Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral celebrated by Rev. 
Francis Sullivan, he was buried in Mt. Calvary Cemetery.  His early death left Mary Jo to raise her three 
girls but she never complained, never looked back, and approached each day with enthusiasm and 
humor.  Her family and her Catholic faith sustained her.  She attended daily Mass and was surrounded 
by her loving extended family. 
Her brother, Tom, stopped by the house often to visit, bringing vegetables, milk and eggs from a small 

farm that the family 
had at the Elgin 
Butler Brick 
Company plant.  
Every Sunday her 
brother, Martin, 
would come by the 
house with his very 
young children and 
take Mary Jo and her 
children to lunch.  
This Sunday lunch 
following Mass 
became a family 
institution long after 
the children were 
raised.  Mary Jo 

regularly hosted breakfast at the 
Austin Country Club – a gathering 
of cousins and friends who shared 
her joy for life.  A regular feature of 
these breakfasts were the paper bags 
that carried silver flasks of vodka 
for the Bloody Mary’s – liquor was 
not served on Sunday before noon 
– but tomato juice and Tobasco 
Sauce were!  On Sundays when the 
Country Club was not the 
designated dining site, the cousins 
still gathered for Dutch-treat 
breakfasts at neighborhood 
restaurants such as the Holiday 
House, the Frisco and the Night 
Hawk on South Congress to catch 
up on the family news, share 

Sunday Breakfast at Austin Country Club 1986: Msgr. Ed Matocha, Al Robinson, Sis King, 
Virginia Fleming, Patrick Fleming, Billie Johnston, Bob Butler, Helen Young, Mary Jo Cooper 

(left to right) 
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memories, and enjoy each other much as the earlier generation had gathered on Ban’s front porch. 
In 1962 Mary Jo began a remarkable 37-year career at the Austin History Center.  She began working as 
a part time staff member at the Austin-Travis County Collection, as the Austin History Center was 
known in those days.  She took responsibility for the house-and building materials in the center’s 
collection, materials that document the particulars of many of Austin’s historic structures.  She was 
twice appointed to the Travis County Historical Commission (1977-1980 and 1989-1991) and in 1993 
received the Community Service Award given by the Heritage Society of Austin.  In 2000 she received 
the Katherine Drake Hart History Preservation Award given the Austin History Center Association for 
notable contributions to the preservation of Austin and Travis County history.   
In addition to her work at the History Center, Mary Jo entered into the ranching business with a niece, 
Helen Butler, in the 1970s.  When Mary Jo’s uncle, Joe Martin, died in 1947, he left her and her 
brothers a cotton farm, one mile east of Elroy, Texas.  This was one of the farms that Mary Jo had 
visited with him.  The land was unsuitable for the modern mechanized farming practices necessary for 
profitable cotton farming after World War II, so the family converted the farm into a ranch and leased 
all but fifty acres to the Schwertner Land and Cattle Company.  On the fifty remaining acres Mary Jo 

and Helen maintained a 
herd of cattle, numbering 
in the 30s at peak times.  
Driving daily to the ranch 
in Mary Jo’s pickup truck, 
in the early morning hours, 
and later in the day as 
required, Mary Jo and 
Helen fed and watered the 
herd, birthed the calves, 
and doctored the cattle as 
needed.  The two assumed 
the name “Roller 
Ranchers,” a reference to 
the hair rollers that adorned 
their coiffures as they 
worked.  After Helen’s 
marriage in the late 1980s 

the two gradually abandoned the cattle operation, but the tales of the Roller Ranchers linger on. 
Mary Jo lived in her home at 3400 River Road, Austin, Texas until her death on 9 Jul 2010.  A memorial 
Mass was celebrated at St. Mary’s Cathedral on 
15 Jul 2010 and her ashes were buried at Mt. 
Calvary Cemetery. 
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Thomas James Butler Jr. 1914-2000 

Thomas James “Tom” Butler Jr., the second child of Josephine Cecilia Robinson and Thomas James 
Butler, was born 22 Nov 1914 in Austin, Texas.209  Following the death of his mother in 1918, Tom 

was raised by his aunt and uncle, Mary Robinson Martin 
and Joe Martin.  He grew up surrounded by family and 
cousins.   

 

Thomas James Butler Jr. 

Lura Fredericks Hughes 
American Statesman 23 

Aug 1942 
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The Martin family favorite vacation spot was on the 
Texas coast at Port Aransas.  When Tom was young 
he had his own skiff.  He scooped up all the letters 
from the names of old boats that his Uncle Joe 
Martin had and mixed them together to name the 
prized boat.  Its name became YEO JARM 
JARMREO.  All of Uncle Joe’s boat had been 
named “Mary Jo” so he had a limited variety of 
letters.  It must have been a very fine boat because 
it was talked about for the next 60 years!210 
Tom graduated from Austin High School and then 
attended the University of Texas where he was a 
member of Sigma Chi fraternity.  He followed in 
the footsteps of his father and graduated from Ohio 
State University in 1938 with a degree in ceramic 
engineering.  Following his graduation, Tom joined 
the family firm, Elgin-Butler Brick Company, as the 
plant engineer.  The company was a very important 
part of his life and in 1970 he was named 
president.211  Tom was the partner who developed 
new glazes and firing techniques.  His brother, 
Martin was the brains when it came to money, and 
their cousin, Mike Butler, was the public relations 
master.212 
On 21 Aug 1942 Tom married Lura Fredericks 
"June" Hughes at the rectory of St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church in Austin, Texas.  June, born 25 Sep 1917,213 was the daughter of Arthur and Lura 
Hughes of Waco.  June had attended the University of Texas and was a member of the Austin Cotillion 
Club.  Tom was introduced to June by his cousin, Virginia “Billie” Schneider Johnston.  Tom won the 
date with June as the result of a coin toss, beating out his brother, Bob.  Tom’s father was best man and 
June’s sister, Mrs. Martin Scaief, was her attendant.214   

Tom and 
June lived on 
Harrell Lane 
at Enfield 
Road 
following 
their 
wedding.215  
Later, they 
were two of 
the early 
“pioneers” 
who settled 
in the 
Westlake 
Hills area, 
just west of 
Austin.  
Their home 
at 1005 Old June Butler, Blake Sparenberg, Martha McPherson 

Tom Butler Jr. 
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Helen Butler and Kelly Butler at Dedication of NSC Native Animal Exhibit 

Stonehedge was the site of many family gatherings where everyone sat on the terrace and watched the 
Austin skyline in the cool breeze.  Tom and June had three children:  Diana Barbara Butler born 18 
Apr 1945, Helen Butler born 6 Mar 1948, and Thomas Kelly Butler born 3 Jun 1952. 

June was a member 
of the Junior League 
of Austin and was 
one of the founding 
forces behind the 
establishment of the 
Austin Natural 
Science Center and 
the creation of the 
Native Animal 
Exhibit at the center.  
She was a loving 
mother and had a 
smile and easy 
friendliness that 
warmed even the 
shyest heart. 
Tom was a dedicated 
husband, father, and 
friend.  He loved 

hunting turkey in the Texas Hill Country and catching Kingfish off the 
Gulf Coast.  His love of fishing developed as a youth in his summers with 
Uncle Joe and Nanie Martin at Port Aransas.  Tom went fishing even 
more than the rest of the family and he always brought something back.  
Tom eventually had his own condominium at Port Aransas where he 
could fish at will and enjoy the Gulf breeze.   
June died 23 May 1967216 of a heart attack while traveling with Tom and 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny 

Tom Butler at Port Aransas, Texas 
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Wooten in Munich, Germany to investigate the feasibility of 
buying a multi-million dollar “gassifier” from the Germans.217  
Following a funeral at St. Austin’s Catholic Church, June was 
buried at Assumption Cemetery in Austin.218   
Tom raised his family, devoted his energies to Elgin Butler Brick, 
and traveled with family and friends.  Tom died 8 Oct 2000.219  
He is buried at Assumption Cemetery. 
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Robinson Paul Butler 1916-1944 

Robinson Paul Butler, the third child of 
Josephine Cecilia Robinson and Thomas 
James Butler, was born 28 Jan 1916 in 
Austin, Texas.220  He was named Paul for 
Pauline Bremond Robinson, his 
grandmother.221  He was raised by his aunt 
and uncle, Mary Robinson Martin and 
Joseph Martin, at their home, 600 West 7th 
Street.  Bob attended Pease Elementary 
School and graduated from Austin High 
School.  He attended Texas A&M and the 
University of Texas where he was a 
member of Sigma Chi fraternity and was 
on the varsity basketball team.222   
Port Aransas was the home-away-from-
home for the family and Bob spent his 
summers and vacations fishing, hunting, 
and swimming with his brothers, sister, 
cousins, and friends.   
Bob entered the Navy in 1940 and received 
his wings and commission at Pensacola, 
Florida.  He was stationed at Corpus 
Christi, Texas as an instructor for two 
years before being transferred to 
California.  
In the middle of his Naval career, he 
married Betty Ann Bloss of Beaumont, 

Martin Butler and Tom Butler (back row on the car) 
xxx,  xxx,  Bob Butler (on running board) at Port Aransas 

Robinson Paul Butler 
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Texas on 6 Sep 1941.  Betty was the daughter of Richard Ralph Bloss III and was born in 1918 in 
Dayton, Ohio.  Betty attended Ohio State University and graduated from the University of Texas with a 

degree in business in 1939.  She was a 
member of Kappa Alpha Theta sorority.  
Bob and Betty had two children:  Robinson 
Paul Butler Jr., born 6 Jan 1943 and 
Richard Martin Butler, born 27 Nov 
1944.223   
While in California, Bob received orders for 
duty in the Pacific.  Betty and Bob’s sister, 
Mary Jo, who was living in San Francisco, 
California at the time, took Bob to a receiving 
station in San Francisco.  This was the last 
time any family member saw Bob alive.  Lt. 
Butler was killed two months later on 10 May 
1944 in the Pacific while flying a Naval 
exercise over Kuala, Hawaii.224  Betty was 
carrying their second son when he died;  
Richard Butler was not born until the 
following November, six months after his 
father died.  Mary Jo wrote a poem about that 
day and it embodies all the stories ever told 
about Bob: 

Long legs, khaki clad 
 Swinging slow 
Across one shoulder 
 His ‘chute slung low 
Cap pushed back, the visor shiny black, 

Thus, we saw him go. 
 
When we reached the building, 
 We knew that we must stay. 
He went on without us 
 On that dreadful day 
Through that door, that very door 
 Into the far away. 
 
Up in heaven’s hallways, 
 There’ll we such a door 
And we will stand before it 
 As we did before 
And he’ll come out, come walking out 
 And smile at us once more.225 

Following Bob’s overseas deployment and 
after his death, Betty lived in Beaumont with 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bloss.  A friend of Betty’s introduced her to a widower, Charles 
Fletcher “Turby” Turbiville.  Charles’ wife, Lucille Piesker, had died either while giving birth or 
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shortly after giving birth to their son, Charles 
Ernest Turbiville.  Betty and Turby courted and 
later married on 27 Apr 1946.  Turby, born 27 Jul 
1914 in Round Mountain, Blanco County, Texas, 
was the son of Mattie Bridges and Charles 
Campbell Turbiville.  Shortly after Betty and 
Turby married, Turby adopted Betty’s two sons 
and Betty adopted Turby’s son.  On 13 Aug 1948 
a fourth son was born, Tom Bloss Turbiville, and 
the family of “yours, mine, and ours” was 
complete.226 

Turby began working in the automobile business in Houston in 1937 and opened his first dealership 
there in 1947.  He moved to San Antonio from Houston in 1952 and founded and was president of 

Turbiville 
Motors, in San 
Antonio.  Turby 
was very active 
in the 
community and 
in the Episcopal 
Church.  He 
served for five 
years as 
chairman of the 
finance 
committee of 
the Episcopal 
Diocese of West 
Texas and was a 
tireless 
fundraiser for 
the diocese.  He 
served on the 
board of the 
Episcopal 
Theological 
Seminary of the Dean Johnston, Mary Jo Cooper, Betty Turbiville, Virginia Johnston 

Port Arthur News 26 Apr 1946 (above) 
Austin Statesman 10 May 1944 (left) 
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Southwest in Austin, was a member of the board of the 
Texas Military Institute; director of Boysville; director of 
the Citizens National Bank in San Antonio; vice president 
of the Texas Automobile Dealers Association; and an 
officer of the National Automobile Dealers Association.  
Turby died suddenly at his home, 220 S. Gardenview, on 
25 Jan 1963 of a heart attack.  He was 48 years old.  His 
funeral was at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church where Turby 
was a member and vestryman.  Burial was in Sunset 
Memorial Park in San Antonio.227 
Betty was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother.  She was a woman of many 
talents.  She worked as a bank teller in Beaumont, 
as a secretary in Corpus Christi during World War 
II, and 
later as a 

bookkeeper at Churchill High School in San Antonio.  
She was a member of Covenant Presbyterian Church 
in San Antonio, The Junior League of San Antonio, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, the American 
Association of University Women, and the Castle 
Hills Women’s Club.  Betty moved to College Station 
in 2000 and died there at the Arbor on the Brazos 
Retirement Center on 12 Sep 2001, the day after 
9/11.  Her funeral was held in San Antonio, Texas at 
the Covenant Presbyterian Church and she was 
buried at Sunset Memorial Gardens Cemetery in San 
Antonio.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mt. Calvary Cemetery Austin, Texas 
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Martin Butler 1917-1984 

Martin Butler, the youngest child of Josephine Cecilia Robinson and Thomas James Butler, was born 
12 Dec 1917 in Austin, Texas.228  Following the death of his mother in 1918, Martin was raised by his 

grandmother, Pauline 
Bremond “Ban” 
Robinson, and his 
aunt, Catherine 
Robinson, at their 
home at 705 San 
Antonio Street in the 
Bremond Block in 
Austin, Texas.  
Martin’s older siblings 
were raised only a few 
blocks away at 600 
West 7th Street by the 
children’s aunt and 
uncle, Joe and Mary 
“Nanie” Robinson 
Martin.  His older 
cousin, Pauline 
Haldeman (later 
Peninger), who was 
also raised by Ban and 
Kate, had a small role 

in his upbringing and the two remained close throughout their lives..  It was a lively home and Martin 
was forever teasing his Aunt Kate, who delighted in the high jinks.229  To her dismay, he once tried to 
teach cuss words to her pet bird!230  Martin’s sister, Mary Jo, recalls that Martin “got in jail sometimes 
but didn’t stay long!”231 
Martin graduated from Stephen F. Austin High School in 1935.232  He and his brothers and sister spent 
summers with Nanie and Uncle Joe at Port Aransas.  Martin loved fishing, hunting, and basic boy stuff.  
He worked as a gas field superintendent in Sayre, Oklahoma from 1935-1938.  He attended the 
University of Texas and was a member of Sigma Chi fraternity.  College was interrupted by World War 
II and Martin served as a general superintendent of steel construction for Liberty Ships from 1941-
1945.233  In 1945 he joined the Navy as a specialist first class and was training in San Diego at the time 
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of his marriage.  
Following the end of 
World War II, Martin 
returned to school and 
graduated from Texas 
A&M University with a 
major in petroleum 
engineering. 
He married Marguerite 
Steele Walling of 
Childress, Texas on 2 
Aug 1945 at St. Mary’s 
Church in Austin, 
Texas.  Marguerite was 
the daughter of Travis 
and Cecilia Walling234 
and attended Texas 
State College for 
Women and the 
University of Texas 
where she was a 

member of Kappa Alpha Theta sorority.  Marguerite, 
a beautiful woman, was crowned queen of West 
Texas at the 1936 West Texas Cavalcade pageant 
sponsored by the West Texas Chamber of 
Commerce.235  In 1939 she was selected as a beauty 

queen in the Vanity Fair section of the Texas A&M 
yearbook.236  Marguerite was introduced to Martin by 
June Hughes who was dating Martin’s brother, Tom.  
After their marriage Martin returned to active military 
service and Marguerite lived with Martin’s aunt at the 
family home where Martin was raised.  Marguerite 
recalls the days after Martin left and she was living in the Bremond Block surrounded by Martin’s 

Martin Butler, fish, Bob Butler, xxx 
Xxx, Tom Butler at Port Aransas  (above) 

Martin and Marguerite Walling Butler  (left) 

Martin, Mary Jo, Tom and Bob Butler 

M
ar

y 
Jo

 C
op

p
er

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

 
M

ar
y 

Jo
 C

op
p

er
 C

ol
le

ct
io

n
 

V
 J

oh
n

st
on

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

 



Fourth Generation 

 193

relatives: “Everyone had a nickname, Mayne, Nanie, May so I just called everyone “Mayne” and it 
seemed to work.”237 

Martin was briefly stationed at the Great Lakes Naval Station in Chicago and Marguerite joined him 
there.  Martin’s cousin, Pauline Haldeman Peninger, and her family were also living in Chicago at that 
time.  Beth Peninger Beran Duke recalls the reunion: 

“When he came to our place and saw Mama, he threw the sailor hat he was holding into the air to 
free himself for a giant bear hug for “Pina”!  Never in my life have I seen two people happier to see 
each other than these two motherless cousins so far away from home and extended family (and in 
Martin’s case a new bride!)  Marguerite later came for a visit and I was delighted to give my room up 
to the Newlyweds!”. 

 
Following the war, Marguerite and Martin moved to Perry Lane in Highland Park area of Austin and 
had three children: Robert Martin Butler, born 24 Dec 1951, Elizabeth Ann “Becky” Butler born 4 
Jul 1953, and Catherine Cecelia “Kay” Butler born 3 Jun 1956.238  After Kay’s birth the family moved 
to Tanglewood Trail, at the intersection of Tanglewood Trail and Pecos.  In those days Pecos was a 
dead end street at their driveway and the surrounding area was a wooded wonderland for great 
adventures and exploration.239 
From 1946 until his death, Martin helped run the family business, Elgin Butler Brick Company, as 
secretary, vice president and executive vice president.  He served as president of Teci Production 
Company (oil and gas) in Oklahoma until the sale of the company in 1974.  Martin served on the Board 
of Directors of Texas Commerce Bank-Austin from September 1970 until his death in 1984. 
Martin was very involved in the Austin community and gave his volunteer time to the Settlement Club, 
the Helping Hand Home, the United Way Fund, Boy Scouts of America, the Admirals Club, the Austin 
Rotary Club, the Austin Chamber of Commerce, and the Republican Party of Texas. He and Marguerite 
were members of St. Austin’s Catholic Church, Austin Country Club, Westwood Country Club, the 

Martin Butler  (above) 
Marguerite Walling Butler (right) 
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Martin Butler, Becky Butler, Kay Butler 
Austin Aqua Festival 

Headliner’s Club, Tarry House, the Admirals Club 
and the Forty Acres Club.  Marguerite was a 
member of the Settlement Club, the Junior League 
of Austin, Daughters of the Republic of Texas, 
Daughters of the American Revolutions, Colonial 
Dames of America, Coronet Club, St. Austin’ 
Parish, and the Alpha Theta Alumnae of Kappa 
Alpha Theta.  She was a stalwart community 
volunteer. 
Martin was a loving father and had a very kind 
heart and his frequent visits to his widowed sister 
and his many letters to his widowed sister-in-law 
attest to this.  Martha Cooper Golden, a niece, 
recalls the excitement over the birth of Marin and 
Marguerite’s first child. 
 One of my fondest memories of Martin is when he came to 
the Christmas party at our house to announce the birth of 
his first born, his son, Bob.  I think that Martin and 
Marguerite had waited longer than they had wanted to have 
a child which made this first child even more special. Bob 
was born on Christmas Eve, so the Christmas party was 
the first time the family had seen Martin and a cheer rose up  
from the crowd” when he came in.  He told fantastic stories 
about getting to the hospital and how he might have 
delivered the child himself.  I don’t remember many details; I 

just remember the crowd’s happy reaction.240 
Martin died 27 May 
1984241 in Austin, 
Travis County, 
Texas.242  He is 
buried at 
Assumption 
Cemetery in Austin, 
Texas. 
Marguerite, a most 
gracious woman, 
lived at home at 2519 
Tanglewwod Trail in 
Austin and was 
involved in 
community and 
family activities until 
her death on 24 Aug 
2009.  Following a 
Mass of Christian 
Burial at St. Mary’s 

Cathedral, she was buried at Assumption 
Cemetery.   

 

Marguerite Butler 
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Austin American Statesman 29 May 1984 (top left) 
Austin American Statesman 27 Aug 2009 (right) 
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Elizabeth Robinson Swancoat /  Paul E. Swancoat Descendants 

Paul Emir Swancoat II  1914-1962 

Paul Emir Swancoat II, the son of Paul Emir Swancoat and Hettie Smith, was born on 19 Sep 1914 
in Texas,243 most likely in Bryan.  By 1930 the family 
had moved to Laredo, Texas where his father was a 
rancher.  In Oct 1943, when his father died, Paul was 
living in Detroit, Michigan.244 

Paul married Mary A. Hales and they had two children:  Mary Paula Swancoat  born 27 Nov 1945 in 
Bexar County, Texas; and Dennis Drew Swancoat born 3 Apr 1951 in Bexar County, Texas.245  Paul 
and Mary divorced sometime between 1951 and 1962.246   
At the time of his death in 1962 Paul lived at 4216 Avondale in Dallas.  He was working for the Jackson 
Employment office doing general office work.  Paul died of a heart attack at age 48 on 18 Feb 1962 at 
Parkland Hospital in Dallas, Texas.247  His funeral was held at Holy Trinity Catholic Church and burial 
was at Calvary Hill Catholic Cemetery located at 3235 Lombardy Lane in Dallas.248   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Robinson Swancoat /  Nettie Swancoat Young Descendants 

Lloyd Coleman Young Jr. 1903-1987 

Lloyd Coleman Young Jr., the son of 
Nettie Swancoat and Lloyd Coleman 
Young, was born 23 Aug 1903 in San 
Marcos,Texas.249  A few years later the 
family moved to Los Angeles, 
California where Lloyd went to Los 
Angeles High.  He attended Stanford 
University, class of 1926 and joined 
Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity.250  He 
was a stockbroker in Los Angeles, 
California and began work for the 
brokerage firm of E.F. Hutton, then 
later worked for Kerr and Bell.  He 
became a governor of the Pacific Stock 
Exchange and then of the New York 
Stock Exchange.251   

Dallas Morning News 21 Feb 1962 (above left) 
Calvary Hill Cemetery  (above right) 

Lloyd Coleman Young, Jr. DKE 1924 1st row fourth from right 
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Lloyd met Pearl Frances “Frances” Hockmeyer in 
1932 and the couple married in Los Angeles on 16 Jun 
1934.  Frances was from El Paso, Texas and was born 
on 1 April 1906.  She was the daughter of Pearl Rothgeb 
and Christian Theodore “Ted” Hockmeyer,252 and 
attended UCLA where she was a member of Kappa 
Kappa Gamma.  The couple built a home in 
Brentwood, California at 360 South Carmelina253 and 
had a daughter, Ann Christian Young, who was born 
on 13 Jul 1937 in Los Angeles.254  Lloyd was known as 
“Honey” and Frances was “Fanny.”255 
Much like his father, Lloyd Jr. enjoyed cars and after 
World War II when cars were hard to come by, he 
drove Studebakers and Cadillacs, then in the 1950 
moved up to an Austin Healy, and finally he drove 
Porsches to work.  He and Frances bought a beach 
house at Malibu and divided their time between the 
beach house and Brentwood.  The couple lived in 
Rancho Santa Fe, San Diego, California when Frances 
died 1 Nov 1983.256  Lloyd died 16 Jun 1987257 in 
Rancho Mirage, California at the Eisenhower 
Hospital.258 

 

Elizabeth Warfield Young  1911 - 2009 

Elizabeth Warfield “Betty” Young, the 
daughter of Nettie Swancoat and Lloyd Coleman 
Young, was born 12 Apr 1911 in Los Angeles, 
California at the Pacific Hospital.259  She was 
named Elizabeth for her maternal grandmother, 
Elizabeth Robinson Swancoat, and Warfield for 
her great-aunt, Bettie Warfield Coleman of New 
Orleans.  Elizabeth Warfield was also the name 
of her great-great grandmother on the paternal 
side.  Her parents and brother, Lloyd, moved to 
Los Angeles in 1908.  They first lived in an 
apartment on West Adams Street, and then the 
family moved to 140 South Wilton Place where 
they were living when Betty was born.  In 1923 
the Youngs built a Colonial style home at 92 
Freemont Place in Los Angeles.  This was the 
house that Betty considered home.260  
She attended Cahuenga Grammar School, spent 
two years at Virgil Junior High, and then 
graduated from Marlborough where she was an 
editor for the school paper.  She attended 
University of Oregon for two years. 
On a November day in 1933 at a Stanford-USC 
football game a friend asked Betty to go out with 
another friend from San Francisco.  The friend Elizabeth Warfield Young and Patricia Coleman Scott Sibley 

Sc
ot

t-
Y

ou
n

g 
F

am
ily

 o
f 

C
al

if
or

n
ia

 

Lloyd and Frances Young at the Grand Canyon 

Ja
n

n
e 

B
u

rg
io

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

 



Fourth Generation 

 198 

was Bill Scott.  Betty married William P. Scott Jr. on 17 Jun 1935 in Los Angeles, California in the sun 
room of Betty’s parents’ home at 92 Fremont Place.  The ceremony was conducted by Rev. Edward J. 

Whelan S.J. who had been Bill Scott’s high school 
principal.261   
Bill was born on 26 Apr 1910 in San Francisco, 
California and was the son of William Patrick Scott 
and Madeline McKenna.  He attended St. Agnes 
Parochial School, St. Ignatius High School and 
graduated from Stanford University where he was a 
member of Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity.  He 
received his degree in 1931262 in mechanical 
engineering and went to work in his father’s 
construction business, Scott Company Mechanical 
Contractors. 
Following their wedding Bill and Betty went on a 
honeymoon to Victoria, Banff, and Lake Louise and 
then settled into married life at 2990 Jackson Street 
in a four room apartment.  Following the birth of 
their first child, the couple built a colonial style 
home designed by architect John Brammer at 255 
Santa Paula in San Francisco.   
Bill became head of Scott Company and began a 
long career of building the company.  World War II 
had a major impact on the construction business.  

William Patrick Scott Jr. 

Standing: Gregory Thomas, Scott Sibley, William Scott Jr. 
Sitting: Mary Joy Thomas, with Elizabeth Thomas, Betty Scott, Patricia Sibley, Bill Scott, Mary Carroll Scott 

On floor:  Gregory Thomas Jr. Greg Sibley 
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Following the attack at Pearl Harbor by the Japanese no personnel in construction were allowed to 
enter the military because the requirements for construction in the country were enormous.  It was 
almost impossible to hire employees so Bill worked 60 hour weeks as construction volume increased 10 
fold.  Much of the work was in Utah so he traveled a great deal.  Eventually the family moved to Utah 
and lived in the Ambassador Hotel for the duration of the war years.  At the end of World War II they 
returned to San Francisco.   
They had three children:  Patricia Coleman Scott who was born 31 Mar 1936, Mary Joy Scott born 4 
Oct 1939, and William Patrick Scott III born 30 Jan 1944.  In the fall of 1943, pregnant with her third 
child, Betty woke up one morning paralyzed.  She was diagnosed with Guillane-Barre, a rare form of 
paralysis that attacks nerve sheaths.  Betty began a year-long recovery process.  During the 10 months 
that she was paralyzed, Bill’s sister, Virginia Scott, took over the usually household duties and helped to 
make the recuperation period much easier.   
In 1950 the family moved to 2700 Broadway in the Pacific Heights area of San Francisco to be closer to 
the girls’ school, Convent of the Sacred Heart.  The house was spectacular and had a panoramic view 
from the Golden Gate Bridge around the bay to San Jose. 
Bill was involved in the United Community Fund, the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce (director 
in each), Catholic Youth Organization, Visiting Nurses Associate and the Catholic Services Board.  He 
was appointed to the San Francisco Public Welfare Commission and elected to the board of Mechanical 
Contractors Association of America and served as president of that association.  Bill served as chairman 
of the National Joint Board for Settlement of Jurisdictional 
disputes and, under George Schultz, served on the Construction 
Industry Joint Conference. 
In 1960 when the Missile and Space program was initiated, Scott 
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Co. became involved in the thick of the action, first building Atlas and Titan Missile launch silos and 
then the installation of space facilities and launch pad equipment.  Scott Co. also managed the 
installation of the US Atomic Submarine Base at Rota, Spain.   
Bill retired from business in 1971.  He and Elizabeth traveled extensively in Europe, sold their large 
home, and purchased a condominium at 1170 Sacramento Street #15A.263  In 1989 Bill moved to the 
Casa Dorinda retirement community in Montecito where he died on 17 Jan 1990.  Following a funeral 
Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church he was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in San Francisco.   
Betty was an art and antiques collector, an avid reader and bridge player, and a gracious hostess.  She 
and Bill traveled the world and she spent much of her travel time browsing antique shops.  She was a 
former member of the Town and Country Club and the Francesca Club of San Francisco; the Birnam 
Wood Golf Club and the Valley Club of Montecito.  Betty passed away on 3 Nov 2009 in Santa 
Barbara, California at age 98.  Her obituary reads: 

Elizabeth Y. Scott Elizabeth Young Scott passed away on November 3, 2009 in Santa Barbara at age 98. 
Known as Betty, she was born in Los Angeles on April 12, 1911 to Nettie Bissell Swancoat and Lloyd 
Coleman Young. She was a graduate of Marlborough School and attended the University of Oregon. Betty was 
the loving wife of William Patrick Scott Jr. (1910-1990 ) of San Francisco. She was an art and antiques 
collector, an avid reader and bridge player, world traveler and gracious hostess. Betty and her husband, Bill 
traveled to all but a few countries throughout the world. Often while on their travels, when he was on the golf 
course, she was browsing through the nearby antique shops. At home in San Francisco she took pride in 
entertaining family and their many friends. She was a former member of the Town and Country Club and 
Francesca Club of San Francisco and the Birnam Wood Golf Club and The Valley Club of Montecito. 
Besides her husband, Betty was predeceased by her daughter Patricia Scott Sibley. She is survived by her 
daughter Mary Joy ( M.J. ) Scott Thomas of San Francisco and her son William Patrick Scott III of Palm 
Springs. She will be missed by her grandchildren Scott Sibley, Gregory Sibley, Gregory Thomas Jr, Elizabeth 
Thomas Mantia, Caroline Thomas, Patrick Scott and Elizabeth.264 

 

Elizabeth Robinson Swancoat /  Austin R. Swancoat Descendants 

Anna Beth Swancoat 1908-1968 

Anna Beth Swancoat, the daughter of Austin R. Swancoat 
and Maddie Kyle, was born 28 Aug 1908 in Crockett, 
Texas.265 266  In 1920 she lived in San Marcos, Hays County, 
Texas.  On 26 Nov 1931 in San Marcos, Texas she married 
Henry Edward Barber who was born in San Marcos on 20 
Dec 1906.  Anna Beth and Henry had two children: Henry 
Edward Barber Jr., born 12 Jun 1934, and Austin Swancoat 
Barber, born 18 Feb 1940.  The couple divorced; Anna Beth 
and the children continued to live in San Marcos where Anna 
worked as a secretary for the Texas-New Mexico Pipeline 
Company.   
Anna Beth died 10 Jun 1968 in Hays Memorial Hospital at 
age 59 of pneumonia resulting from lung cancer and is buried 
in Kyle City Cemetery.267   At the time of her death she lived 
at 1009 W. San Antonio St. in San Marcos, Texas. 
Her obituary reads: 

Funeral services for Mrs. Anna Beth Barber, 59, will be held at 
11am June 13 (today) at the Weatherford Chapel with the Rev. 
Eugene Jennings officiating and internment will follow in the Kyle 
Cemetery. 
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Mrs. Barber died at the Hays Memorial 
Hospital on June 10 after an extended illness. 
She was born in Crockett to Austin Swamcoat 
and Mattie Kyle Swancoat on August 28, 
1908.  She was a retired secretary from the 
Texas-New Mexico Pipeline Company and was 
a member of St. Mark's Episcopal Church.  She 
had lived in Hays County most of her life, and 
was a member of Boy's Town, Inc. 
She is survived by two sons, Sergeant Henry 
Edward Barber Jr. of Lafayette, Indiana, who is 
serving in the U.S. Marine Corps and Austin 
S. Barber of North Hollywood, California. 

Pallbearers 
will be 
Wallace T. 
Barber, James 
Andrews, 
Houston 
Marney 
(Matney), 
Wilburn 
Ragsdale, 
Oscar Smith and Ross Arnold. 
Honorary pallbearers will be J.H. Anderson, Max Smith, Kenneth 
Weatherford, Fuller Lyons, Roy Caswell, Tom Oliver, Fred Heard Jr., 
and Everett Cherry.268 
Henry, a roustabout in the oil industry, died from cirrhosis of the 
liver on 26 Apr 1973 at the Crane Memorial Hospital in Crane, Crane 
County, Texas following a two week stay. He was buried in west 
Texas in the town of McCamey in Upton County, at Resthaven 
Cemetery.269  Barber had remarried on 27 Nov 1957270 and his 
remains rest alongside his second wife, Bess Moore Barber (1920-
1982).271   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resthaven Cemetery in McCamey, Texas 

Kyle City Cemetery 

H. E. Barber, Anna Beth Barber, Helen Bright  and Oscar 
Smith in  San Marcos, Texas 1925 

Odessa American 27 Apr 1973 
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Elizabeth Robinson Swancoat /  Zella Swancoat Buell Descendants 

Joseph Lawrence Buell Jr. 1906-1981 

Joseph Lawrence Buell Jr was the son of Zella Gillean Swancoat 
and Joseph Lawrence Buell.  He was born on 11 Mar 1906 in 
Springfield, Massachusetts.272  As a child, he moved with his family to 
Detroit, Michigan.  He graduated from the University of Michigan in 
1927273 and following his graduation on 27 Jun 1927 in Detroit he 
married Catherine Elizabeth Wells.274   
Catherine was born 8 May 1907 in Ironwood, Michigan, the daughter 
of Helen Cutter Pillsbury and Pearson Wells.275  Catherine’s father 
was a mining engineer with a United States Steel Corporation 
subsidiary.  She graduated from Liggit School in Detroit and 
graduated from Pine Manor Junior College in Wellesley, 
Massachusetts.  She was a member of the Junior League of Detroit, 
The Tau Beta Association, the Grosse Pointe Garden Club and the 
District Nursing Society. 276  Catherine and Lawrence had three 
children: Eleanor Pillsbury “Ellie” Buell who was born 8 Jan 1928, 

Joseph Laurence 
Buell III, born 19 
Nov 1934, and 
Elizabeth Swancoat 
“Bizzi” Buell, born 
25 Aug 1936. 
Lawrence was 
chairman of the 
board of trustees of 
the Detroit-Macomb 
Hospitals Association 
and former chairman 
of the Warren based 
Formsprang Co., a 
division of Dana 
Corporation.   
Buell was past 
chairman of the 
board of the Greater 
Detroit Hospital 
Council and the 
Greater Detroit 
Chamber of 
Commerce; past 
director of City 
National Bank of 
Detroit; Detroit 
Renaissance and the 
Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra, and past 
president of the 
Employers 
Association of 

Lawrence Buell Jr. 1927 
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Detroit, the Detroit Club and the 
Country Club of Detroit.  He was also a 
member of Tau Beta Pi fraternity, 
Theta Delta Chi, Engineering Society of 
Detroit, Economic Club of Detroit, 
Michigan State Chamber of Commerce, 
Association of Iron and Steel 
Engineers, Grosse Pointe Club, 
Circumnavigators Club, and the 
English Speaking Union. 
Catherine died 10 Mar 1963 in Detroit, 
Michigan following a trip to Mexico 
with her husband.  Funeral services 
were held at Christ Church in Grosse 
Pointe. 
On 28 Dec 1969 at Christ Church in 
Grosse Pointe, Lawrence married 
Florence Walker (Mrs. Hale Sattley)277 
who was born 15 Mar 1908 in 
Walkerville, Ontario, Canada.  She was 
the granddaughter of Hiram Walker, 
founder of Hiram Walker Distilleries in 
Walkerville, and the daughter of 
Harrington E. Walker, president of 
Hiram Walker. She graduated from the 
Master’s School in Dobbs Ferry, New 
York and studied in Florence Italy.  
Florence and Lawrence had a major 
interest in art and sponsored an Italian 
gallery at the Detroit Institute of Arts.   

Lawrence died at his home on 7 Oct 
1981 in Grosse Pointe Farms, Wayne 
County, Michigan and funeral services were held at Christ 
Church.  Florence died 8 Jan 2002.  A memorial service was held 
for her at Christ Episcopal Church in Grosse Pointe Farms.  Her ashes are interred at the Christ 
Church Columbarium.278 
 

Daniel Hand Buell  1909-1985 

Daniel Hand Buell, the son of Zella Gillean Swancoat and Joseph 
Lawrence Buell, was born 20 Jun 1909 in Springfield, Massachusetts.279  
He graduated from the University of Michigan where he was a member 
of Theta Delta Phi.  During World War II he served in the US Navy.  He 
married Elizabeth 
Spaulding Sterling, 
daughter of Emma 
Lewis Spalding and 
William Cadwell 
Sterling of Monroe, Michigan.280 281 

Daniel H. Buell 1930 

Grosse Pointe News 15 Oct 1981  
(above) 

Grosse Pointe News 14 Mar 1963 
(above left) 
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He was vice president of Beauty Counselors and was president of The Players.  He was a founding 
member of the Grosse Pointe Theater.282 
Elizabeth was a graduate of Sarah Lawrence College and was staff 
assistant for the American Red Cross during World War II.  She 
served as vice-president of the Junior League of Detroit and was 
very active in the Training College for Blind Children and the 
Junior League Gardeners.  She was 
a member of the Country Club of 
Detroit.283 
Elizabeth and Daniel lived at 130 
Meadow Lane in Grosse Pointe, 
Michigan in 1966.  Elizabeth died 
suddenly in Cottage Hospital on 28 
Jun 1966.  Funeral services where 
held at Christ Episcopal Church in 
Grosse Pointe and burial was at 
Evergreen Cemetery.  In 1967 her 
family donated contemporary 
stained glass windows along the 
staircase to the bell tower in Christ 
Church in her memory.284 
Daniel died 7 Jan 1985 in Winter 
Park, Orange County, Florida.  His 
funeral was held at Christ Episcopal 
Church in Grosse Point, 
Michigan.285 
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Alonzo Robinson / Oscar A. Robinson Descendants 

Louis Carr Robinson  1909 - 1990 

Louis Carr “Carr” Robinson, the son of Oscar A. Robinson and Floy Beckham, was born 22 Sep 
1909 in Austin, Texas.  He graduated from Stephen F. Austin High School and was an excellent tennis 

player and competed at the state 
level in high school.  In 1927 he and 
Earle Taylor won the Southwest 
Texas junior doubles tennis 
championship.286  He graduated 
from the University of Texas where 
he was a member of Kappa Sigma 
fraternity.287   
He married Annie Beth Towles.  
Annie Beth was born in Houston, 
Texas in about 1914 to AnnieBeth 
Chew and John Towles.288  She 
graduated, first in her class, from 
San Jacinto High School in 
Houston.  She wanted to follow her 
sister, MamieNelle, to Rice 
University, but the economics of the 
depression cancelled Annie Beth’s 
plans and forced MamieNelle to 
withdraw from school.  After 
graduation from San Jacinto, Annie 
Beth worked for the high school 

until she married Carr.289   
The Carr Robinson family moved from Houston to 
Dallas in 1942 where they lived at 4651 Edmondson in 
1951.290  The couple had three children: Annie 
Elizabeth Robinson born 20 Apr 1938, Oscar 
Alonzo Robinson born 1 Jun 1940, and Carrla Ross 
Robinson born 30 Jun 1944.  All three children were 
born in Houston, Texas.   
Carr died on 13 Apr 1990 in Burnet, Texas.291 

Dallas Morning News 30 Dec 1958 

Annie Beth Towles Robinson 
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Floy Ross Robinson  1913-1993 

Floy Ross Robinson, the daughter of Oscar A. Robinson and Floy Beckham, was born 26 Feb 1913 in 
Austin, Texas.  She attended Monticello College at Godfrey, Illinois and graduated from the University 
of Texas where she was a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority.  Following graduation she 
worked as a staff reporter at the Austin Statesman and co-wrote “Through the Looking Glass,” a 
society column for the paper.292   
On 9 Aug 1941 she married Charles Edward “Charlie” Green at the home of her parents in Austin.  
Charlie was born July 22 1901 and grew up in Minerals Wells, 
Texas.  He was the son of Thomas Joseph Green and 
Parmella Drum.  He attended the University of Oklahoma at 

Norman from 1921 to 1926.  His 
first newspaper job was that of a 
reporter for the Fort Worth Press in 
1926 and then as a reporter for the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram from 
1926 to 1927.  In 1928 he became 
editor of Odessa News-Times and 
the Laredo Times.  In 1929 at age 
27 Charlie came to Austin as 
managing editor of the Austin 
Statesman.  Austin became his 
home and he was executive editor 
of The Austin American, The 
Austin Statesman and The Austin 
American-Statesman from 1936 
until his death.293   

During World War II he joined the US Navy and was a 
lieutenant commander serving first as an administrative officer in a Naval Air Transport Service 

Charles E. Green 1926 (left) 
Floy Robinson (above) 

Annie Beth Towles 
Robinson and Carr 
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headquarters squadron on 
the West Coast and then in 
the Pacific.  Charlie had 
learned to fly shortly after 
coming to Austin and held a 
private pilot’s license.  He 
was not pleased that the 
Navy refused to use him as a 
pilot but managed to catch 
as many air missions as 
possible and eventually 
made it to Okinawa.294 
Green was a leader in the 
community.  “He was a man 
of great compassion and 
understanding.  He 
possessed a unique talent for 
listening to all sides and his 
capacity for sympathy 
endeared him to people of 
all walks of life who sought 

Floy Ross Robinson Green (above) 
Charles Green at his desk  (below) 
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his counsel and friendship.”295  He was a member of the Aviation Advance Commission of the City of 
Austin, the Civil Service Commission, the Town and Gown Club, and was a director of the Austin 
Chamber of Commerce.296 
The Headliners Club of Austin was conceived and founded in 1954 by Green.  He was the club’s first 
president, a life member and chairman of the board of trustees, and the driving force behind virtually 
every club project.  The resolution cited Green for having “displayed the attitudes of a great editor both 
with his personal and professional integrity and through his determination to foster professional 
excellence by the establishment of the Headliners Club Journalism Awards.”  Until his death, Green 
worked with leading editors and publishers across the nation to make the Headliners awards among the 
most coveted honors in journalism.   
In Feb 1968 the Headliners Club proclaimed him as the “All-Time Headliner” and gave his name to the 
nationally respected journalism competition he created.  He summarized his philosophy of a 
newspaper’s responsibility and function shortly before his death: 

A good newspaper must influence public opinion and must not dictate it, and the best newspapers also must be 
influenced by citizens but not dictated to by an individual or a specific group which seeks solely to strengthen its 
own alms at an unfair expense to others. 
The public and the paper are inseparable, each 
depending on the other for news and new ideas.  
That news should not be distorted by either 
prejudice or power.  Neither should it be withheld 
– if it is news – because of prejudice on the part of 
either the people or the paper. 
The activities of both majorities and minorities 
must be reported in a democratic society as those 
happenings occurred or as they are expected to 
occur. 
There are times when minorities expect too much 

from the majority, just as there are occasions when the 
majority gives too little to the few.  It is these times when 
a newspaper must give everything to both the many and 

the few in an attempt to bridge the gap with its editorial 
influence. 

This does not mean a newspaper must print everything.   
Some groups want the whole paper for an insignificant event, but an editor must weigh seemingly unimportant 
items because they often are the forerunners of disasters and blessings which could have been prevented or helped if 
the public had known the truth. 

Floy R. Green at Headliners Club 

Charles E. Green 
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Floy was “the quintessential 
Austin lady.  She was very soft-
spoken, but a very firm lady in 
what she believed in.  She was a 
lovely hostess.  She was the 
typical, typical southern 
gentlewoman.”297  Floy was a 
longtime member of the Altar 
Society at the Church of the 
Good 
Shepherd 
Episcopal 
Church, a 
member 
of the 
Junior 
League of 
Austin, 
the 
Cotillion 
Club and 
a Friend 
of the 
Austin 
History 
Center.  
She was a 
member 
of Theta 
Sigma Phi 
journalism 
fraternity and was active for many 
years in its annual event honoring 
Texas writers.298.  Floy and Charlie 
had two children: Priscilla Green, 
born 19 Jan 1945 and died 19 Jan 
1945 and Beverly Robinson 
Green, born 29 Feb 1948.   

Tragically, Beverly was killed in a 
car accident when she was a young 
woman.  Charlie died at the age of 
66 on Christmas Day 1967 
following a 6 month battle with 
pancreatic cancer.299  He was buried 
at Oakwood Cemetery.  Floy died at 
age 80 on 3 Oct 1993 of an 
apparent heart attack at her home in 
Austin.300  Following a graveside service, Floy was buried at Oakwood Cemetery in Austin next to her 
husband.  
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Alonzo Robinson / Ethel Robinson Brown Descendants 

Clinton Giddings Brown Jr.  (1909-1991) 

Clinton Giddings “Clint” Brown Jr., a twin and the son of Ethel Robinson and Clinton Giddings 
Brown, was born 30 Sep 1909 in San Antonio, 
Texas.301  He graduated from Alamo Heights 
High School302 and the University of the South at 
Sewanee, Tennessee where he was a member of 
Delta Tau Delta 
fraternity.  He spent 
one year at the 
University of Texas 
studying in the 
School of Business 
Administration303 
and then proceeded 
to enter law school.  
He received his law 
degree from the 
University of Texas 
and was a member 
of the Texas Law 
Review.304  After 
graduation he 
practiced law with 
his father’s law 
firm, known then as 
Matthews & 
Branscombe, in San 
Antonio.  During 

World War II Brown served as a captain 
in the Air Corps Intelligence.305 
He married Doris Earle Dunbar on 25 
Feb 1932 at the Trinity Methodist 
Church in San Angelo, Texas.  Doris, 
born 10 Apr 1909 in Glasscock County, 
Texas, was the daughter of Emma M. 
Jeffress and Russell S. Dunbar.306  She 
attended Southern Methodist University 
and graduated from the University of 
Texas where she was a member of Pi 
Beta Phi sorority and Theta Sigma Phi, 
national honorary journalistic sorority.  
Doris was a Duchess of San Angelo at 
the Court of Seville in the 1930 Fiesta 
celebration in San Antonio.   
Following the wedding, the couple 
settled in their home at 3310 Broadway in 
San Antonio, Texas.307  The couple had a 
son, Russell Dunbar Brown, who was 
born on 23 Jan 1941308 and the family 

Doris Dunbar 
San Antonio Express 26 Feb 1932 

(right) 

Clinton G. Brown Jr. 
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Uvalde Leader News 19 Dec 1991 (above left) 
Uvalde Cemetery (below left) 

spent time at their cattle ranch in 
Mississippi.309  
Following Clint’s 
retirement in 
1970, he and his 
wife moved to 
Uvalde, Texas 
and built a home 
on Dunbar Lane.  
Clint farmed and 
ranched in 
Uvalde, Kinney, 
and Maverick 
counties.  He 
died on 16 Dec 
1991 in St. Luke’s 
Hospital in San 
Antonio and 
services were 
held at St. 
Philip’s Episcopal 
Church in 
Uvalde.  He was 
buried in Uvalde 
Cemetery.310  
Doris died 10 Mar 1994311 and is also buried in Uvalde Cemetery.312   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Robinson Watson Brown  1909-1971 

Robinson Watson “Bob” Brown, a twin and the 
son of Ethel Robinson and Clinton G. Brown, was 
born 30 Sep 1909.  He attended the University of 
Texas and was a member of Delta Tau Delta 
fraternity.313  Bob served in World War II as a 
Lieutenant in the US Navy where he was a 
commanding officer in charge of experimental work 
having to do with projectiles.314  He married Ruth 
Dix on 29 Feb 1934 in San Antonio, Texas.  Ruth 
always thought she was born on 31 Jul 1914, but 
when she applied for a passport, the date noted on 
her birth certificate was 1 Aug 1914.  Thereafter she 
celebrated two birthdays each year.315  She grew up in Robinson Watson Brown 

Clint and Doris Brown 
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San Antonio Express 11 Apr 1948   (top left) 
San Antonio Express 12 Mar 1971  (above) 

Ft. Sam Houston  (bottom right) 

San Antonio and attended Brackenridge High School.  Ruth and Bob had two sons, John Keith Brown 
born 4 May 1938 and Michael Reed Brown born 9 Oct 1941, and a daughter Ruth McKay Brown 

born 25 Nov 1943.316   
Bob joined the staff of the Southwest 
Research Institute as a founding member in 
1947, directly from the US Navy.317  The 
Institute was a non-profit scientific 
organization that served industry in the 
Southwest by tackling technological 
problems.318  He was described as a 
“graduate mechanical engineer and authority 
on oil well drilling equipment.”319  He 
headed the first project of the Institute 
which was the study of a pilot plant 
operation for an industrial process.  He 
helped in the development of the Youtz-Sick 
method of lift-slab construction and was 
project manager 
of the window 
washing device 
for use on the 
Tower of the 
Americas.  At the 
time of his death, 
Bob was staff 
engineer in the 
Department of 
Automotive 
Research at 
Southwest 
Research 
Institute.320 
In 1951 Ruth 

and Bob lived at 515 Kampman Blvd, in San Antonio and they still lived 
there when Bob died on 10 Mar 1971 in San Antonio, Texas and was buried 
at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery Plot Z, 0, 1636 

Ruth was an avid reader and crossword 
puzzle solver.  She loved gardening, card 
games, and socializing with her many 
friends.  She was known for her sense of 
humor and quick wit.  Ruth died 22 Feb 
1996 in Bexar County and is also buried 
at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery.321 
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Alonzo Robinson / Ralph Watson Robinson Descendants 

Pauline Battle Robinson 1922 - 

Pauline Battle "Polly" Robinson, the daughter of Ralph Watson Robinson and Laura Watson, was 
born in Austin, Texas on 18 Sep 1921.  She graduated from Austin High School in 1938 where she was 
a member of the Literary Society, the Red Jackets, an 
editor on the school newspaper and a member of the 
National Honor Society.  She attended the University 
of Texas where she was a member of Zeta Tau Alpha 
sorority and then transferred to Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Illinois.  Polly graduated from 
Northwestern with a degree in education.   
On 2 Jan 1943 in Austin, Polly 
married James H. Miller.  James 
was born 18 Aug 1917 in South 
Bend, Indiana.  He graduated from 
St. Edward’s University in Austin, 
Texas in 1939 with a degree in 
communications.  He was a Lt. j.g. 
in the US Navy during World War 
II and served with the Amphibious 
Forces in the South Pacific.   
Following their wedding, the 
couple moved to San Diego, 
California where James was 
stationed and there Polly gave 
birth to twins: James Michael 
“Mike” Miller and Polly Ann 
"Missy" Miller born 17 Feb 1944 
in San Diego, California.  Polly and 
the children returned to Austin a 

month later as Lt. Miller began 
preparations for his deployment to the 
Pacific.  Following World War II, the 
family remained in Austin. 
Polly was an active member of the Junior 
League of Austin, the Helping Hand 
Society, Zeta Talu Alpha Alumnae, and 
the Colonial Dames.   
James died 2 Nov 1984 following a 
lengthy illness.  He was buried at Austin 
Memorial Park with Rev. Richard 
McCabe of St. Theresa’s Catholic 
Church officiating. 
 

James Miller and Ralph Robinson

Polly Robinson Miller 
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Austin American 
Statesman 3 Nov 1984  

(left) 

American Statesman 25 
Dec 1944  (above) 



Fourth Generation 

 215

Laura Robinson 1926- 

Laura Robinson, the daughter of Ralph Watson Robinson 
and Esther Woodward Robinson, was born 6 Oct 1926 in 

Texas.  She graduated from Stephen 
F. Austin High School in Austin and 
the University of Texas where she 
was a member of Pi Beta Phi 
sorority.  She was working at the 
Texas State Capitol when she met 
Walter Thomas Caven on a blind 
date.  Walter was with another 
woman and she was with another 
man.  In 1951 Laura married Walter.   
Walter was born 23 Nov 1920 in 

Marshall, Texas, the son of William and Ella Sedberry Caven.  
He graduated from Marshall High School in 1937 as 

president of his senior class and of 
the National Honor Society.  He then 
graduated from the University of 
Texas in 1941 where he studied in 
Plan II, and then entered law school.  
At UT he was a member of Alpha 
Tau Omega fraternity, was a member 
of the Cowboy honorary service 
group, and was selected to be a 
Goodfellow.  Following Pearl Harbor 
he postponed his education, enlisted 
in the Army, and served with the 7th 
Division infantry as a platoon leader.  
He was wounded in action on 15 
Nov 1944 during the battle of Leyte 
Gulf and received the Silver Star, 
Purple Heart, and Bronze Star.  
Following World War II, he returned 

to Austin and graduated from the University of Texas Law School in 1947.   
Walter was elected to the House of Representatives from Harrison County and served in the Texas 
Legislature in 1949.  After serving one term in the Texas House, he went to work for the Railroad 
Association.  This was a natural move for Walter since he grew up in Marshall which at that time was 
the shop town for the Texas and Pacific Railroad.  Walter’s father was an attorney who represented the 
railroads it is not surprising that Walter became a lobbyist for the railroads.322   He practiced law for 33 
years and served as general counsel and lobbyist for the Texas Railroad Association.  Upon retirement 
from the railroads, he became of counsel to the law firm of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Houer & Feld for 
eight years.323   

Laura Robinson Pi Beta Phi 1948 (upper left)
Walter Caven Goodfellow UT 1949  (above) 
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Walter had a big and generous heart and he touched many lives.  He lived life large, loved golf, hunting, 
Texas football, his place in the country and his many friends and family.  He also served as president of 
the Headliners Club in 1968 and was active in Democratic politics and was a prime supporter of Price 
Daniel Jr. and his pursuit of the position of Speaker of the Texas House in 1972.324   

Laura is a member of the Junior League of 
Austin and served as a delegate to a regional 
convention of the national association in 
1954.  Through the years Laura has been a 
strong community volunteer but her main 
focus and interest has always been her 
family. Laura and Walter had two children: 
Walter Thomas Jr. "Tom" Caven born 
10 Dec 1952 and Caroline Caven, born 1 
Jun 1955 in Austin, Travis County, Texas. 
Walter died 16 Mar 2007 and following a 
memorial service at the Episcopal Church 
of the Good Shepherd, was buried in the 
Texas State Cemetery in Austin, Texas.  
Laura lives in Austin, Texas. 
 

 

 

 
Texas State Cemetery 

Standing:  Jim Miller, Ron Jackson, Don Jackson, Missy Jackson, Mike Miller, Tom Caven, Caroline Caven, Walter Caven 
Sitting:  Polly Miller, Laura Caven, Robin Jackson, Ralph Robinson 
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Austin Mortimer Robinson / Stanley T. Robinson Descendants 

Stanley T. Robinson Jr.  1919 - 1996 

Stanley T. Robinson Jr., son of Stanley T. Robinson and Helen Wadsworth, was born 29 Mar 1919 in 
Los Angeles County, California.325  In 1920 he lived with his family in Monrovia, California and in 1930 
they lived in Pasadena, California.  Stanley sailed from Los Angeles to New York with his brothers 
aboard the President Madison in 1941.326  The boys lived at 1150 S. Oak Knoll Ave, Pasadena, 
California.  Stanley died 15 Jul 1996.  His last residences were Lawton, Washoe, Nevada and Reno, 
Washoe, Nevada.327 
 

Frederich or Frederic W. Robinson  1924 -  

Frederich W. Robinson, son of Stanley T. Robinson and Helen Wadsworth, was born 22 Jul 1924.328   
No other information has been found. 

 

John Peck Robinson 1925 - 1997 

John Peck Robinson, youngest son of Stanley T. Robinson 
and Helen Wadsworth, was born 13 Oct 1925 in Los Angeles, 
California.329  He served in World War II with the US Navy.330  
On 5 Aug 1950 at age 24 he was living at 1150 S. Oak Knoll 
in Pasadena, California; he was single and traveled from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina to New York City on the SS 
Uruquay, arriving in New York on 21 Aug 1950.331  In 1952 
he lived at 450 South Oak Knoll in Pasadena, was still single, 
and traveled from Southhampton, England aboard the French 
ship Liberte, arriving at the port of New York 12 Aug 1952.  
He died 19 Apr 1997 and was buried on 29 Apr 1997 in the Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery in 
Kaneohe, Hawaii.  No obituary for John Robinson has been located. 
 

Eugene Bremond Robinson / Jeanne Robinson 
Gerhard Descendants 

Richard Swearingen Gerhard 1914 - 1971 

Richard “Dick” Swearingen Gerhard, son of Jeanne 
Robinson and Herman Frank Gerhard, was born in Los 
Angeles, California on 25 Sep 1914.332  By 1920 the family 
had returned to Austin, Texas and lived at 404 San 
Antonio.333  Dick’s parents divorced sometime between 1920 
and Apr 1930.  In Apr 1930, Dick lived with his mother and 
his father lived at Mrs. Kelley’s boarding house at 2206 
Nueces.334  Dick moved to Dallas, Texas in 1935 to begin 
working in the insurance business.335 
Dick married Rebecca “Becky” Herwig on 14 Mar 1936 in 
Austin, Texas.336  Becky was born 24 May 1919.337  Following 
their marriage, the couple lived in Dallas where Dick was an 
underwriter for Employers Casualty Company and Texas 
Employer’s Insurance Association from 1935 until his death 
in 1971.  He served in the Navy during World War II.  
Following the war, in 1947, he was appointed district 

Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery 
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underwriter for Employers Casualty Company’s Dallas 
office.338  He was a charter member of Dallas Casualty 
Underwriters Association, a member of Christ 
Episcopal Church, Arlington Sportsman’s Club, and the 
National Rifle Association.339 
Dick and Becky resided at 1050 N. Windomere in 
Dallas.  They had one son, Richard Swearingen 
Gerhard Jr.  Dick’s father, Herman F. Gerhard, lived 
with the family following a stroke and resided there for 
eighteen months before Herman died in 1961.340 
Dick died 18 Jan 1971 at Methodist Hospital in Dallas 
of a heart attack.  His funeral took place at Christ 

Episcopal 
Church in 
Dallas and he was buried in the Robinson plot at 
Oakwood Cemetery in Austin, Texas.341  Following his 
death, Jeanne Robinson Gerhard, moved in to live with 
Becky and remained there until her death in 1974.342   
Following her mother-in-law’s death, Becky married Craig 
F. Thomas on 23 Dec 1978 in Dallas County.343  Craig 
was born 29 Jul 1906 and died 1 Oct 1987 in Dallas.  

Becky died 4 Jan 1994 at age 74. 344  Becky was buried in Austin at Oakwood Cemetery.345 
 
 

 

Eugene Bremond Robinson / Richard Swearingen Robinson 
Descendants 

Richard Manning Robinson 1915 - 2007 

Richard Manning “Pete” Robinson, the son of Richard Swearingen 
Robinson and Mary Peacock was born on 15 Oct 1914346 in Austin, Texas.  
He was 10 years old when his father died.  Following his father’s death his 
mother married Archibald W. Hart who was born about 1890 in Missouri.  
Hart was an insurance agent and a widower and the family, including 
Richard, his sister Helen, Mary’s mother Emma R. Peacock lived at 11 
Enfield Road in 1930.347  Pete graduated from Austin High School in 
1931348  and from the University of Texas where he was a member of Sigma 
Chi fraternity.349 
Pete married Dorothy “Dot” Hill in about 1939.  Dot was born 14 Aug 
1916 in Jeff Davis County, Texas.  She and her sisters, Sue, Ray and 
Elizabeth, grew up on West Alabama Street in Houston.   
Pete began his business career in Baytown with Exxon and later worked for 

Pete Robinson 
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the company in the Natural Gas division in Houston.  After working for Exxon for 38 years, he retired 
and worked as an independent consultant in the oil and gas industry.   

He and Dot 
loved the 
beach and 
called the 
Galvestonian 
a second 
home until 
they moved 
there 
permanently 
in 1991.  He 
loved 
walking on 
the beach, 
picking up 
shells, 
visiting with 
family and 
friends 
around the 
pool at 
sunset, and 

taking Spanish lessons.  In his later years Pete volunteered with the Galveston Historical Society as a 
Ticket Taker Coordinator.  He started the newsletter at the Galvestonian and faithfully recorded it 
quarterly for all residents to enjoy.  He was named Volunteer of the Year in 2002 for his long years of 
service.   

Helen Robinson Cruse holding Lucinda Cruse, Pete Robinson holding Sam Cruse Jr., Dot Robinson, unknown couple 
Unknown girl, Richard Cruse, Suzanne Robinson, Manning Robinson 
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Dot was a devoted and fun-loving wife, mother, grandmother, and 
great grandmother.  Always a beautiful lady, she took great 

pride in her home, her grandkids, 
and her perfectly coiffed white 
hair.  She was known as “The 
Queen of the Condo” at the 
Galvestonian.  Pete and Dot had 
two daughters: Suzanne Hill 
Robinson born 28 Sep 1940 and 
Elizabeth Manning Robinson, 
born 28 Jun 1944.   
Pete died in Galveston, Texas on 
3 Jan 2007 at the age of 92.  A 
memorial service was held at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Galveston.  Dot suffered from 
Alzheimer’s disease and died 29 
Dec 2007 in Galveston, Texas.  
A family memorial service was 
held at Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Galveston.350 
 

 

Helen Robinson 1920 1987 

Helen Robinson, daughter of Richard Swearingen Robinson and Mary Lucinda Peacock Robinson, 
was born in Austin, Texas on 26 Feb 1920.  She graduated 
from Stephen F. Austin High School and the University of 
Texas where she was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority and 
Onooch.  Helen was also a 
Blue Bonnet Belle 
nominee at the 
University.351 
Helen married Samuel 
William “Sam” Cruse.  
Cruse, son of Percy Ray 
Cruse and Ultima Green 
Cruse, was born on 28 
Nov 1917 in Houston, 
Texas352 and graduated 
from Rice Institute in 1938 
and from the University of 
Texas Law School in 1941.  
After his military service in 
World War II, Sam and Helen Robinson 
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Helen made their home in Houston, Texas where Sam practiced law.  Helen was a member of the 
Junior League of Houston, River Oaks Country Club and was a former President of the Women’s 
Auxiliary to the Houston Bar Association. 
Helen and Sam had three children:  Richard R. Cruse, Samuel William Cruse Jr. and Lucinda 
Cruse, Sam died at home at 1827 Sunset on 24 Apr 1972 and is 
buried at Glenwood Cemetery in Houston.  
Following the death of Sam, Helen married Joseph C. Golston on 
15 Oct 1974. Joseph, born on 28 Feb 1913, died on 27 Sep 1986 in 
Houston. 
Helen died a year later on 6 Oct 1987 and, following funeral services 
at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, was buried at Glenwood 
Cemetery in Houston.353 

 

Eugene Bremond Robinson / Eleanor Robinson Baker-Palmer Descendants 

Robert Grayum Baker  1922-1988 

Robert Grayum Baker, son of Eleanor Robinson and Augustus Grayum Baker, was born 14 Aug 1922 
in Austin, Texas.  In 1920 the family lived at 706 West Avenue.  
He was taken by his mother to California at age 18 months, 
leaving behind his father. 
His grandparents, Turner Fuller Baker and Lucilla Antonette 
McMath Baker,354 went to California to find Eleanor and to 
retrieve their grandson.  The 
Bakers took Robert to their 
home in Little Rock, Arkansas 
and raised him there.355  
Robert became a career 
military man and served in the 
US Navy as an aviator during 
World War II, Korea, and 
Vietnam.  He retired as a 
commander.   
Robert married Rita 
Elizabeth Mullen on 29 Mar 
1947 in Napoleon, Henry 
County, Ohio.  Rita was born 
on 14 Dec 1925 in Napoleon, 
Ohio.356  The couple lived in 

many places around the country during Robert’s 25-year Naval 
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Arlington National Cemetery 

Robert and Rita Baker 

Jeanne Eleanor Palmer 

Eleanor and Jeanne Palmer 

career.357  They had two children: Jane Carol Baker born 
7 May 1948 in Pensacola, Escambia County, Florida and 
Robert Grayum Baker Jr. born 10 May 1953 in San 
Diego County, California.358

  
Rita and Robert moved from Vienna, Virginia to Sun City 
Center in Ruskin, Florida in 1977.  At Sun City they 
enjoyed a wide circle of friends and neighbors.  They were 
members of Prince of Peace Catholic Church where he 
was on the church council and served as an usher.  
Retirement was not quiet for Robert.  He was a member 
of the Sun City Center security patrol, was the first 
president of the St. Andrew Association and was a 
member of the men’s golf association.359  Robert died at 
age 65 on 25 Feb 1988360 361 and was buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia.362 
Rita’s passion was genealogy and she spent years traveling 
the country assembling the history of the family.  It was 
Rita’s work that allowed Robert to be reunited with his 
half-
sister, 
Jeanne 
Palmer, 
in the 
years 
before 
Robert 

died.  Following Robert’s death, in 1992, Rita married 
Leon “Bing” Crosby and her circle of friends grew 
even larger and she cherished each one.  They enjoyed 
the car club and traveled to car shows in Bing’s red 
1959 Cadillac convertible.  Bing died in Dec 2004.  Six months later, Rita 
died at age 79 on 13 May 2005 after a courageous battle with cancer.  Her funeral Mass was celebrated 
at Prince of Peach Catholic Church and burial was at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.  She was 
laid to rest beside her husband, Robert.363 
 

Jeanne Eleanor Palmer  1930- 

Jeanne Eleanor Palmer, daughter of Eleanor Robinson Palmer and 
Charles John 
“Jack” 
Palmer, was 
born 9 Jun 
1930 in Los 
Angeles, Los 
Angeles 
County, 
California.364  
Jeanne was 
named for 
her mother, 
Eleanor, and 
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Jeanne Eleanor Palmer Breaux 

most likely for her great grandmother, Jeanne Swearingen who raised Eleanor.  Jeanne must have had a 
difficult childhood.  Her mother died in childbirth when Jeanne was only two years old.  She was raised 
by her father in California, far from her Robinson relatives in Texas.  She first married Conrad Felitz 
Plate who was born 19 Mar 1924 in Venice, California.  They had one daughter, Paulette Jeanne 
Plate who was born 1 Dec 1947 in Los Angeles County, California.365 366   The couple divorced 
between 1948 and 1951. 

She next married Gordon R. Carter367 and 
they had three children: Jon Randolph Carter 
born 17 Sep 1951, Thomas Dale Carter born 
18 Dec 1954, and Cheryl Louise Carter born 
26 Jan 1956.368  All three children were born in 
Los Angeles County, California.  The marriage 
between Gordon and Jeanne was a tumultuous 
one involving alcohol and abuse, eventually 
ending when Gordon threw Jeanne and her 
daughter Paulette out of the house and told 
them never to return.  Jeanne’s education and 
job experience at this stage in her life were 
limited, but she waited tables and worked to 
raise her daughter.369 
In 1962 Jeanne married Richard L. 
Rockenbaugh who was born in 1939.  Jeanne 
and Richard divorced in Mar 1968.  According 
to her daughter Paulette, Jeanne married again 
to Mr. Breaux and during these years, she 
worked at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas.   
Jeanne, divorced for over twenty years, lives in 
Simi Valley, California near her daughter, 
Paulette.370 371  

Conrad died 25 Aug 2005 in Long Beach, California.  Jeanne did have the opportunity to meet Robert 
Grayum Baker, her half-brother, about a year before Commander Baker died in 1988.  She was 
completely unaware of this part of her family until she was contacted by Rita Baker who had compiled 
extensive genealogy records on the Robinson–Baker-Palmer families.372 

 

 

Eugene Bremond Robinson / Eugene Bremond Robinson Jr. Descendants 

Patricia Ruth Robinson  1927- 

Patricia Ruth Robinson, daughter of Ruth Wilkins Robinson and Eugene B. Robinson Jr., was born 
in Austin, Texas on 9 Jul 1927.   She married a Mr. Downes.  No further information has been found 
on Patricia. 
 

Donald Wilkins Robinson  1929- 

Donald Wilkins Robinson, son of Ruth Wilkins Robinson and Eugene B. Robinson Jr., was born in 
Austin, Texas on 5 Feb 1929.  No further information has been found on Donald. 
 
 

P
 P

ea
rs

on
 C

ol
le

ct
io

n
 



Fourth Generation 

 224 

Tornado over downtown Austin, 1922 
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